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EVENING BULLETIN
James King of William

Editor & Publisher

Showing the amazing growth of the Bulle~>
tin from October 1855 to April 1856 —
the result of Editor King's campaign for
civic reform — ended by his death at
the hands of Supervisor James P. Casey
in May, 1856.

FUi^ERAL OF JAliiES KING OF 'VILLIAM

From a wood-cut in the Wide West . King's
assassin was executed by the Vigilance
Committee at the same hour the funeral
procession was winding through the town
on its way to Lone Mountain Cemetery,
(See Chapter V)
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IMTRODUGTION

The present volume Is an attempt to outline the be-

ginnings of journalism in San Francisco. Because of the

force-blooming in practically every field of endeavor during

the Gold Rush period the city's newspapers were able to record

more growth and echievement, more errors and failures in a

shorter space of time than those of any other era or commu-

nity in North American history. Their rapid foundings, mer-

gers and collapses in the decade 1848-1858 resemble an atomic

bombardment. The destruction of their plants and products

and. most of the public records in the great fires of the pe-

riod, capped by the disaster of 1906 has left aggravating

blanks in our understanding of this booming frontier life and

Its press.

"Frontier Journalism," originally Intended to be

Volume I in the series on the history of San Francisco's

presE'., vras superseded by the "Foreign Journalism" monograph

in order to include last-minute revisions. Other monographs

in pi'eparation for errly publication are:

"Ners and Advert 1 sing Trends in the San Francisco

Press: 1850-1938," a statistical study; "Libel and the Press";

a "History of wtake-up" and a "History of the San Francisco-
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Oakland Newspaper Guild". Additional studies vdll be develop-

ed as suggested by accruing research material. All of the

above q.ualitative subjects have been developed incidentally

from by-products of the forthcoming statistical study of news

and advertising trends,

"IVhatever contribution the present and planned stud-

ies Ydll make to the cultural history of San Francisco, credit

in no small measure is due Ernest S. Albee^the project's ori-

ginal supervisor. Mr, Albee launched the series and it was

his planning and guidance of early research that has made the

development and publication of these studies better and more

coriiplete.

The staff acknowledges with deep gratitude the au-

thoritative criticism and suggestions secured din- ing prepara-

tion of "Frontier Journalism" from Douglas S, Yfatson, Chair-

man of the Publications Coi::raittee, California Historical So-

ciety. Ivlrs. Fremont Older, California vn?iter, also reviewed

proof-sheets of the present volume.

In its capacity of project co-sponsor, the San Fran-

cisco-Oakland Newspaper Guild has contributed freely from its

membership's vast background of technical experience in the

San Francisco press. Significant also is the Guild's con-

sistent support of and sympathy with the general Works Pro-

gross Administration program in its local and national as-

pects.

Emerson Daggett,

May 1, 1939 Project Supervisor
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TPE FIRST MIWSFAPER 1¥. CALIFORNIA

The launching of California's first newspaper took

place in Monterey August 15, 1846 about two months after the

raising of the American flag. Its name was The Callfornlan ,

and it v/as printed half in Spanish and half in English, con-

taining in all about two hundred and fifty words devoted

mainly to naval intelligence. It was a weekly issued every

Saturday morning. This pioneer journal continued its exist-

ence in Monterey for nine months.

THE FIRST CALIFORNIA PUBLISHERS

The men who made the first journalistic venture in

California were Walter Colton and Robert Semple, Colton at

the time was the chaplain of the frigate Congress and had

earned the reputation of being a vrriter of considerable tal-

ent. He describes Semple, a six-foot-four Kentuckian in a

manner that leaves no doubt about his qualifications for suc-

cess as a frontier newspaper mant

He is in buck skin dress, a fox skin cap; is

true with his rifle, ready with his pen and

quick at the type case.-?:-

Quartcrly of the Society of California Pioneers , Vol. Ill

No. 3, p. 109.



Colton and Somple wcro assisted by Joseph Docln:'lll,

a printer who had boon a mombor of Commodore Stockton's crew.

The difficulties faced by those pioneer publishers are de-

scribed by Colton:

The press was old enough to bo preserved as a
curiosity; the mice had burrowed in the balls,
there v/crc no rules, no leads; and the types
wore rusty and all in a pi. It was only by
scouring that the letters could bo made to show
their faces. The font type being intended for
the Spanish language there vrcrc no w's so vv
had to serve for w. A shoot or tvro of tin were
procured, and those with a jacklmife were cut
into rules and loads. Luckily we foiind \7ith
the press the greater part of a keg of ink and
nov/ came the main scratch for pa.por. None could
be foimd, except that used to envelope the to-
bacco of the cigar smoked here by the natives.
A coaster had a small supply of this on board,
which wo procured. It v;as in shoots of a little
larger than the common size foolscap on Virhich

most of the archives of the California and
other Spanish i\morican provinces arc written,
the thicker for TTriting, the thinner grades be-
ing preferred for cigarettes, A crowd was Vifait-

ing v/hcn the first shoot v;as throvm from the
press. It produced quite a little sensation.
Never was a bank run upon harder; not, however,
by people v;ith paper to got specie but exactly
tho rovorso.-:;-

Whon composition of tho first issue of Tho Califor -

nian began tho following explanation was offered the readers:

OUR ALPHABET: --Our type Is a Spanish font pick-
ed up here in a cloister and has no W's
(W's - Ed.) in it, as there are none in the
Spanish alphabet, I have sent to tho Sandwich
Island for this letter; in the meantime we must
use two Vs. Our paper at present is that for

-;;- Quarterly of The Society of California Pioneers , Vol. Ill
No. o, p. 110.



vvraping segars; in d-uo time we will have
something better. Our object is to establish a

press in California, and this we shall in all
probability be able to accomplish. The absence
of my partner for the last three months and my
duty as Alcalde-;;- hero have deprived our little
paper of some of these attentions vvlch I hope
it will hereafter receive.

Walter Colton.

The Californian published in Monterey until May 6,

1847 and on that date moved its equipment to San Francisco.

In the issue of July 17, 1847 the name of B. R.

Buckolew appeared as the proprietor and editor. Five weeks

later the word "The" was dropped from the masthead and it bo-

came simply Californian . The day of publication was changed

in September from Saturday to Wednesday and at that time

Robert Gordon became editor.

THE FIRST NEWSPAPER ON SAN FRANCISCO BAY

A year before the publishing firm of Colton and

Semple was organized in Monterey Samuel Brannan, ambitious

printer of New York state, planned a journalistic invasion of

California. His project v/as to establish a Mormon colony and

build up a newspaper business at the same time, Ycrba Buena

was the community selected for his publishing venture,

Edward C. Kemble, a young printer who accompanied

Brannan and was later, included in the enterprise, reports in

the Sacramento Union of December 25, 1858:

Spanish term for Mayor,



The project of a newspaper on San Francisco Bay
was born In New York in 1845. Details wore
carried out before January 1, 1845, Type, press
and office furniture were selected and the name
of the proposed paper engraved and stereotyped.
Type lines were set up and packed with materi-
als to be used in printing the first California
Journal. The first type for a California news-
paper were set in New York in December 1845,

This was a Mormon paper. The ovmer and shippers
were a company of Mormons who sailed to Cali-
fornia in the ship Brooklyn . The idea of a news-
paper in connection with the oj^xBdition was that
of Samuel Brannan who v/as a printer, and for
several months, had been publisher of the Mormon
paper mentioned. The title, California Star .

The outfit arrived July 31st. Material for the
journal was taken to the second story of an old
grist mill and storehouse on the north side of
Clay street, between Koarny and Montgomery,
Somotimc in September tho press was sot up and
a number of jobs wore printed,o • • •

Then tho first news shoot was issued in what is

now San Francisco, Official dispatches were
printed in full on a half shoot of tho paper
subsequently used for tho Star . The engraved
head of the paper was used at the top of tho
page and tho herald of its advent v/as offered
in tho sheets as "An extra in advance of the
California Star . It was sold for "one real"
per copy,';;- Date of this publication v/as about
November 1st. Regular issue began January 9,

1847. Meanwhile, press and material had been
removed to an adobe structure erected by tho
printers and some of the Mormon joint-stock
company then recently organized. The equipment
occupied a building in the roar of a frame
building occupied by Samuel Brannan and his
family, just behind the eld adobe Custom House
(destroyed by fire in 1851).

The present site of the Chinatov/n Telephone Exchange

v;as the orlfi;inal location.

A Spanish coin ^7orth about 12-1/2 cents or one bit



THE CALIFORNIA STAR

The Star had many advantages over The Callfornlan .

VJhen the ship Brooklyn landed with Brannan and his followers,

it had as a part of its cargo one small Hoe handpress, brevier

and minion types and a paper supply estimated to last two

years.

The advance sheets consisted of four pages, size

13 by 18 Inches, of tliree columns each. It was announced to

be issued weekly by Samuel Brannan publisher and E, P. Jones

editor.

In 1848 when it began its second volume the size

was increased to 18 by 21-1/2 Inches, approximately the di-

mensions of its contomporary the Californian . Though the size

of the paper had increased a small typo was used.

The Star in its new dress did not continue its

march very long. The gold rush, which the editor had treated

so lightly at first, swept the newspaper off its feet. With

its printers, readers and advertisers "gone to the diggins"

it was forced to close shop about tho latter part of May and

did not rovlvo until July 15. In tho meantime its contempor-

ary, the Galifornian , shared a similar fate and for a few

months San Francisco was without a nev/spapcr.

th:E FIRST NEWSPAPER IiERGSR

Out of tho social and economic upheaval engendered

by the stampede for gold dovolopod tho first newspaper merger,

tho origin of which is related by Komblo

:



The Star and Callfornlan was issued from the
office of the combined establishments on Ports-
mouth Square, November 18, 1848. Combined they
could produce a very neat paper. The editor
and publisher was E. C, Kemble, former editor
of the Star . He came dovm from the mines in
late September. For the Star he paid Brannan
^JJSOO. "Then he proposed to ^o Calif ornian to

unite its office with his and give to the rising
city and country one good newspaper. There wore
debts to bo considered, but Poster v/as provailcd
on to accept the offer and to close with Kemble.
Then Foster ran out on Kemblo; but a letter was

found in the office from Poster transferring
his interest to Kemble, who was loft alone with
both establishiiients. A printer and small build-

ing were secured and the material of the two

offices moved to the center of the place. On

next publication day the Californian appeared
united with the California Star . The publisher
announced the resumption of tnc California Star

as per promise. After a suspension of nearly
five months, it was recommenced at the n-umber

and volume v;hore It had broken off, Tho pub-

lisher agreed to send the paper to tho sub-

scribers of the Californian , as well as the sub-

scribers of the Star , to the expiration of tho

time to which thoy had paid. Tho sheet was the

same size as the former Star .-"-

THE EXPRESS EXTRA

A study of the supplement of tho California Star of

Saturday, April 1, 1848 reveals the paper as "a weekly jour-

nal, devoted to the liberties and interests of the people of

California, published by Samuel Brannan and edited by Edward

C, Kemble." As this is tho famous booster edition or "Express

Extra," of v/hich 2000 copies went by an overland mule-train

express to the Mississippi Valley, it contains certain infor-

mation and date, concerning California. It states that "the

Sacramento Union of December 25, 1858.



star'

s

circulation is 100 copies," which included "outside

town and other parts of the globe."

On one of its four column pa^es it gives the popu-

lation figures of San Francisco as taken by the Board of

school Trustees. According to these there were 575 adult

males, 177 adult females and 60 children (of proper ages to

attend school), a total of 812. Eight months previously the

total was 375, so a gain of 437 souls had been made in that

brief time.

The historic significance of this issue prompts

quotations. The editor expresses himself as follows-

At the suggestion of citisans of this and neigh-
boring to^'ims, we have Vi'lthin a week of "active
duty" imposed upon us by the fitting out of our
Express for the United St at gs, hurriedly gathered
loading facts reprosontative of California, and
voluntarily aided by Dr. V.J. Pourgoaud (author
of Prospects of California appearing today com-
plete) . fJe present these, in the form of the
Weekly Star , with a Supplement, It was, v^re be-
lieve, the general wish, that the amount of mat-
ter made up by our combined efforts, should be

both instructive and interesting to our Eastern
friends, or residents of any part of the globe.
Within the limited time granted us we have en-
deavored to accomplish this; if we have succeed-
ed and it proves acceptable, our diligent en-

deavors aro repaid, and wo rest abundantly sat-
isfied.

On page four of the Svipploment appears the following;

EX-TPiA.- :7o publish to-day, not in the tawdry,
uncouth garb of the Extra dame Scandol had
premised, and one dit asserted, but our usual
array of regular woekly columns, and accompany-
ing these of' a clever sized Siipplomont. This
novertholoss, is not at all a diminution of our

cx-tra labor, as may bo readily seen. It is sim-

ply an ox-tra abundance of reading....
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ALTA CALIFORNIA

The Star and Callfornlan , started by Kemble from

the remnants of the two early papers, continued under the com-

bined name as a weekly until the end of 1848. The industrious

publisher-editor-printer labored long and hard and almost

alone with his enterprise which was burdened with the indebt-

edness inherited from the two journals. The printing of bills,

which listed the departure of vessels helped to defray expen-

ses; ^>16 to $20 was the charge for fifty such bills. The

combined newspapers found typo a problem; the supply was in-

adequate for the job-printing business on which it depended

for much of its rovonuo. Typo for the nows was also used for

handbills and posters.

At the close of the year Kemblo planned a now : name

Alta California for his merged publication and took into

partnership S. Gilbert and G. C. Hubbard, like himself prac-

tical printers and natives of northern New York. It was as

Kemblo expressed it; "a ncv^ arrangement, now journal, now

name and now partners -- all to begin with the New Year."

The size of the now Alta California , popularly Icnovm

as the Alta, was 18-1/2 by 22-3/4 inches. The first issue of

this v/ookly came off the press January 4, 1849.

The Alta was enlarged to 19-1/2 by 27 inches on

July 2, and a nev/ type was used. The first tri-v;oekly edition

appeared Docembor 10, 1849. This v/as called commercial to

distinguished it from the regular weekly v/hich continued as



before. The trl-\7eekly was the same size as the first publi-

cation. According to Kemble,"the appearance of the trl-week-

ly was greatly admired and its editorials were sprightly and

popular." He adds

j

But three times a week it was a limping gait.
The owners of the Alta California saw the de-
mand for a dally anH resolved t^ be the first
in the field. A month later their resolve was
quickened by the announcement that a daily was
to be started on a specific day by some young
printers then in San Prancisco,-;;-

THE PACIFIC KEWS

Another journal made its appearance on August 25,

1849. A publisher on the Atlantic Coast, William Faulkner,

saw the opportunities of the pioneering field and brought

his printing material and some limiber for his plant around

the Horn. His partner was V/arron Leland. They launched the

Pacific News , as a tri-\"/oekly. According to Journals of the

Golden Gate , "the press Y-rovk of the News was superior to that

of the Alta and for a short time the former threatened to

dispossess the older journal of its prestige and jobprint-

Ing. "-::-«- The size of the Hows was the same as the trl-v/cekly

Alta-California.

-;;- Sacramento Union of Docombor 25, 1858.

-:;-:;-Bunjo, E.T.H., Schmitz, F.J. and Pcnn, H. Journals of the

Golden Gate,
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ENTER THE DAILIES

The pioneer period had its weeklies, its special

editions and Its tri-weeklies, but the dallies were not ush-

ered onto San Francisco's journalistic stage until the turn

of the half -century. Rumors had reached the men at the helm

of the historic Alta that a daily would soon make its appear-

ance, Kemble, the city's young newspaper veteran, would not

be outdone. On January 22, 1850 Alta California became a dai-

ly, to be followed within 24 hours by the Daily Journal of

Commerce . On June 1, The Herald turned its first daily issue

off the press and December 8 saw the Public Balance ,

Other daily journals dating from 1850 were the

Evening Picayune and the California Courier . The California

Illustratod Times had a brief existence from September 1850.

A few foreign publications and one religious paper made their

start the same year.

THE GOLDEN ERA

The leading literary weekly of the period was the

Golden Era founded by Rollin E.Daggett and J.MacDonough Foard

in December 1852. Daggett when he arrived on the Coast ivas

19 years old and his partner was 22. The initial issue con-

tained stories of the hardships and adventures they experi-

enced on their way to California, Such reading matter found

a ready response and was eagerly consumed by the readers. The

young editors were besot with numerous difficulties from the

start. Type had to bo ronted and printing was high. In



11

1854 the paper shortage ^vas so acute that a ream sold for

$22. But the miners carae to the rescue of the enterprising

Daggett, who dressed like one of them, made his rounds of the

camps and solicited 9000 subscriptions at ^5 each. The jour-

nal had no stated rate for advertising but the revenue from

this source was considerable,

Ella C"uramlns, author of The Story of the Files , con-

tributes the following comments regarding the Golden Era ;

It was a chronicler of the people rather than
of events; human nature rather than the face
of human nature

.

Horace Greeley said of tho paper during his fam-
ous visit to California :' It is tho most remark-
able paporl To think of its power and influonce
when the population is so sparse and the mail
facilitios so poor.'

In 1858 Robert P.Greoloy became chief editor of tho

Golden Bra . It survived until 1883,

XIROWTH

Kemble's historical roviow of California newspapers

printed in tho Sacramento Daily Union of December 25, 1858

says :

In 1850 when tho census was taken, thoro were
seven nowspapors printed in California, to a
population ostimatod at 92,597. 3y the 6th of
Juno 1851, the number of papers in tho stato
increased to sovontocn and by August of the
same year to twenty-one,

A survey of tho records will show that all seven of

tho 1850 publications wore printed in San Francisco. They

were the Alta California (founded August 25, 1849), Daily

Journal of Commerce (January 23, 1850), Paclfio News (May 15,
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1850), San Francisco Herald ( J;me 1, 1850), California Cour-

ier (July 1, 1850), Evening Picayune (August 3, 1850), and

Public Balance (December 8, 1850). These newspapers were the

keystone of the state press and supplied the impetus for the

expansion of the interior.

The twenty-one newspapers mentioned by Kemble as be-

ing in existence tliroughout the state in August 1851, were not

all represented at the Editor's Convention held in August of

that same year. However, a study of the editorials appearing

in the California Co-urier of August 9, 1851 and extracts from

the "Proceedings of the Convention of Editors, Publishers, and

Reporters of the Newspaper Press" (published August 27, 1851)

reveals the names and locations of the publications, They were:

Newspaper Location

El Dorado News Goloma
Herald Marys ville
Herald Sonera
Herald San Diego
Star Los Angeles
Union Sacramento
Times and Transcript Sacramento
Republican Stockton
Journal Stockton
Gazette Benicia
Journal Nevada City
Visitor San Jose
Alta California San Francisco
Herald San Francisco
California Courier San Francisco
Evening Picayune San Francisco
Morning Post San Francisco
Pacific Evening Star San Francisco
Sunday Dispatch San Francisco
Pacific San Francisco
Sloat ' s Prices Current and
Shipping List-;;- San Francisco

-•"- Kemble reports the founding of this newspaper by L,Vif, Sloat
as March 17, 1852,
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The rapid rise of the press is further related by

Kemble as follows

:

In the same month, three years later (August
1854), we find fifty-four papers published in
various parts of the state. In 1855 there were
eighty-two papers, at which time the population
of the state was estimated at 300,000, The next
year tho State Register gave the names of
ninoty-one California journals flourishing and
placed tho white population of the state at
399,000. Tho returns given in connection with
the present history (1858) show the number of
places v/horo newspapers arc published to be
forty-four, tho whole number of existing nev/s-

papers and periodicals eighty-nine, of -vThich

ninotoon woro published daily, thirty-four week-
ly, one semi-monthly, one monthly, and one annu-
all3^. In politics, thirty-ono arc Domocratic,
two" Republican-, and thlrty-fivo Indopondcnt and
neutral, Thoro are six religious papers in the
state as f ollov/s : Catholic, one; Baptist, one;
Hebrew, one; Methodist, one; Presbyterian, one;
and Congregational, one I There are six literary
papers, all published in San Francisco, There
are forty localities in the state at virhich

nov/spapcrs have been published. The aggregate
number of ncv/spapors and periodicals v;hich have
been published^ in California to date, commen-
cing \7lth 1846 according to the returns \7hlch

have been given, is 324,

NEWSPAPERS IN THE I^^teRI GR

That California vms peppered vdth small weekly nev;s-

papcrs, often as many as throe to one small community is evi-

dent at a glance through tho files of tho early California

Chronicle and Daily Herald of 1853 to 1856, How long most of

these little yrceklios existed v.-ould require a study of their

ovm pages and history in detail, not available in San Fran-

cisco; but it is probable that files of a few exist today.

There is a complete file of the Shasta Courier for one year

in the Do Young MuscTom,
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Other nev/spapers listed or mentioned In the Chron-

icle and Daily Herald are as follows

:

1853 Shasta Courier
California State Journal
Sierra County Echo
Mountain Herald
Mokalumne (i/Ioquelimine.) Hill .Chronicle
El Dorado Republican

1355 Union Democrat
Calaveras Chronicle
Humboldt Times
Grass Valley Telegraph
Empire County Argus
Gol-umbia Gazette
Placerville American
Georgoto;^! News
Yreka Union
San Bernardino Gazette
PluTiias Messenger
Gibsonville Messenger

1856 Coloma Argus
Sierra Nevada News
Solano County Herald
Stockton Argus
San Jose Tribune
Sacramento Spirit of the Age

THE UNFORTUNATE MANY

The gods must have loved the majority of the San

Francisco journals more than did the men who read them, for

they died young. Komble's famous article is like a visit to

a morgue or a description of a journalistic graveyard. His

review of the ghosts speaks for itself. The fact to keep in

mind is that his article was \vritten in 1858, little more than

a decade after he himself had landed in Yerba Buena and helped

to launch the California Star . Ho says:

It is a fact that tho newspapers of California
have monopolized a larger share of public at-

tention in recitals laudatory of their growth
and development than their years, wisdom or in-

fluence entitle them to.
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The article to prove this iDegins its review of the

papers of San Francisco. Those printed in English which had

brief histories are tho following:

California Coiirier , foimded in' 1850, abandoned
in 1852, revived on February 1, 1854 and thon
finally discontinued the same year.

The IVatchnan is the title of the first relig-
ious paper "conmenced in this country. It was

started in the beginning of 1850. It was is-

sued weekly. It did not last long.

The Times appeared first on September 1, 1850;

it was no"t long continued.

Then followed the roll call of 1851:

The Hombre, a v.'eekly satirical paper was com-

menced by Dr. William Rabe in April 1851. It

was soon abandoned.

The Pacific Evening Star was commenced in June

by Sutherland, Rust & VJhite. Its life was

short.

The Sunday Dispatch , a weekly, was started in

July. Only a few numbers were published.

A weekly paper, called the Christian Observer ,

was an organ of the Methodist Church, but it

soon expired.

The Clarion , a weekly paper ov/ned and edited by

Mortirnor J. Smith, lived and died in the siimmer

of 1851.

The year 1852 produced several journals that existed a short

time:

January 15, 1852 tho Western American , a daily

newspaper, was established by Charles E. Pickett.

The enterprise soon failed.

In March, George 0. Dohcrty, then proprietor of

the Evening Picayune , started a daily morning

paper called the Times vrhich lived but a short

time and died with the Picayune .
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The Evening Journal was established. May 25; it
expired in 1856,

The San Francisco Daily Whig v/as started by Hull

,

Mat thews on & Co,, publishers, and P. M, Pixley
and L. R, Lull, editors. In March 1855 its name
was changed to the San Francisco Da 117/ ^Vhig and
Commercial Advertiser , and in the following
September 'IThig' v;as dropped. In the spring of
1854 the Advertiser became an organ of the
Broderlck faction. It ceased to live on Sept-
ember 27 th.

In June the Daily Times and Transcript , then
an organ of the Democratic party, was removed
from Sacramento to San Francisco, It died in
the fall of 1855.

Sometime during this year a small paper called
Satan's Bassoon was started by A. M. Kenaday
as a freako It did not last long.

The year 1853 saw the founding of the following short-llvod

publications:

On February 15, 1853 the Curiosity Shop , a hum-
orous weekly illustrated paper was issued. It
lasted but a few weeks.

In April the California Temperance Organ , a
vreokly paper, was started. It lasted until May
11, 1854 when its name was changed to the Star
of the Yfest , but only one number was published.

On May 6th the weekly Catholic Standard Y\ras es-
tablished. It lasted about a year.

The Daily Sun was issued May 19th. Its circu-
lation increased rapidly and in the fall had
become more extensive than that of any nov.'s-

paper in the state. Yi/hon the Vigilance tocsin
sounded, the Sun ^ivavored in its choice for a day
or tv/o, but at last came out against the Com-
mittee v/ith all the venom, mallgancy and abuse
that the vn^ath of man could devise. In the fall
of that year tho paper died. (1856)

On June 15th the Present and the Future , a
dally paper was established by Dr. E, Theller,
One half of tho paper was in French. On August
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1st the name was changed to the Public Ledger .

It died March 1st, 1854.

In October the I.Iessager , a tri-weekly paper,
was established by L. Albln. It existed until
March 31, 1856.

The Daily Evening News was started November 1,
1853 by C. Bartlett; it prospered for a time
but was killed early in 1856 by the competition
of the Bulletin .

In the latter part of 1853, A. C. Russell com-
menced the publication of a new daily Evening
Picayune . It did not succeed and on January
21st was absorbed by the Evening llevjs .

In 1854 these publications were launched:

March 15th a weekly (quarto) paper, aspired to
be a literary publication. Titled, Bon Ton
Critic . Its career was short.

Earl^'" in the year J. 11. Purdy commenced the pub-
lication of tho Pacific Statesman , which lasted
about a year

.

March 17th, the Wlde__West, a v;eekly Sunday
literary newspaper v/as established. It v;as a
good paper of its class, but had too many com-
petitors, and after a long existence, with lit-
tle profit to its ovmers, died July 1858 dur-
ing the Fraser River exodus.

In April an illustrated humorous paper. Young
America on the Pacific , was launched by R, E.
Doyle, chief editor. Its lifo was short.

In July the weekly Police Gazette was estab-
lished hj J, F. Dunn. He was murdered a few
weeks later by a printer employed in his office.

The Gazette did not appear again.

In August (1854), the dail^^- Journal of Commerce
was started, as a V/hig organ. After the elec-
tion it soon died.

In September, commenced the publication of the
Weekly Loader. Its life was short.
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Two weekly advertising papers were coramenced in
October, the California Mail and the Pathfinder .

Both had a brief existence.

In November the Pacific Recorder , an organ of
the Baptist Church, was established. It soon
died.

The following papers were founded in 1855 ;

The Western Standard was a weekly paper start-
ed in 1855. It was discontinued in the summer
of 1857. (An organ of the Latter Day Saints.)

During the spring of 1855 a weekly Lav/ Journal
v;as started. It existed a couple of months

.

On October 31, Alexander Bell started the
Daily Amorican , (an organ of the American
party). It lasted about threo months.

On December 24, the Weekly Sunday Times was es-

tablished by James P. Casey, who afterwards
killed James King of William, and later was
hanged by the Vigilance Committee. The Time s

died v/ith Casey,

The year 1856 sav/ 13 journals started

j

On the 26th of May the Daily True Californian
was established. The paper was an advocate of
the Vigilance movement. It died during the
fall.

In May the Weekly Legal Intelligencer v/as

started. It was abandoned in the same month.

The Phoenix was an independent v/eckly. It

lived a few months, and died in the same year.

About this time the Daily Evening Star , the

Weekly Young Ai^iori ca and the Eagle of Freedom
wore started. The last -named paper v;as Repub-
lican in politics. Each finished its career
the same yoar.

In September a weekly organ of the Jev/lsh

faith, the Voloe of Israel , was started. It

lasted only six months.

In November H. Davison made an experiment with
the Evening Times, but did not succeed.
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The year 1857

:

In April 1857 appeared the California Register,
a Republican paper. (The want of a printer Is

given as the cause of the paper's demise after
its fourth number.)

The ^'Jeekly Mirror of the Times was founded by
some colored men. It died early in 1858=

In the summer the Daily Evening Ledger was
started by Porter & Co. Soon it was sold to

E. pollock who edited it until its death vAiich

was within a few days

.

In the summer, Edward Marriott commenced the
ITevrs Letter , a semi-monthly. It is defunct

»

The Dail7/ Eyoning Plain Dealer was started on
October ' 17th by A, W. Hoslep. It died in
December.

In Uovombor 1857 the Daily Evening Argus v/as

established but failed; an attempt v/as made
to issue a morning, as well as an evening edi-
tion, but this only hastened its death.

Of the year 1858 (late in v^hlch the article v/as v.rritton) Kem-

ble observed that;

The Examiner and Enquirer was issued by S. Lo

Brlttingham. That numbor oxhlbited but little
character and had no success.

Kcmblo states that 132 periodicals v/ere started in

San Francisco. Their proprietors, editors and reporters

niombcred more than a thousand. The article continued;

No cit7/ in tho world can boast a ncv;spapor
press so great in its dovolopraent, so singular
in its character, so wonderful in its for-
tunes. Tho papers havj boon printed in six
different languages. Different nationalities
have devoted themselves to the interests of
religion, politics, morals, lav;, medicine,
literature," commerce, agriculture, ne\7S and
slander; have preached eight different forms
of religion, and have been organs of seven



distinct political parties. Most of these
papers expired v/lthln twelve months after
they were started, and only twenty-six sur-
vived. The Alta and the Herald are the only
papers in the city which date from 1850, and
both have been on the verge of the newspaper
grave. (As of 1858 - ed.

)

o

Not an editor or proprietor connected with the
press In 1850 is to be found now in the same
position.

20
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"PRESS AND PEOPLE"

Most eloquently and authoritatively Edward C.

Kemble spoke for the San Francisco journals of the 1850' s.

A newspaper man himself he v/atched his fellow journalists

come and go, succeed or fall, and carefully recorded their

achievements. In the introduction to his article "The History

of California Newspapers'' in the Sacramento Union these com-

ments are found:

The names of those who have been at various
times personally interested in journals of
that city embrace over one thousand. This is
more than a fifth of the present circulation of
her leading newspaper. No country under the
sun can show so large a proportion of what is
termed "newspaper men" from their past or pres-
ent connection with journals to the number of
newspaper readers in Californla. .o

.

Ever since California became a state this rare
faculty of intercourse between press and people
oxistod. The cause we suppose to be simply the
sudden and groat emergencies which, owing to
her rapid grovrth, have arisen in political and
social life, requiring the instant establish-
ment of organs of public communication. o.

.

Our papers have been the simple organ of speech,
the daily, fitful utterance of communication.
Every surge of popular excitement has been cap-
ped with a printed shoot. It is doubtful. . .that
California owes her newspaper plcntitudc to the
superior intelligence of the masses. The mor-
tality among her public journals v/ould seem to
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show that the ends for which most of them were
published were subservient to a pressing in-
terest; the fate of several leading journals
in San Francisco, which in their day were
the highest type of newspaper excellence in
the state, shows that no considerations of a
more literary or intellectual character induced
their support. The truth Is patent that the
motive v;ith which a very large number of news-
papers havG boon begun in this country has par-
taken of the transient and self-serving natiiro
of most ontorprisGS hero and has rarely boon
stimulated by a pure lovo of principles or a
dcop and sincore attachment to state and party
intorosts ....

It is the identify of her newspapers with each
important change of the popular sentiment to
which we look for sustaining interest in these
annals. In the lives of each of her public
journals there is bound up somev;hat of her
political and social development. They are not
the only landmarks In her history but the only
faithful surviving tablets from which this his-
tory must be \Trritten,

RIVALRY

Personal animosity between rival editors existed

from the very beginning; caustic editorials were the order of

the day and given much space in the newspaper col^umns. The

publishers wore more or less openly biased in their political

views, for the main part being strictly partisan, indulgent

to thoir backers and bitterly opposed to their enemies. In

calling the roll of publishers of San Francisco's first, dec-

ado of journalistic history one is impressed by their physi-

cal courage. In those rough times a man was expected to back

his opinion by physical strength if called upon to do so; and

some of those pioneer newspapermen endorsing "affairs of

honor", wore constantly ready and able to back an editorial
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stand with a dueling pistol. Running a paper was a he-man's

job.

The public seemed to enjoy the journalistic feuds

accompanied by editorial lambastings and the editors, though

said to be for the most part "gentle lamb-like souls'' very

obligingly gavo the subscribers what they desired -- news-

paper invectivG which present-day ethics do not permit. How-

over, all was not vituperative; culture of a sort v/as not

neglected In tho pages of the early newspapers. Occasionally

an editor proud of his erudition burst into poetry, roveled

in references to the classics and wrote stories designed to

improve tho public mind and morals o Many articles of distinc-

tion were clipped from eastern publications and given posi-

tions of prominence in tho local sheets

o

DUELS RESULTING FROM IIEVlfSPAPERS ARTICLES

Throughout tho turbulent fifties the San Francisco

newspapers wore in a state of continual political or personal

warfare. All of the editors participated in the conflicts to

a degree depending upon their constitutional temperament and

the sharpness of the issues at hand. This was tho period of

municipal mismanagement, corrupt politics, promotion schemes

and the nationally important slavery question.

Hand in hand with tho admission of California as a

state in 1850 came a welter of dissension, more than enough

to keep tho newspapers embroiled. In advocating their causes,

the editors did not hesitate to attack each other verbally
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and occasionally physically. The editorial policies were

clear, each carrying at least t\vo columns extolling in no

uncertain terms the beliefs of the individual editors.

An effort to outlav; dueling had been made earlier

in California's history but proved abortive.

At the first constitutional convention in 1849,
provisions against dueling. . .vrere finally a-
doptod, but the long list of duels in the fif-
ties shows the law incorporated in the statutes
more honored in the breach then in the obsor-
vance. o . .Proof of this lay in the statement of
a visitor, who reported having seen this plac-
ard above an editor's desk:

'Subscriptions rocoivcd from 9 to 4; challenges
from 11 to 12 only.''-^

Duels wore so common in this do cade that thoy war-

ranted little or no space in the newspapers unless the par-

ticipants wore prominent in the field of politics. The press

as a rule merely mentioned thorn in passing. For example the

following announcement appeared in the Alta California of

August 15, 1851;

AFFAIRS OF HONOR — An r.ffair of honor between
Captain Folsom and A, C. Russell, Esq. took
place yesterday afternoon, and after an inter-
change of shots, in which neither party was in-
jured, the affair was amicably arranged.

This v/as one duel in which no damage was done.

Rus.scll the editor of the Evening Picayune at the time, later

joined the staff of the Alta California and subsequently be-

came involved in another ''affair of honor." He was not so

Phillips, Catherine Coffin. Portsmouth Plaza, p. 376
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lucky in his second, meeting v/hen he was dangerously wounded

with a l-mife

.

The following paid advertisement appeared in the

G-olden Era of May 15, 1853 5

To Editor, Legislator and all whom it may con-
cern: The undersigned, desiring to ''Turn an
honest penny" would respectfully inform Edi-
tors, Legislators and others, whose moral and
religious scruples may prevent their willing-
ness- ''to stand and faco the music," that he
will, at the shortest notice, and on the most
liberal terms, engage to fight duels with pis-
tols, rifles or bowie-lcnives, or if preferable,
''strike from the shoulder,"

He has killed his man, and can give the best of
references as to character.

Address J, 'Vallcor

Through tho San Francisco Post Office.

Serious Injury and death was often tho outcome of

those journalistic feuds. In August 1852 Edward Gilbert, ed-

itor of the Alta California
, published a short item in his

paper ridiculing Governor Biglor and his administration, Tho

article brought on serious consequences for General J, W.

Denver, tho governor's henchman, took up tho issue for his

superior and killed Gilbert in a duel. Of his death Kemble

wrote, "a sacrifice to the liberty of spooch and the press,"

Also, about this time occurred tho "affair" botwoon

C. A, Washburn and B. P. Washington, V/ashburn, editor of the

Alta in 1852 supported Broderlck for senator and his anti-

slavery leanings offended many of the advertisers and readers,

especially the views of Washington, editor of the Times and

Transcript whoso paper was pro-slavery. Tho two mot on tho
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fiold of honor and Washburn was wounded. He survived how-

ever, and became editor of the Evening Journal in 1855. Wash-

ington was one of the first editors to conduct the Examiner

in 1865.

John Nugent, a man of unusual physical courage, en-

tered the fiold with his Herald in 1850. Ho v/as a bold and

caustic YiTitor and his headlong plungo into political issues

resulted in two duels in both of which he v/as painfully in-

jured. Komble says

<

The acrid political articles with which the
Herald abounded during the time of its prospor-
ity led to bitter animosities, tvro of v;hlch
ended in duels botrrccn Nugent and members of
the City Council jV/hoso course he had condemned.
The first duel was v;ith Alderman Colter, in the
summer of 1852, The Alderman v;as unharmed; the
other received a compound fracture of the thigh
bone. It was a dangerous wound but it healed
leaving the leg as good as now.

This quarrel grow out of the purchase of the Jenny

Lind Theatre v.rhloh v/as to be used for a Public Building, John

S. Hittel, in his History of tho Ci ty of San Franc isco says:

The Herald'

s

insinuations of fraud In the pur-
chasc of tHc Jenny Lind Theatre provoked al-
derman Colter 3 much that he challenged John
Nugent its editor, and healed tho official hon-
or by breaking a journalistic arm.

In 1853 Nugent fought a duel v/lth Thomas Hayes, tho

trouble arising from the editor's comment about some land

deals. Kemble reports;

Hayes published a long card in the V.fhig of June
8th in which he cited a number of what ho call-
ed Nugent 's misdeeds. In the duel Nugent re-
ceived from c. rifle shot a compound fractxiro of
the arm. Prom this he also recovered.
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Dr. V, Loehr, who helped launch the German v/eekly

California Democrat in September 1852, was another nev/spaper-

man to be wounded on the field of honor, I\1r, R. P, Dunn, who

began the Police Gazette in July 1854, was murdered by a

printer in his employ, and the life of the journal ended with

his assassination, A.H.Rapp, co-foujider in 1855 of Le Phare ,

a French publication, ^vas later involved in an affair of honor

and wounded. On August 16, 185S G, P. Johnston was installed

as editor of the Daily Globo .Soon afterv;ards ho fought a duel

with Y/. I. Ferguson a Stato Senator, and v/oiinded him. Ferguson

did not recover and after his death Johnston resigned from

the paper and remained in obscurity until 1865 when he became

editor of the Examiner »

The famous Brodorick-Terry duel of September 12,

1859 sounded the death Imcll of the ''code duello" in Calif-

ornia. Both men were important figures in politics and their

prominence occasioned a storm of discussion. The newspapers

took the lead and devoted column after column to the episode.

The Alta California of September 12, 1859 saids

The chase is done, the quarry is laid lov/, and
the dogs have gone to kennel, David C. Broder-
ick is no more. He was the hunted lion, and
they that have forced him into the quarrel
which made a sacrifice of his life v;ore the

hungry packs that now from the dark corners to

which they have retired arc contemplating their
foul deed of murder. There is enough of this

melancholy affair to call for the bitterest
condomnation that the tongue can utter or the

heart feel.

The practice of dueling foil into disuse before the

close of the Civil V/ar, but for many succeeding years the od-
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Itors of rival papers in San Francisco continued, to hurl

epithets and bitter comment at each other,

REPORTERS

The reporters were often college men down on their

luck and anxious to engage in temporary newspaper work rather

than serve as dishwashers or waiters, despite the fact both

these pursuits paid hotter than did reporting. As the ships

brought most of the nows a successful reporter was noc-

ossarily quick and dexterous. More important than the ability

to write was resourcefulness and speed in getting from the

captain and passengers such nows items as tho papers could

ro-write and promptly publish. Brevity was tho keynote of

journalism, Tho sheets were small and space at a premium.

The trick was to colloct tho nows, whip it into brief

paragraphs, print it and got it on tho street . There were how-

ever, few trained nows gatherers and tho editor often guessed

at what his reporters failed to include in their story.

Among the many who drifted into the city ivcre jour-

neymen printers. It is recorded that towards tho close of the

first docado of newspaper history San Francisco was a print-

er's paradise. There was little competition and vrages were

high.

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF AM EDITOR

During tho fledgling stage of journalism from 1850

to 1860, one man was ofton editor, v/ritcr, compositor and
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pressman, consequently the newspapers were subject to loose

make-up, frequent errors in spelling and punctuation, and un-

credited news items. The following item from the first issue

of the Bulletin , Octoher 8, 1855 exemplifies the lot of these

pioneer editors %

More truth than poetry; The N. H. Telegraph is
of the opinion that "an editor who cannot stop
in the middle of one of the finest trains of
thought that he is putting on paper, to minuto
the dimensions of a huge pumpkin, write an ad-
vcrtlsomont of ' a dog lost, enter the name of a
nov; subscriber, or rocoivo pay for an old one,
to take a cowhiding for something ho has said,
and after all rosumo the thread of his dis-
course, and carry out the idea in its original
force and beauty, is next to no editor at all.''

The following article from the California Courier

of June 11, 1851 is a primer on frontier reporting:

Pow persons can realize the annoyance a News-
paper Reporter is subjected to. Some days there
will bo a perfect rush of accidents, murders,
fights and excitements, and every variety of in-
cidents out of which ho can fill up his column.
His only trouble then is to make his selection,
and get the most important, so as to not bo out-
done by his neighbors. Again, the next day thore
is a perfect dearth of news, not even a cart
horse v/ill run away, and he racks his brains for
a subject to write about. Occasionally fearing
that he has "got off the track", ho will run
against a follow reporter from another office,
ask him into a saloon and ''smile"' with him, in
hopes of drawing an item from him, and if this
last resort fails, he has nought loft but to set
his wits to work and v/rito speculations upon
the instability of human affair generally, • and
the depredations of scoundrels, particularly, in
this city. Occasionally, the reporter finds a
neatly onvolopcd note on' his desk, requesting
his prosonce at a dinner, or a steamboat excur-
sion, or' something similar. This is a regular
God-send, particularly if the occasion affords
material for comments.
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"
I\EIT WITHOUT FRILLS "

Newly arriving men had brought with them from the

East some Imowledge of printing or vrrltlng for publication

and when the^'- tired of the mines or when other business

activities failed they went to the newspapers in search of an

opportunity for quick money in return for a small investment.

For instance the printers who started the Mornin{^

Call in 1856 were said to have boon ''men without frllla,"

Their object was to print a paper 'bn lines familiar to them,"

They were Imown to have boon a co-operative body with scarce-

ly any capital.

The paper obtained its name in a novel manner.
The owners were standing at the ''Printers Cor-
ner," (Montgomery and Clay Streets) discussing
a name for the bantling, but could not agree,
each having a choice. Finally they agreed to
"Jeff" and thus determined the name by choice,
'^Jcffing'' is throwing quadrate of type, the
quadrates arc nicked and the operation is some-
what similar to dice. At this moment a bill
poster put up a program announcing the '' Morn-

ing Call " as the farcical attraction at one of
the theatres. The printers looked at the pro-
gram, looked at each other, and the bill of the
play seemed to have suggested the some thing to
all for without "Jofflng" they decided upon the
title of the Morning Call .-::-

Brannan and Kcmblo who brought printing equipment

as v/ell as journalistic knov/ledge and experience with thorn

from the Atlantic seaboard were exceptions. Their product

lived and prospered and absorbed other efforts not so v;oll

-"- Cramer, James Prentiss. "The Press of San Francisco,"
The Californian , May 1892.
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conceived and executed. William Faulkner and Warren Leland

came around the Horn to continue their former line of endeavor

with material brought from the East. They issued the Pacific

News. They differed from the common run of that period's

newspaper men.

Some publications became the voice of a particular

political faction such as the San Francisco Daily VJhig ^

started in 1852. Others wore literary wooklios in which news

played a minor rolo. Thoy specialized in stories, articles,

poetry and advertising . Numerous religious periodicals spcke

for certain denominations. The need was also felt for a pa-

per in languages other than English, so Gorman and French

journals wore organized; one of thom, the California Democrat

(Gorman) is the oldest surviving San Francisco newspaper.

Commercial activities and interest v/crc sufficient reason

for such publications as the San Francisco Shipping List and

Prices Current .

EARLY NEWSPAPER FORTUNES

The fortunes made and lost in the early San Fran-

cisco newspaper market are difficult to estimate. Because of

many destructive fires the losses v;ere heavy. But fortunes

vrcrc made. As early as 1849 Warren Leland of the then re-

cently founded tri-weckly Pacific Nev/s , sold out to his part-

ner William Faullmcr for about :)30,000. Leland' s brother who

succeeded him also made money in the brief period in which he
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v/as connected with the paper. But shortly after Jonas Win-

chester, Horace Greeley's former business associate, had taken

possession of the News in 1850 it was destroyed by fire. It

burned twice the following year and crippled by adversity

wrote its finis in 1851.

Another example of a quick turnover is that of the

Herald , established in June 1850 by John Nugent and Jolin E.

Poy. One month later Poy sold his interest to Nugent for

$15,000, said to havo come from the coffers of Polsom, Howard

and other active real estate manipulators.

The Daily California Chronicle which was first is-

sued in November 1853 was met with much favor by the reading

public. In 1855 it had the city's largest circulation and

was valued at ^;50,000. But its opposition to the Vigilance

Committee and its Republican slant in politics with the Demo-

crats victorious at the polls made it sell for $5,000 and

even such able editors as J. H. Purdy and Kcmblc could not

stave off defeat. It folded up in the spring of 1858.

The Journal of Commerce , the city's second oldest

daily launched by Washington Bartlctt was wiped out by the

fire of May 4, 1850 after less than four months' oxistcncc.

Fire again visited its temporary plant the follov;ing month

and it was not published for six weeks. It struggled on till

February 1851 when it succumbed.

The Alta according to Kemblo was one of "the most

expensively managed newspapers in America ' with weekly re-

ceipts running as high as Ol5,000, Even as a tri-woekly it
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pciid its assistant editor J.E. Durlvagc :J6000 a year and Ilom-

ble states that some of the Alta' s ''old hands had grown

comparatively rich from the concern."

A watchmaker who plunged into newspaper enterprises

was Benjamin R. Buckelew. His first connection was v;ith the

Californian in 184C and his second with the Public Balance ..

His constant quarrel with his partners led him into repeated

difficulties and Kemble comments:

General rumor had it that 3uckelov;'s publishing
of his paper cost him upwards of ^30,000.

GENTLEIISN OF THE PRESS

Edv/ard Cleveland Kemble

Among the many colorful newspaper personalities who

played their part on San Francisco' s journalistic stage in

the 1850s only a few v;ho, according to available records, took

leading parts can be mentioned here.

The name which most frequently appears when one

studies the city's early journalism is that of Edward Clove-

land Kemble.

Born November 11, 1828 in Troy, New York,where his

father a former State Senator was editor of the Troy Budget ,

he learned the printer's trade as a boy. At the age of seven-

teen he, though not a llormon, embarked with Samuel Brannan and

his fellov.' Mormon colonists on the ship Brooklyn for Yorba

Buona whore they arrived July 31, 1845. Brannan who had de-

cided long before leaving New York to start his paper the
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California Star , found In the bright young printer a ready

c o-worker

.

He soon moved from printing to editorial work and

when he returned from his visit to the gold mines became ed-

itor of the Star and Hc^lif

o

rnian which later developed into

the influential Alta California o He also founded the Sacra -

mento Placer Timos and was its editor in 1849. During his

hxisj nov;spapcr care or ho found time to engage in other activ-

ities and was socretary in 1848 of the San Francisco Council

and prominent in other local affairs. He went East and from

1861 to 1365 served in the army on the side of the North. In

1867 ho roturnod to the Pacific Coast. His services as a pay-

master in the Civil War merited him the office of inspector

of Indian affairs.

Hemblo died in 1886 at the age of fifty-seven in

North Haven, New York.

FRANK SOULE

Frank Sould' arrived in San Francisco in 1349. He

was a native of Freeport, Maine, and during his oarllor ^roars

engaged in teaching in the Southern States and was the pro-

prietor of the Hov7 Orleans Mercury . He came to San Francisco

in May 1849 to try his luck at mining, which ho discovorod to

be more arduous and leas rewarding than he had anticipated.

As ho had formerly pursued literary activities he looked for

newspaper work which ho found in October 1850. Wlion Komblc

left for the East on a business trip, Soulo took his place as
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editor of the Alta and remained in the position until his

contract expired the following year. He was succeeded by Ed-

ward Gilbert.

In 1853 V7hen the Daily California Chronicls T/as

launched as a rival to the Alta Soule' became the editor-in-

chief. The Glironicle prospered dujcing his editorship and

reached the largest circulation of any daily in the city in

1855. Ho tool-: a neutral stand on the Vigilance Movement and

reforrod to the shooting of James King of William as homicide

and not as murder. Casey, he held was not more to blame than

the Bulletin editor whom he had assassinated. Himself of a

gentle and conciliatory nature, he suffered from the roughshod

tactics of the editors in the fifties and

,., asserted that the work of calumnious writers
was responsible for a part of the ''sad daily

record of murders . ''-;:-

When the business men v;lthdrov/ their support from

the Chronicl e and the paper began to dwindle Soule left it,

in the summer of 1856. A friend of Broderick, he became in-

terested in politics and served a term as State Senator and

as Collector of the local Internal Revenue District.

His Annals of San Francisco is valuable source ma-

terial on outstanding events of the city. In later years he

worked on the Call and on the Alta which ho edited until a

year and a half before his death in San Francisco, July 3,

1882.

* Young, John P. Journalism in California p. 39.
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The Examiner on the following day paid this tribute

to him who often was called ''The Father of San Francisco

Journalism;''

Pranl: Soule proved himself to be a man of high-
est integrity, and in spite of his political
labors the breath of suspicion never attached
itself to his name. He was an easy, graceful,
talented writer, and has v/rltten many charming
verses. The dull grinding routine work of a
daily paper never drove poetry out of his soul
or laid its imprint on the honest, earnest la-
bors of his life. His aim was to make men and
women wiser and hotter, and though his best la-
bors were engulfed in the yawning abyss of im-
personal journalism, and his talents but little
known outside of a small circle of readers
their effects will live though ho never reaped
any adequate reward... Frank Soule' died a poor
man in spito of years of toil and a life's
practice of self denial.

LORIHG PICKERING

The following excerpts from the Bulletin of Decem-

ber 22, 1892 are obituary notes, which throw light on the ca-

reer of Loring Pickering, another Important San Francisco

Journalist, who unlike most of his colleagues stayed in the

profession in the city of his adoption for many decades.-

The senior proprietor of the Morning Call , and
Evening Bullotlln died at his residence on Bush
Street at 0:45 o'clock this morning. With him
there passes away one of the most venerable of
California's pioneers. Born in Richmond, New
Hampshire on July 21, 1812, he was in his
eighty-first year,...

In 1832, when scarcely twenty- one years of ago,
ho wont West with a view of settling In that
then cc^mparatively unoxplorod region. He clerk-
ed in stores in Now Orleans, Louisville and St.
Louis and returning to Now Hampshire after an
absence of a year or two, he married the daugh-
ter of a prominent citizen of his native tovm.
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Not long after this he again started West tak-
ing with him his young wife and infant child.
He settled at a place called Hennepin, in Ill-
inois and engaged in the mercantile pursuits
but soon engaged in journalism and for some
time published a v/eekly called the Hennepin
Journal,.. Pour years later he sold out his
business and wont to St, Louis where he joined
others and purchased two newspapers, the Re-
porter and the Mis sourian . . .

.

Mr. Pickering reached California in the fall of
1849 prepared to begin life anew. For awhile
he lived with his delicate wife in a tent and
like other pioneers of that early period skir-
mished for food. Sarly in 1850 he went to Ill-
inois town, in Placer County, then a promising
mining camp and establMied a merchandise store.
Ho continued there until past midsummer when he
rct-urned to Sacramento with a moderate sum of
money the profits of his business.,,.

In the latter part of 1850 he purchased an in-
terest in the Placer Times , the pioneer paper
of Sacramento, His partner was Joseph Lau-
rence, a young man who had editorial charge of
the paper for some months previously, the ovm-
ers being E. Gilbert and Co., of the Alta Cal -

ifornia . The cholera epidemic of lS50 made
business very dull for the year following. There
were throe daily papers then existing at Sacra-
mento, and in Juno 1851, The Times consolidated
with the Transcript. The latter vias ovmcd by
George K. Pitch and Martin P. Grove and hero
began- the long partnership of Mr.Loring and Mr.
Pitch, now sadly ended by death.

The business of tho Times and Transcript at
once 'became prosperous. It was so prosperous in
fact, that tho field attracted other newspaper
men, and soon competition became very strong. In
June 1852 Pickering, Pitch and Laurence pur-
chased the interests of Grove and moved the pa-
per to San Prancisco. Llr. Grove returned East
with what was then considered a competence, viz.
Ol5,000 or ^20,000,

The Times and Transcript was the representative
Democratic paper of the State and in this city
it become more profitable than It had been in
Sacramento. In tho summer of 1853, tho ovmers sold

It to a firm in which Benjamin P. Washington,
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Vincent E. Goiger and George Kerr were prin-
cipals and the former became its editor.

Mr. Piclcerlns with Itr. Fitch established a bank-
ing and stock brokerage business, but after less
than two years they closed out this venture and
purchased the Alta California . . . then one of
the prominent journals of the city.... The part-
nership continued but nine months, however, when
the papor was sold to Frederick Mac Crellish.
This sale took place early in 1856.

Mr. Pickering was a member of the Vigilance
Committee of that year, and after the subsi-
dence of the agitation of that troublous per-
iod, he undertook a trip to Europe, Ho remained
abroad four years for the most part residing
in Paris, whore he studied the French language
and the customs of the people.

In 1860 ho returned to San Francisco and soon
thereafter again embarked upon tho sea of jour-
nalism.

WILLIAM YJALKSR

William Walker, erstwhile editor of tho Daily Her -

ald in 1850, was always popular in San Francisco. Early in

his newspaper career he ran afoul of Judge Levi Parsons of

the District Court and was imprlsonod for contempt. His so-

journ in jail was a personal triumph for the fiery little ed-

itor. The entire city waited upon the prisoner, and a largo

nimbor of petitions v/cro circulated calling for tho impeach-

ment of Judge Parsons. After some months Walker was released

on a vfrit of habeas corpus. The people had been aroused to

an extent vifhich almost equalled the excitement attending tho

formation of the Vigilance Committee, a further Indication of

the man's popularity.
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Walker was a little man, only five feet tall and

weighing less than one hundred pounds, but in aggressiveness

he made up for his diminutive stature. His career was a

stormy one. His first attempt to set up an independent re-

public in lower California failed, but eventually'- he shifted

his scene of activity to Central America and enjoyed a tem-

porary success as President of Nicaragua. The Evening Bul-

letin of April 26, 1856 mentions his activltlos in the for-

eign news section. It speaks of the firm establishment of

his government in Nicaragua, his receipt of additional men,

money, arms and provisions.

His brush with Cornelius Vandorbilt, who was at-

tempting to gain control of the government to promote his

transportation schemes led to Walker's downfall; but not be-

fore ho made an abortive attempt to conquer neighboring Hon-

duras. \Vhilc carapaigning in the latter country in 1360 ho was

captured and executed by the natives with the help of a Brit-

ish forco. William Walker was the greatest fillbustor of his

day.

HENRY GEORGE

During the early period there arrived in San Fran-

cisco a young printer, Henry George who later became world

famous as an oconomlst and as the author of Progress and Pov-

erty . According to Journals of the Golden Gate , which gives

as its avithority an article by Charles Shlnn on "Early Books,

Magazines and Bookmaking," in the Overland Monthly of October
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1883, Henry George in 1855 published three issues of the

State , none of which are extant.-;:- That this was not true of

1855 is suggested by the notes on George in the Dictionary

of American Biography which give 1855 as the year the six-

teen-year-old lad was sailing as a foremast boy on the Hindoo

bound for Melbourne and Calcutta. It was not until his re-

turn to the United States in 1856 that ho began to learn the

printing trade.

He left Philadelphia December 22, 1857 as a steward

on the lighthouse ship Schubrick for San Francisco.

Unable to find omploymont ho set out for the placer

mines of Eraser Rivor in British Columbia whore ho vrorkod in

a minors' supply storo. Tho advorso reports from the mines

hastened his return to San Francisco in December 1858.

Ho worked as compositor on tho Homo Journal then

started a publication of his own, The Evening Journal doomed

to failure from the start. Henry George married and set out

for Sacramento where he eked out a meager existence by '"sub-

bins" on the Union. After the added responsibility of a

-X- The only reference to Henry George and Tir. Shinn's article
in the Overland I.Ionthly is: "Perriss' Financial Sconomy dSG?)
preceded Henry Goorge in many of his financial views, Thore

was Henry George's weekly the State begun during the New Con-

stitution struggle, continued loss than throo months and so

rare that a complete set is not Imown to be extant. Tho first

edition of Fir. Gcorgo's Progress and Poverty , too, first saw

the light in this city." p, 352.
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child, born in November 1862, he worked his way back to San

Francisco by selling newspaper subscriptions and clothes

wringers along the v;ay. Two of his friends joined him in a

job printing venture where he often bartered his skill and

products for food and fuel, A second child was born at this

time of stress.

In these desperate days he experienced the bitter-

ness of poverty and became qualified in its school to write

about it. The Galifornian in 1865 included his contributions

with those of Bret Harte and Mark Twain.

In 1865 he was a reporter and then became an edi-

torial writer and finally managing editor on the Times before

he quit the paper in 1868. He left that fall for the east to

get the San Francisco Herald admitted to the Associated Press

but failed in this and also in his attempt to establish an

independent wire service,

I'Vhen he returned to California he became editor of

the Oakland Transcript , a newly established democratic paper.

It was at this time that his theory of land values ripened

into a conviction which gripped him with compelling emotion.

It was that monopoly of land, especially by the railroads

would advance wealth and increase poverty. Looking for an or-

gan through vjhlch he could convey his theories he became part

owner and editor in December 1871 of the Daily Evening Post ,

a crusading publication which failed after four years of

struggle.
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gas meters, he gave his leisure time to the answer of the

question that haunted him: IVhy does want go with wealth? In

September 1877 during the depression, which caused riots by

labor throughout the country and especially in San Francisco,

Henry George began the writing of the book, Progress and Pov-

erty , v/hich made him famous. Plates of the book were made in

San Francisco by William Hlnton and 50C copies, an author's

edition were published in 1879.

Appleton's on receipt of the plates published the

regular edition of the book in 1880. The author left San

Francisco in August of that year and continued as a lecturer

and writer. His book became a best seller here and in Europe.

His death on October 28, 1897 was mournod by

thousands who thronged to view the body of the champion whose

pen and voice had v/rought incessantly in the behalf of those

ground under the heel of poverty,

THE OTHERS

Kemble in his article looks back over the crowded,

hectic years from 1848 to 1858 and from among the hundreds of

newspaper men of the period selects a few of the outstanding,

who prompted him to these comments:

Gilbert's fate v/e have already mentioned, also
that of King and Dunn, at the hands of assas-
sins; Nugent, IVashburn, Loohr and Rapp have been
wounded in duels, and Russell dangerously wound-
ed with a knife -- all for articles they had
written.
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Lafuente and Walton have been sent to the pen-
itentiary, the former for homicide and the lat-
ter for larceny,

Washington is Collector; Hemstead, Mint Super-
intendent; Moulder is State Superintendent of
Public Instruction; Johnston, Clerk of the
United States Circuit Court; Nugent, United
States Commissioner to Praser River; and Korn,
Port Warden. Ewer has taken to the pulpit;
Durivage and Pillot to the stage; Hull married
Lola Montea; and Walker made himself world fa-
mous by filibustering in Lower California and
Nicaragua. Some went last Summer (in 1358) to
Australia. Conner went to Chile; Horan to Mex-
ico; Rico to Panama, Proebel to Germany, Lach-
apollc to Franco, Williston to Victoria;a score
of others aro scattered about in different
States and Torritorios of the Union, and an un-
loiovm niorabor are engaged in farming and trad-
ing in California. Not one can be said to have
become rich from the profits of their newspaper.
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THE FRONT OITICE

The heart of any publication Is its front office.

The various incidents for good or evil in the economic life

of a community -- booms, depressions and disasters — affect

the vjelfare of a newspaper as much as that of any other com-

mercial enterprise.

In San Francisco's pioneer days business was lucra-

tive for the publisher in direct proportion to the profits

made by other commercial enterprises in the movement of goods

and the rendering of services.

The "front office" was first confined to the pub-

lishers' buckskin pokes or tin strong boxes. As the life of

an expanding community became more involved , so did the bus-

iness departments of the various newspapers.

THE BOOSTER EDITION

The incentive for gain as it effected the publish-

er and his advertisers alike was responsible for the first

notable service to the California frontier by Journalism.

Hence the booster edition was a distinctive business office

proposition.

The booster edition originated in San Francisco as
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early as 1648 and '.7as published nainly for distribution in

the East for the sole purpose of attracting colonists.

The California Star published the first booster

extra, an undertaking partly financed by a three column ad-

vertisement of Brandreth's pills iwhich bc'jan to appear in

January 1848. Tliis ertra edition of 2500 copies featured

California as a genuine promised land, praised its climate

and soil and extolled the opportunities the ne^ country of-

fered to the artisan and cattle raicer. It was dated April

1, 1848 and was dispatched by a courier who was under con-

tract to deliver the edition to Independence, Tsflissouri , where

another ''orruon settlei/ient had been established. It is im-

possible to determine Just hov? many emigrants were attracted

by the six columns of reader-advertisings* in this edition

because an event of far .'^^reater attraction — the discovery

of gold -- had tal:en place earlier in the year,

G-CLD

The editors of the two papers paid but slight at-

tention to the stories which began to filter into their quiet

offices regarding Marshall's discovery on January 24, 1848,

several months before the booster edition of the California

Star was on its way to the East. The Californian first broke

the news on I'arch 15, and the first notico of gold, written

by Xemble appeared in the California Str.r ten days later.

^Advertisements vjrittcn in the form of ne-"s stories , insert-
ed in the news column, rather than the advertising section.
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The arrival of the good ship Proohlyn with its

sober hard-working colonist.?, the founding of tvjo newspapers,

and the change in the name of the corjnunity did not at once

turn the rude frontier settlement into a thriving tovm. The

magic that really awakened the village was GOLD FREE GOLD.*

The publicity given it bj- the pioneer editors, nig-

gardly as it was eventually reached the lines of coimnunica-

tion on the outside where it was quickly picked up and dis-

tributed to the world. California became the center of inter-

national attention and San Francisco the gatewa3'- for a horde

of adventurers anxious to stake their all in a desperate ef-

fort to obtain some of the precious metal. The gold rush was

largely the result of advertising and newspaper publicity.

PR5YI0US DISC0V5RY

In the case of Marshall's discovery of gold at Sut-

ter's mill the two San Francisco newspapers publicized it,

reluctantly at first to be sure; but later when they realized

that gold was being found in great quantities they influenced

others to try their fortunes in the gold fields. The press

played its part in the event which ¥fas destined to alter the

course of the city, the state and the nation; and the fortunes

of the publishers.

In the opinion of one chronicler of those days:

It is not without the bounds of possibility
that the discovery at Sutter's mill might have

'Loose gold not in a vein, such as a nugget or flake.
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proved ns uniiuport ^nt as nn earlier find of the
precious metal in Los Angeles county, made by
Francisco Lopez in 1641, had not the men who
made their way to California in 1845 and 1847
brought with them the means as well as the news
disseminating propensity.*

DAYS OF '49

San Fr-.ncisco began to grow rapidly. At the begin-

ning of 1848 its population was 800, and speculation in torn

lots was rife. It is said that the American immigration which

followed the r-^.ising of the American flag cre'-.ted a demand

for real estate unknown before that event. Prior to the flag

raising cercm-ony of July 9, 1846 there had been a total of

only 112 lots granted Yerba Buena but in the succeeding

months before the treaty of Guadulupe Kidalgo was officially

signed 525 lots h^:d been sold by the Am.erican alcalde.

By the middle of May 1848 the gold lust had caused

the c,ity's inhabit-.nts to remove in such numbers that the

streets of San Francisco appeared deserted, and business was

at a standstill. For the time at least apparently gold-seek-

ing had de-^. It a de-^.th blow to the comjnunity. But soon condi-

tions changed; the harbor took on an air of ever increasing

activity; hundreds of vessels sailed throuf^li the Golden Gate

with full passenger lipts; and thousands of emigrants began

their perilous .journey across the pl-^. ins.

*Young , John P. Journalism in California
, p. 2. General John

Bidwell, in his Echoes of the Past about California
, gives

credit to Baptiste Ruelle as discoverer of gold in California
in 1841.
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THE METROPOLIS OF THE liUSST

The period of the gjrecitest influx V/^s 1649; by the

midcila of that yeur r'.ore than 600 vessels had. entered the

bay, and in the ensuing months even a greater number arrived.

It was estimated that 40,000 people came by ship,most of whom

hurried away to the mines; but sone remained in San Francisco

to engage in their respective crafts with the result that in

February 1349 the population had increased to 2000; by August

it was boosted to 6000 and when winter forced the miners to

return to the city, the census was about 20,000.

STEAi^IER EDITIONS

Besides the booster edition San Francisco news-

papers originated what they named "steamer editions." The

arrival and departure of ships were high moments in the port

and at such times people crowded the wharf anxious to receive

and send greetings. As a vessel left the comj-Qon desire to get

the news of the happenings in California to kinsmen and

neighbors in the East 77a s intensified; but to send such greet-

ings and news with the crew by word of mouth was unsatisfac-

tory and unreliable.

The alert Kem.ble made these desires of his fellow-

townsmen articulate by having the Alta print a steamer edi-

tion, a custom to be followed by other San Francisco papers

throughout thg/ next decade. The Alta started this venture

April 9, 1849 after having been forced to suspend publication

for two weeks on account of paper shortage. When the Panama
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left the next da-', it carried ^ii'ith it to the Atlantic? Coast a

large mamber of the Alta California for the Steamer .

SDITOHS COin/ENTIOF

From San Francisco the center, nevjspapsrs ciuickly

spread to other communities and publishing became an industry

and profession of state-v;ide scope and influence. Once their

journals were established as going concerns, the publishers

continued to exercise their pioneering initiative and met in

convention to compare notes on prices and policies. Thus in

1351 was established the "Associated Press of the State of

California." The convention call appearing in nearly all

newspapers continuously for several weeks and as cuoted in

the Califo rnia Courier for July 24, 1851 states:

TO THE EDITOR-^,, R5P0RT5RS , AI^D ^TJ^LISKERS OF

THE CALIF ORNIA IvTEWSPAPER PRESS .

Believing that a meeting of the Editors and Re-
porters of the California Nev;;spaper Press might
be of great advantage to ourselves and the
people of California — by interchanging and
comparing opinions, reviewing better the wants
of each other and every section of the State,
and for adopting some rules and regulations to
secure mutual advantages, and for elevating the
tone and character of the press — we, there-
fore, for these and many other reasons not nec-
essary novj to enumerate, ask our brethern
throughout the State .engaged in the profession,
to meet us in convention, in the City of San
Francisco, on the 8th day of August.

The papers throughout the State will please
copy.

E, Gilbert ": Co.
Alta California
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James :.'. Crane
California Courier

John Nugent
San Francisco Herald

W. A. Grover & Co.
Evening Picayune

W. V. Shepard & Co.
Morning Pos t

Sutherland , Rust & V^Tiite

Pacific Star

G. E. Fitch & Co.
Sacranento Times &

Transcript

George Kerr
San Joaquin Republican

The convention was held on schedule and lasted five

days, August 8th to August 13th, inclusive.

HOST TO EDITORS

San Francisco played host to the editors, publish-

ers and reporters of the C-.lifornia press. The newspaper men

met in the California Exchange and organized, making E. C.

Kemble of the Alta temporary chairman and G. K. Fitch of the

Sa cramento Times and Transcript and A. C. Russel of the San

Francisco Picayune secretaries pro tern.

I'Then the list of newspapers published in the state

was read representatives of the following journals were pre-

sent, according to the report of the convention, published in

an article covering twenty-three inches in the California

Courier of August 27, 1851: El Dorado News , Coloma , repre-

sented by Marcus C. Boruck; Marysville Herald , Stephen C.
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Ivrasset; SacraEiento Daily Union , Dr. J.F. Morse; Sonora Herald

Dr.L, C.G-unn; San Diep^o Herald , J.Judson Aiaes; Alta California
,

E. C. Kemble and C. 3. Buffum; California Courier , James N.

Crane; Evening Picayune , A.C.Russel, C.S.Biden and R.E.Doyle;

San Francisco Herald , A. J. L'oulder, S. Flov-7er; Morning Post ,

W.W. Shepard , Chas. Fernald , P.A. Brinsmade; Sunday Dispatch ,

F. C. Ewer; Pacific Star , Rust, Sutherland, White, Snyder.

After the convention had been organized more dele-

gates arrived ,adding to the first list: The editors of Nevada

Journal , H.A.DeCourcy ; Sacramento Union , H.G. Livingston; San

Joaquin Republican ,George Kerr; California Courier ,
P.P.Hull;

Marine Reportorial Establishment , J. M. Ward; and the forem^an

of California Courier ,H.S.M.Farnam; Morning Post , A.Skillman;

Pacific Star , Mr. Mont forth; Daily Union , Messrs. Keating and

Court; Job Office, Dispatch , Messrs. Bonnard and l^Jhitten,

The perm.anent officers elected were: President, Ed-

ward C. Kemble, Alta California ; Vice Presidents, G.K. Fitch,

Sacramento Tim.es and Transcript ; Dr. C. Gunn , Sonora Herald ;

Secretaries, J. JudsonAm.es, San Diego Herald ; Sam Flower,

San Francisco Herald .

The convention spent most of its time on prices for

the papers themselves , for advertising and Job printing and on

the wage scale for printers. The Courier report read:

On motion of James I":. Crane a Committee of five
were appointed to prepare business for the Con-

vention, as follows:

Dr. Gunn of the Sonora Herald , G.K. Fitch , of the
Sacramiento Times and Transcript , J. J. Ames of

the San Diego Herald ,Rich'd. Rust of the Pacific
Star, A.C. Russel of the Evening Picayune .
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On notion, the President was added to the Com-
mittee .

On notion of F. C. Ewer, it was resolved, that
each newspaper represented and each independent
Job office be entitled to one vote in this Con-
vention, — and it was further resolved, that
Messrs. Crane and Russcl, be appointed a Commit-
tee to invite the proprietors of each Job Of-
fice, unconnected with a newspaper establish-
ment , to send representatives to this Conven-
tion.

The Comriittec on business, through their chair-
man, Mr. A.C. Russel, submitted a report, which
was accepted.

On motion of I.ir. Houlder, the consideration of
the report was postponed until tomorrov; morn-
ing.

On motion of Dr.Gunn,the chair appointed a com-
mittee... to report a scale of prices for Job
Work

Messrs. Hayes , of the San Francisco Herald ; J.T.
Cort ,of the Sacr-mcnto P-.ily TJnion ;F.A.Bonnard ,

of the Sunday Di spatch ; Williams , of the Frank-
lin Job Office", and "D. McDermut , of the Alt a
California .

On motion, the following gentlemen Trere appoint-
ed to invite the Typographical Association to
m.eet this Convention in consultation, in rela-
tion to the prices of composition, viz: Messrs.
White, Fitch and Biden.

The committee on the scale of prices of adver-
tising, made the following report jWhich vras ac-
cepted, and unanimously adopted:

1st. That a square shall be considered as 300
ems

.

2nd. That, for any n\imber of insertions less
than six, (which is defined to be one
week,) three dollars per square for the
first insertion, and one dollar and fifty
cents for each subsequent insertion, to
the fifth insertion.

3rd. Tf.'eekly advertisements — for one week per
square, $19; for tv.'o weeks ,$16; for three
weeks

, $13.
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4th. Advertisements monthly, or for a longer
period. —For the first month, per square,
§20; for each succeeding month $10; all
standing advertisements to be considered
as cell otal le monthly, (sic)

Special rates - For auctioneers, $2 per square
for the first insertion, and $1 per square for
each subsequent insertion - no discount.

All strictly political, religious or benevolent
notices,and which shall be construed as notices
appertaining to Fire Department Companies, Sons
of Temperance, Odd Fellows, or Masonic Orders,
shall be charged at one-half of the above es-
tablished rates. Legal Notices when paid in
advance, |3 for the first insertion, and $1,50
for each_^subsequent insertion. ?/hen not paid In
advance $3 per square. Fractions of time upon
weekly or monthly advertisements shall be com-
puted in the ratio of the weekly or monthly
rates as established....

lifhen an advertisement exceeds a square, a pro-
portionate charge shall be made for the excess.

Mr.Fitch,Vice-President ,being in the chair, Mr.
Kem-ble, chairman of the committee appointed to
confer with the Typographical Association in
relation to the wages paid to printers reported
that they had met this morning a committee from
that association, consisting of Messrs. <J. C.
Hinckley, Jas, O'Meara, A. Skillman, Thos. Reed
and M. J. Hartnett, empowered to bind the asso-
ciation, as set forth in a statement drawn up by
the convention.

On motion, Mr. L. W. Sloat of the San Francisco
Price Current was admitted as a member of the
convention.

One motion was offered by Mr.F. C, Ewer ,that none
but the delegates from the City press be al-
lowed to vote on the issue which has been
raised between the San Francisco Typographical
Society and the Proprietorial convention. The
motion was lost by the following vote: Nine to
five.

FIRST LABOR RELATIONS

The report of the committee upon the rates of



54

wages to be paid to Printers being taken up as

special order of business, Mr, Shepard offered

the following resolution:

Resolved that the scale of prices to be baid
printers by the proprietors of newspapers ,

as

reported by the committee to whom the matter
was referred, be and is hereby established, to

take effect from and after the second Monday of

September next , and that the proprietors of

newspapers give suitable bonds to sustain their

rates for the period of one year from the se-

cond Monday of September, as specified. On

motion, the consideration of the resolution was

postponed until the afternoon session....

On motion of Mr. Crane, it was resolved, That the

committee appointed to report a scale of prices

for Job work be discharged and that a new com-

mittee be appointed for that purpose.

The President appointed the following gentle-

men: Messrs. Rust, Ewer and Flower.

The report of the committee on prices of news-

papers was taken up from the tabic and accept-

ed, and after amendments, the following prices
were adopted:

Daily papers, when sold to subscribers at the

counter, 10?;; daily papers, when sold to newsmen
to be sold in the streets, or sold at the lit-

erary depots , or furnished to expressmen to be

sold in the State, 55;;daily papers delivered to

regular subscribers, per week, 50^; out of which
carriers shall receive for their services, 20%;

daily papers , three months subscripti on ,$6; semi-

monthly steamer papers, 25?f each, exclusive of

postage; weekly papers, the prices to be deter-

mined by the proprietors respectively....

The minutes of the Editors' Convention were so long

that it was carried ovur to the next day. It appeared in

column five, page two, California Courie r of August 28, 1851.

Prices for Job Work.

Posters 1-8 sheet, first hundred, $8.00,
each additional hundred, 3.00.
1-4 sheet, first hundred, 10.00,
each additional hundred, 4.00.
1-4 sheet, first hundred, 15.00,
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each additional hundred, 8.00.
Whole sheet ,first hundred, 20.00,
each additional hundred, 10.00.

Theatrical- Whole sheet, 24x35, first hundred,
$15; each additional hundred, $10.
Double sheet ,first hundred ,$25; each
additional hundred ,$15. Programmes

,

1-8 sheet ,first hundred ,$8; each ad-
ditional hundred

J $3.

Circulars - 1-4 sheet ,( letter sheet) first hun-
dred, $10; each additional hundred,
$5. 1-2 sheet (letter sheet) first
hundred, $12; each additional hun-
dred, $6. V/hole sheet, (2 pages long
primer) $20; each additional hundred,
$10.

Labels Common size, about 3x1-1/2 inch
,
per

1000, $8; each additional thousand,
$4. Election tickets,per 1000 up to
5000 ,$10; each additional 1000 over
5000, without change, $5.

Cards Ordinary size business cards, first
hundred ,§3; each additional hundred,
|4. Large size, 6x8, first hundred,
^20; each additional hundred ,$12. Ex-
tra large, first hundred, 8x12,045;
each additional hundred, $35,

Deeds One page foolscap,per 100 ,$15; each
additional hundred, $8. Over two im-
pressions, first hundred

J
$25; each

additional one hundred, $12, or one
ream $40

.

Catalogues- Four pages, book form, octavo, per
hundred, $30; each additional page,
do. ,$7, Title pages and blank pages
to be charged at the same rates ,ac-
cording to custom.

Checks First ream, $60; each subsequent
ream, $40. Half ream, $40.

Bill-Heads- First ream, $35; each subsequent
ream, $25. Half ream, $25.

Receipts -- Five on sheet, first thousand, $30;
each subsequent thousand ,$15, Press
work on engravings, per token, $8.
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"Book Work" Each thousand ems, 04; each token
press work, 04.

"Newspaper Work" Each thousand ems, $4;each to-
ken press work, $4.

"Color Work"For each additional color, 50 per
cent above the price for v/ork in
black.

"Bronze Work" Double the price of black.

On motion of Mr.Shepard, it was resolved, "That
this convention resolve itself into an associa-
ted body, under the style and denomination of
'The Associated Press of the State of Califor-
nia,' that our annual meeting take place on the
8th day of August, 1852, at such place as the
President shall direct , and that the present
officers of this convention remain as the of-
ficers of this body for one year from the said
8th day of August, 1851.

PRINTER'S ViAGE SCALE FIGHT

ITien the printers had returned from the gold mines

the rate of pay became that of the prevailing wage in the

gold fields of $16 a day or eight thousand ems at $2 per

thousand ems. In 1850 with more printers arriving in the city

this was reduced to Ol»50 per thousand ems. This reduction

made the compositors form a society vjhich became the nucleus

of the Pacific Typographical Society. The union rate in New

York at the time when San Francisco paid 01.5O, was 32 cents

per thousand ems.

The story of the controversy that took place be-

tween the publishers and the printers was aired in a long

statement in the Alta California of October 28,1851. Although

this is a onesided statement it throws light on a labor issue

in the 1850s taking place in the field of the newspapers. A
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fevi; excerpts follow:

The late action of the proprietors of this
newspaper, in exercising the right of controll-
ing their own business in their own way, having
created some degree of interest among indus-
trial classes , and led to considerable discus-
sion, we shall make a succinct statement of our
connection with and the conduct of the Pacific
Typographical Society.

The proprietors of this journal gave employment
to the first printers ever employed in San
Francisco. The prices paid were in accordance
with the rates of other labor, and arose in a

corresponding ratio with everything else, under
the impetus given to all industry by the dis-
covery of gold; the printers themselves, like
other mechanics, fixing the rates at which they
¥;orked.

The rates then became the afore-mentioned but the

printers according to the Alta demanded "ol.25 for every hour

which they stood idle when engaged on piecework."

The publisher of the paper after repeated contro-

versies laid off its crew and advertised for printers not

asking for Typographical Association rates but , as none re-

ported , rehired their former employees the same evening.

The Alta , representing its side of the controversy,

closed its statement to the public rith these words:

l;Ve bore their tyranny as long as it could be
borne, and until we could free ourselves from
it. Their own conduct forced us to discharge
them and employ others v.'ho , i;±iile receiving the
same compensation as their predecessors re-
ceived , are willing that we shall have some
voice in the management of our own business,and
who are disposed to be governed by the rules of
justice and a firm regard for the rights of
others. In making this change we conceive that
we have exercised a right inherent in everyman
to employ whom^ he chooses in the prosecution of
his business. The men whom we have dismissed
from their places, have made a strenuous effort
to prejudice this paper in the estimation of
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the craft and of the public, by misrepresenta-
tion and abuse. Having paid them for their ser-
vices at the rates and under regulations fixed
by themselves , we can afford to let them take
their own course. We are at last independent of

them and shall endeavor to remain so.

The editors convention, which met at the height of

this controversy, appointed a committee to confer with the

Typographical Association. According to the reports of the

convention published in the California Courier August 27 ,1851

Kemble of the Alta was the chairman and the scale adopted by

the convention was as follows:

For composition on the morning papers , each 1000

ems ,$1.50;evening papers ,§1.25;morning papers,
per week, $60; evening papers , $50; Job hands ,$50;

hand pressman, each token, |l.50. Foremen for

morning newspaper offices, per week, not less

than $80;evening papers ,
per week, not less than

$65; job offices per week, $60.

At the time of the controversy ,the Alta California ,

according to Kemble, was making an estimated $15,000 a week.

FIRE PREVEmiON CA^gAIGN

A series of disastrous fires between 1849 and 1851,

threatened the very existence of the city and finally result-

ed in a vmited campaign by the newspapers and business inter-

ests to remedy the conditions responsible.

Six conflagrations in two years had destroyed over

2000 buildings and $20,000,000 worth of property.

A new city charter came up for consideration, the

building program was changed, ordinances were passed curtail-

ing the erection of firetraps ,and fire-fighting equipment was

established. There was no slack In real estate; San Francisco
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building sites were selling by auction vjith 122 lots between

Clay and Sacramento, Davis and East streets going under the

block for Q total of 01,193,750.

The alacrity v;ith v;hich San Francisco sprang
forth again and again from her ashes and deso-
lation vjas fittingly commemorated by the city's
common council, v;hen in 1852 it adopted as the
design for its corporation seal "a phoenix ris-
ing from the flames in front of the Golden
Gate, v:ith emblems of commerce on each side and
the words 'Seal of the City of San Fr-^ncisco'
around the margin." The Phoenix may indeed be
deemed a fit emblem for the marvelous rebuild-
ing of San Francisco *

The follovjing news story appeared in column one,

page one, of the San Francisco Herald , January 4, 1855:

PROPERTY DESTROYED BY FIRE DURING 1854

The following tablo shov/s the number of fires,
together with the total value of property de-
stroyed by fire in San Francisco during the
past year. As will be seen, there were sixty-
two fires—destroying property amounting in the
aggregate to three hundred and eighty-six thou-
s and eight hundred and ninety-five dollars . The
bulk of this may be divided' between the three
great fires of the year, viz: The fire of May
31,... During the year the Fire Department has
been called out, on an average of three times in
each week,and in a majority of instances alarms
have occurred during the hours of night.

JANUARY. The alarm at 7 o'clock, P.M., pile of
shavings, IContgomery street, rear Bush .,..8th,
alarm at 4-1/2 o'clock, P. M. , an unoccupied
building on Broadway, below Stockton Street; no
damage except by water. .. .10th , alarm at 5
o'clock, P.M., chimney.... 13th, fire, 9 o'clock
P. M. . camphene lamp in front of Clayton's
Saloon. . .

.

Thus each month of the ye-.r is taken individually,

*Hunt
, Rockwell D. , California the Golden , pp. 262, 263.
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and the fires listed. October had but one fire,while July and

August seem to have had the majority.

THE CITY 'S GRC-.'TH

San Francisco's remarkable growth, largely the re-

sult of financial excesses ,never ceased. It was a man's town.

By 1355 its nondescript buildings of the early days had been

replaced by stone. The Daily Herald of January 1,1855 ran the

following editorial in column one page two, referring to the

city's progress:

We would call the special attention of our
readers to an article on the first page, showing
the nximber of Brick Buildings in every block in
the city,their size and valuation. From, that it
will be seen t-he whole number in the city is
633,which at a valuation based upon the present
low prices of materials and labor, are worth
$13,618,750. The article will be found worthy
of close examination, and may be relied upon as
strictly correct.

The front page nevjs story referred to in this edi-

torial follows verbatim:

BRICK Aim STONE 3UILDINGS IN SAN FRAFCISCO

CAPITAL I^P/ESTED IN PEmCALTENT ItgROVEfvrEIJTS

We give belovj a carefully arranged table show-
ing the whole number of brick buildings and
their estimated value on each block in the
city. It is believed that every brick and stone
building within the City limits is enumerated.
In the table prepared for the Herald one year
ago the various so-called Blocks (Montgomery
Block, for instance,) were divided into stores,
each of which was set dcy; n as a separate build-
ing. The present arrangement includes all as one
building, unless there is a distinguishing sep-
aration. This will account for any discrepancy
that may appear to those comparing the two ta-
bles. The comer buildings are only counted
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tv;ice. The v?lur.tion is as near the correct ?.-

mount as it is possible to attain. In most in-

stances the proprietors vjcre consulted; and in

others, the books of the City Assessors; v:hile

many have been valued according to size,height,
etc. , on a basis
architect of this
capital invested
^.cter is o^'ned by
Exchange building
I.^'atheson & Co.

,

firra. It cost

furnished by a v.ell-kno\-:n

City. A large amount of the
in improvements of this ch^'.r-

foreigners .The ¥.gv Merchant's
is the property of Jardine,

of China , a well-knovm English
$100,000 and is one of the many

instances of confidence in our prosperity ex-
hibited by capitalists abroad. The following is

the table referred to:

VALUATION OF THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS :

Montgomery Block. ,
.?p200 ,000

Metropolitan Theatre and Block 150 ,000

Dr. V-right 's Banking House. 120 ,000

Custom House Block. 120 ,000

City Hall 110 ,000

Forth Point Dock Warehouse. 100 ,000

Whipple's Building, (Commercial street), 100,000
Merchants ' Exchange 100 >000

California Block 100 ,000

Express Building 80 ,000

Armory Hall "75 ,000

International Hotel 75 ,000

Dr. Scott 's Church. 60 ,000

Moore, Folger & Dots' s Block, (California street).. 60,000
Thayer's Building, (Montgomery street,).. 60,000
Parrott's Building... 60,000
Maynard ' s Row 50 ,000

HoT^ard & Fells' Building 50 ,000

New American Theatre 50 ,000

Le Count & Strong's Building, 50,000
Vandeveer House 50 ,000

Captain Patterson's Block 50 ,000

Palmer, Cook & Co.'s Block, (Merchant street,).... 50,000
Palmer, Cook & Co. 's Block, ( Clay street ,

)

46,000
New Orleans Warehouses 48 ,000

St Mary's Cathedral 48,000
Smiley, Yerkes & Co.'s Building 45,000
Sansome Block 45 ,000

Virginia Block 45 ,000

Lucas , Turner & Co. 's Banking House 40 ,000

New Building corner of California and Montgomery.. 40,000
Empire Block 40 ,000

Also-? ?: Co.'s Building 40,000
Union street Bonded Warehouse 40 ,000
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Cunningham's Block ,,.... 40,000
Union Hotel 40 ,000
B. Davidson's Building 40,000
Austin & Co.'s Building 40,000
Union Street School House 40 ,000
North Beach School House 35 ,000
Sherman's Building 35,000
Gamage Ec Mac Crellish's Building... 35,000
T. K. Battelle's Building 3S ,000
C. Bauer's Building 50,000
St, ]\"icholas Hotel 30,000
Abel Guy ' s Building 30 ,000
Hutton & Co .

' s Building 30 ,000
Rankin oc Co.'s Building 30,000
Flint's Warehouse 30,000
J". J. Chauviteau's Building 30,000
J. H. Shelby's Building 30,000
Grogan & Lent 's Building 30 ,000
Wilson's E>:change 30,000
Truett ^ Truett's Building 30,000
Court Block 30 ,000
Congregat ional Church 30 ,000
Unitarian Church. 30 ,000
McAllister's Building 30,000
Parson's Building 30,000

(Then follows an individual listing of ALL the streets)

Thus:

Mason street -

between
Stories High Uo. of
12 3 4 Buildinffs

Value

Broadway and Vallejo -11
Filbert and Greenwich - 2 -

Lombard and Chestnut 1 - -
1
1

$20 ,000
8,000
7,000

Total 3 1 $35,000

(This individual listing occupies 27 inches.)

It is estimated
have been built
that number may
versant with the
erty,it will be

that one hundred of the above
during the past year, although
seem large to those not con-
facts. The valuation of prop-

scon, is largely upon Montgomery
street. Of this ,Mr. Samuel Brannan owns •^-235, 700.

The improvements in the outskirts are, generally
residences, built in a cheap but durable style.
The buildings erected in the business portion
of the city are heavy, substantial, commodious,
and perfectly fire-proof—many of them are also
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richly ornamented. Battery street has more sep-
arate buildings than any other in the city, al-
though their value is by no means as great as
that of the buildings on many other streets....

I'any of the buildings, valued in the foregoing,
COST THREE TD-IES THE AI.^OUKT SET DOWN. An alloT7-
ance has been made for the depreciation value
of bricV.is , timber cement , labor etc. , since their
construction, the idea being solely to get at
the amount of capital invested in brick and
stone buildings at the present time. The
necessit3^ of constructing perfectly fireproof
houses seems to have ceased. All remember the
easy conquest of iron fronts by the disastrous
conflagration which occurred in TTay 1851, and
the horrible fate of the parties in the build-
ing, then standing on the northwest corner of
Sacramento and Montgomery streets. T/'hen the re-
building commenced "iron plate" fronts were
discarded. Within the past year ,however , it would
seem that the confidence placed in the Eire De-
partment has again brought the use of open
doorways and iron fronts for first stories into
requisition.

The extension of limits in which no wooden
buildings shall be erected after a certain per-
iod, would prove beneficial to the citizens at
large. The present limits are Pacific, Dupont ,

Pine and Front streets , including of course, one
side of those streets.

YJAGES

Listed in the California Chronicle of January 4,

1856 are the following prices for labor which are representa-

tive of the low cost mentioned editorially:

Blacksmiths 5.00 per day

Machinists 5.00 per day

Boilermakers 6.00 per day

Jewelers 4,00 per day

Lapidaries 6.00 per day

Carriage-makers 4.00 and 5.00 per day
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Stone Masons

3ri6kla3'-ers

Stevedores

Musicians

House painters

Printers

Woodchoppers

Farmers

Clerks

Seamstresses

Engineers

Servant girls

Seamen

$ 5.00

5.00 and 7.00

6.00

16.00

5.00

1.00

35.00 to 40.00

35.00 to 40.00

40.00 to 150.00

30.00 to 40.00

210.00

25.00 to 40.00

25.00 to 30.00

Clerks in govern-
ment offices 150.00 to 250.00

per da^'

per day

per day

per day

per day

per 1000 ems

per month

per month

per month

per month

per month

per month

per month

per month

PUSir^ESS COiroiTIONS: 1850-1859

Business throughout the fifties was uncertain, des-

pite the huge production of gold and a plentiful supply of

money.

Before the close of 1848 the gold yield of Cal-

ifornia had reached ^^10 ,000.00 .The next year —
the famous '49— it was four times as great ,and

in 1853 it reached the enormous amount of

$65,000,000.*

Much of the business was transacted on a gold

basis, and the precious metal was commonly used as the medium

of exchange. Good wages prevailed .prices were high, and there

*Hunt , Rockwell D. California the Golden , p. 198.
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was no shortage of specie as indicated by the follovjing ed-

itorial from the California Courier of June 20, 1851:

THREE GMT PIECES: Adams cc Co.
, yesterday even-

ing sent us a small package of the new silver
coin of the denomination of three cents. They
are beautiful pieces, and vje hope their coinage
will have the effect to drive all copper coin
out of currency. In this country, however, they
are of little consequence ,as no article ,however
trifling, sells for less than a dime*

Local conditions naturally brought about spasms of

unrest. The citj' was an infant,the state was barely organized,

government was untried and the lawless elements were active.

In 1853 a slump began in San ?rancisco real estate as a

result of both land frauds and the Juggling of city property

by corrupt officials but it was only temporary. The general

trend was largely a reflection of business in the East , cur-

tailment of credit and poor banking facilities. In the Wide

Y^est of July 30, 1854 a long editorial bewailed the stagnant

condition of immigration and urged California capitalists to

establish a newspaper in some of the Atlantic coast cities

and devote itself to boosting California as a place to set-

tle. Wide Y'es t declared emigrants were needed as business was

slumping rapidly and Easterners had been handed such exagger-

ated statements about the state that they shied from it. The

editor concluded his ''bad business" tirade with this revela-

tion:

In the East one merchant will ship goods on
consignment to California unsolic itsd ,while his
next door neighbor will refuse credit to the
most careful and responsible merchants of the
State

.
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On the same page the newspaper carried this pros-

perity note:

A v;riter on the Boston Journal estimates that
if the ishole product of California ^eve in sil-
ver dollars, it would take thirteen years to
count them, counting twelve hours every day in
the year,and counting sixty dollars every m.in-
ute. The total amount received at thfe mint :from
California, -orior to December 1, 1853, is
$204,000,000.

The year 1855 v;as a good period for San Francisco.

California was producing gold on a great scale , many clipper

ships had been built to handle the increasing amount of com-

merce, builders veve rapidly closing up the gaps in the down-

town area,and general municipal improvements were widespread.

That a boom was in full svjing is evident from the fact that

women, traditionally cautious were beginning to enter the

field of comm.ercial activities. The following "Legal Notice,"

appearing in the Daily Ii erald of January 20 , 1855 is self-

explanato3?3'":

lavTOr ALL I32-T BY TIISSE PRSS3OTS , that I , FARY
V/ILSON, wife of William V.'ilson of the City and
county of San Francisco, hereby declare that it

is my intention, from and after this date, to
avail myself of the benefit of the act , entitled
"An Act to Authorize Married Women to Transact
Business in Their Own Name As Sole Traders,"
that the business intended to be carried on by
me is the Retail Drug Goods Business, and that
I will be individually responsible for all
debts contracted by me on account of said busi-
ness , and that the amount invested in said
business does not exceed the sum. of five thou-
sand dollars.

I'ARY WILSON, her X Mark.

Witness: Thompson Holmes

,

San Francisco, this 5th day of January,
1855.
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Trade associations during this period came to the

fore and began to function under common rules and regulations

for the benefit of their respective members. The Da ily Herald

of June 27, 1855 published the following notice:

We, the undersigned ,Butchers ,Dealers in Vegeta-
bles, and Fish, and in Provisions, in the WASH-
INGTON, PACIFIC,NS^" WORLD and GIAY STREETS MAR-
KETS, in the City of San Francisco, believing
that our comfort and convenience, and that of
our customers, vjill be prompted thereby, hereby
agree, that after the FOURTH DAY OF JULY, 1855,
we will abstain from carrying on the business
in which we are respectively engaged at the
above mentioned Markets, on SUlvTOAYS; that the
doors of said Markets shall be closed on that
day, and that no business of any kind shall be
carried on in said Markets, or upon the premises
connected therewith. It is further agreed, that
the doors of said Markets , which are now closed
on Saturday nights at 6 o'clock P. M. , shall be
open on those nights until 12 o'clock, and the
business in said Ilnrkets carried on as usual
until that hour.

(Then followed a two coluriin list of names of the

dealers, totaling seventy-four in all.)

AN EARLY PANIC

In November 1857 word was received by clipper ship

of the financial panic in the east. Three or four banks closed

their doors at once, and some other financial houses followed

suit. San Fr-ncisco business was at a standstill for months.

In common with other loc-.l newspapers , the ^^'ide ^""cst soft-ped-

alled the depression in the city and state but "played-up"

the reports from the East. Under the heading "Retrenchment" in

the issue of January o ,1858 .without a date line but evidently

meaning New York City, it stated:



68

T'^e prevalent crisis in the Sast seens to have

attracted general attention to the necessity of

saving the pennies. Attacks on female extrava-

gance has already caused a serious diminution

in receipts of various dry goods stores ,and the

no less merited strictures on their part to re-

gulate boarding house provender, that certain

respectable old ladies _,whose custcBiers had been

in the habit of lunching out, declared in com-

munications to ne-^spapers that if the present

condition continues they vjill be compelled to

raise the price of board. Of course the usual

abundant published statistics has taken place

of Franl-.li'n* statistics , relating hovj much might

be saved in the aggregate by drinking one cup

of coff ?e in the morning instead of two ,and us-

ing one in lieu of double spoonfuls of sugar,

(substitutin.n; brown for white,) as well as ab-

staining from useless buttons now adorning

backs of dresses and frock coats where the

waist .joins the skirt. It is not a little

singular though a very gratifying concomitant

of the "'crisis,'' that the business of liquor

saloons has m.aterially fallen off during the

prevalence. The New York Times which published

extended statistics in relation to the panic,

says in this connection:

From information furnished by keepers of liquor

and oyster saloons in Broadway and other prin-

cipal thoroughfares, we find the panic made

serious inroads in the treasuries of all those

popular places of resort. Oysters, whether on

half-shell or otherwise are seldom asked for.

People have suddenly dispensed with cigars —
inveterate topers have come down to six penny

drinks, and the brandy bottle, at ten cents a

glass, is rarely called for. Trade generally is

reported cut by one-third.

Refers to "Poor Richard's Almanac"
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PROSPECTUS OF FIRST NEWSPAPER

Early In 1847 Colton and Semple had high hopes for

the future of The Californlan and published a second pros-

pectus as f olloT/s ;

This is the first paper ever published in Cali-

fornia, and though issued upon a small sheet,

is intended it shall contain matter that will

be read T,vith interest. The principles which

will govern us in conducting it, can be set

forth'^in a few words,

we-;:- shall maintain an entire and utter sever-

ance of all political connexion with Mexico

we renounce at once and forever all fealty to

her laws, all obedience to her mandates.

we shall advocate an oblivion of all past
_
polit-

ical offences and allow every man the privilege

of entorinf^ this new era of ovoits unembarrassed

by any part he may have taken in previous rev-

olutions .

we shall maintain freedom of speech and the

press, and those great principles of religious

toleration, which allows ovory man to worship

God according to the dictates of his o^vn con-

science.

wo shall advocate such a system of public in-

struction as v/ill bring tho means of a good

practical education to every child m Calilor-

nia.

-J. There wore no capital V/'s available, as noted previously.
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we shall urge the immediate establishment of a

well organized government and a universal obe-

dience to its laws,

we shall encourage immigration, and take special
pains to point out to agricultural immigrants
those sections of unoccupied land, v/here the

fertility of tho soil will most amply repay the

labors of the husbandman.

we shall encourage domestic manufactures and
the mechanic arts as sources of private wealth,

individual comfort and indispensable to the

public prosperity.

we shall urge the organization of interior de-

fences sufficient to protect the property of

Citizens from the depredations of tho wild In-

dians .

we shall advocate a territorial relation of

California to the United States, till the nm-
bor of tho inliabitants is such that she can be

admitted a member of that glorious confederacy,

we shall support the present measures of the

commander in chief of the American squadorn

(sic) on our coast, so far as they conduce to

the public tranquility, the organization^ of a

free" representative government and our alliance

with the United States,

we shall advocate the lov/est rate of duties on

foreign imports, and favor an exemption of the

necessities of life, even from these duties.

we shall go for California-- f or__all__heiLA^^-
ests^s£Cial^_civil and rcligio^Jj_--oncouraglng

everything that promotes these, resisting every-

thing that can do thom harm.

This press shall be free and independent; un-

awed by power and untrammelod by party. The

use of its colvijnns shall be denied to none,

who have suggestions to make promotive of the

public wealth.

wo shall lay before our readers the freshest

domestic intelligonco and the earliest foreign

news

.
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The Californlan has been published upwards of

six months; contrary to our expectation. It has
about paid its own expenses.

we are daily expecting our new materials, when
the paper will be enlarged to about double its

present size. It is to be hoped that the in-

creasing po^Dulation, the establisliment of the

goveriLneiit at Monterey v/ill increase our sub-
scription list, so as to justify the extra ex-

pense of enlarging the paper.

Our thanlcs are tendered to our patrons and
friends for past favours and v/e hope that our

futixrc efforts will meet with a continuance of

their confidonco.

THE STAR

The California Star's first issue contained an ed-

itorial full of promises to servo the public faithfully. It

declared itself to bo devoted to the liberties and interests

of the people of California. It urged the importance of

public education and editorially plodged (^50.00 and a lot for

the ostablishjnont of a school. As oarly as January 30, 1847

it became prophetic -nd stated- "Yerba Bucna is rapidly im-

proving, dcstinod to bo the Liverpool or the Now York of the

Pacific." The Ctar intimated that it would not indulge in

sectarian discussion.

The paper had a sentimental aff-?ction for the Span-

ish name of the village and oven after the name Yerba Bucna

had been officially changed to San Francisco on January 30,

1847 and so announced in the Star, it did not make the mast-

head change until the issue of March 20.
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"A DIRTY LITTLE PAPER "

Early in 1847 the editors of the Star and The Cal -

ifornian began to attack each other, setting a precedent and

establishing a practice which was to be followed by their

successors throughout the next decade and culminating in

duels and murder. The Galifornian being jealous of the new

arrival, made statements which were not flattering to the

Star , and the Star retxirned the verbal attacks by referring to

the proprietors of the older journal as "lick spittles'' who

published "a dirty little paper." Regarding its ovm merits it

stated on June 21,1847 that the Star "is the only independent

paper of a respectable size and typographical appearance now

established in the whole of the Pacific Coast from the bound-

ary of Mexico to the frozen regions of the north."

These verbal personal attacks were preceded by a

controversy on the part of the two papers in September about

Alcalde George Hyde who was charged with graft. Mien the

Star appeared on the scene it received a compliment for its

appearance by the Monterey rival, praise that wont unrecog-

nized and was not returned by the lusty journalistic infant

of Yerba Buena.

THE CALIF ORNIAN

The Gal ifornian had for its motto: "Measure not

menl" From the first issue its editorials wore of a patriotic

and political naturo, urging that a convention be called to
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adopt a constitution and elect a delegate to go to Washington,

D. C, for the purpose of getting recognition and representa-

tion in Congress. It also advocated that a mail route he

established through the country.

Later an editorial appeared concerning the paper's

moving from Monteroy to the "Bay of San Francisco on which we

are laying a tovm." The chief measure the new paper seemed to

promote was the building up of the rival city of Benicia, in

which the editor was interested. Ho was known also to be too

subservient to the military authorities.

During the gold rush when hard pressed for workers

the Californian issued a slip on June 2, 1848 which contained

two columns of news on the treaty vrith Mexico, Fremont '
s trial

and a few minor items, tv;o advertisements and the following

editorial?

For the purpose of convincing what there is

left ^f the public that the Californian is not

extinct not yet altogether used up, we, xn our

triple character of editor, printer, and devil,

have compiled, set up, worked off and circulat-

ed this extra, which we hope will do our readers

much good; for it would probably very much per-

plex his Satanic Majesty to tell at what pre-

cise period they will hear from us again.

DELIVERY BY MAIL

The editor of the Californian realizing the need

for getting his paper distributed to distant points advocated

service for delivering mail. In the March 15, 1848 issue the

editor offered $100 to head a subscription for a regular

weekly mall service for letters and newspapers. The route
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was to connect Suttor's Port with San Diego via Brazoria. -;;-

Montezuma, -::--;:- Bonicia, Napa Valley, Sonoma, San Francisco, San

Jose, Monterey, Santa Barbara, Los Angeles and San Diego. In

offering his ;l'^nation the editor stipulated that the ''mail be

free for conveying letters and newspapers ' betv/ecn the points

mentioned. lie urged bi? sines siiieiti in San Francisco and other

points to Join hi:-n in establishing a weekly mail sorvico.

SLAVJilRY ISSUE

In 1843 the slavery issue arose, California was

more sympathotic toward the slavoholdors than any free stato

in the Union. It was filled with men who sympathized vrith the

South, Many writers expressed their approval of the Fu.2itive

Slave Act. Yet slavery was rigorously excluded from Califor-

nia, On March 15, 1848 the Californian delivered an editorial

blast against a move in Congress to organize California into

a slave-holding territory. It follows in part:

SLA^^n^RY III CALIPORITIA, Y/e have recently heard
it intimated that an effort would be made in
the United States Congress to introduce Cali-
fornia into the American Union as a slavohold-
ing territory. '7e do not believe that such
should bo the case; and we cannot think that a
slavery institution will unceremoniously be
transferred to o\ir soil b3'' the people v/ho pro-
fess to bo friends of California. \7e have not
heard one among our acquaintances in this
country advocate the measure, and we are almost
certain that ninety-hundredths of the present
population are opposed to it. We entertain
several reasons why slavery should not be in-
troduced hero. . ,

.

-;:- Old name for Sacramento.
-;h;-A site on the Sacramento River near Suisun.
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The editor then enumerates nine reasons why slavery should

not "be allowed in California, the principal one being: "It

is wrong for it to exist anywhere:"

A FADE GUT

When the older paper had to cease publication be-

cause of tho exodus occasioned by the gold rush, the Star of

June 3, 1848 announced its suspension iu this fashion:

Gone too....Tlie Californian ceased issue with
an announcement slip on Tuesday last. ., .Verdict
of inquest--fover.

It was not long after this "verdict'' that the papers united

\inder one ownership and one banner. The Star and Californian ,

issued on November 18, 1848 was, during its brief existence,

an ardent advocate of immediate plans for a civil organiza-

tion throughout the territory.

ALTA CALIFORiTIA

A few weeks later when the Alta California became

the new name of the paper it continued an intensified drive

for civil organizations among the many new arrivals in the

territory. Kemble expressed tho hope that these organizations

would bo "the forcrunnor of a now State." ...As to tho Alta's

relation with its clients, Kemblo said:

It would bo difficult to conceive of closer
Imit sympathies between tho public and a news-
paper than those onjoyod by tho Alta Califor -

nia in 1849.

The first issue of tho Alta of January 4, 1849 stated in its

editorial:
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The unenviable position which this sheet at
present occupies of being the only paper print-
ed in California renders it i)np6rativel7 neces-
sary that it should be independent and fair.

Thfe editorial continued that it behooved the pub-

lishers "to see that it rises above all time serving, expedi-

ent, available and personal considerations and look alone to

the best interests and good of the greatest niomber."

Though its publishers v/ere Democratic, the paper

vras said by Kemble to have remained true to its independent

convictions The Journal not only entered actively into the

work of forming a provisional government but also pushed the

reform of municipal matters in San Francisco.

PREPARATION FOR STATEHOOD

Under the chairmanship of Robert Semple, one of the

founders of The Californlan , a constitutional convention as-

sembled in Monterey on September 3, 1849. In his opening ad-

dress he stated;

We are now, fellow citizens, occupying a posi-
tion to which all eyes are turned.... It is to
be hoped that every feeling of harmony will be
cherished to the utmost in this convention. By

I this course, fellov.' citizens, I am satisfied
that we can prove to the world California has
not boon settled by unintelligent and unlettered
men.... Lot us then go forward and upv/ard, and
let our motto be "Justice, Industry and Econ-
omy. "->

TiTlhen the constitution had been completed and the

convention camo to a close Saturday, October 13,1849 the Alta

California reoortod:

3;- Hunt, Rock-well D. California tho Golden pp. 230, 231.
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At a few minutes past three, preliminary matters
having been disposed of, the delegates commenced
the signing. Scarcely had the first man touched
his pen to the paper when the loud booming of

cannon resounded through the hall. At the same

moment the flag of the different Head Quarters,
and on board the shipping in the port, were
slowly unfurled and run up. As the firing of

the national salute of thirty-one guns proceeded

at the fort, and the signing of the constitution
went on at the hall, the captain of an English
bark then in port paid a most beautiful and be-

fitting compliment to the occasion and the

country by hoisting at his main the American
flag above" those of every other nation, making,

at the moment the thirty-first gun was fired,

a lino of colors from the main ' truck to the

vessel's deck. And when, at last, the thirty-

first gun camo--tho FIRST GUN FOR CALIFORNIA:—
throe as hearty and patriotic choors as over

broke from hmaan lips wore given by tho Convon-

tion for tho Wow State,

Tho Alta refused to bov; too deeply or to be too

slavishly dependent on military authorities who at times due

to the long distance from Washington were apt to take author-

ity unto themselves not in conformity with the best American

traditions

.

One such attempt was made by General Perslfer P.

Smith of the U. S. Army who endeavored to take the honors

away from San Francisco by establishing the headquarters of

the United States Army at Benicia, and discrediting San Fran-

cisco as in no way fitted for military and commercial purpos-

es. The Alta led the successful campaign to retain San Fran-

cisco as army headqTiarters,

CALIFORNIA ADMITTED TO THE UNION

Outstanding as news of 1850 was California's admis-

sion into the Union. Through the Golden Gate on October 18,



78

came the steamer Oregon bearing official notification from

Washington. The news spread throughout the city and with a

v;ave of emotion the people set aside thoir daily tasks to

gather at Portsmouth Square, The Alta of October 19 chron-

icles the event in these words:

V/e have never seen sogeneral and joyous excite-
ment, nor anything comparable with it. The beau-
tiful steamer came gallantly into the harbor
gracefully decorated and telling the importance
of the news she brought by continued cannonad-
ing. At once the American flag v/ent up from
every possible place in the city. . .every one had
swung around and every voice was brought into
requisition, to welcome the first public flag
ever raised in honor of the Thirty-first State
of the Union.

The rejoicing of the Alta was caused by something

else than patriotism. It was an editorial victory over some

of its competitors,

"A \re:STERN REPUBLIC "

Previous to the arrival of the Oregon — flying a

banner inscribed ''California is a State" -- certain newspa-

pers due partly to the delay of Congress in -giving the sanc-

tion of statehood to the new territory sponsored the idea that

California with her nev/ly discovered resources should become

independent of the Federal government. The fledgling Evening

Picayune editorially stated in 1850:

No people can lay under the uncompensated ex-
actions which havG, for two years past, boon
forced upon us; and the people are v;ith great
plausibility, familiarizing their minds with
the idea, long cntortalnod and boldly promulgat-
ed before the close of the Ilcxican V/ar,by those



79

now in places of executive power and. legisla-
tive influence at \7ashington t&at united with
Oregon, and with the inevitable- extension of our
influence on either hand of us, -we may build up
here a great western Republic, independent of
the world beside, If this idea is treasonable or
revolutionary, it is forced upon the minds of
our people, by the necessities in which Congress
has presumed upon the right to leave us.''

'^® Pacific ITews in an August 1850 issue voiced the

same sentiments with more of an economic emphasis:

Suppose California should form an independent
government--and we trust our New York contempo-
rary will discern no "treason" in the bare sup-
position -- what a spectacle she would present I

¥e would indeed be a nation "born in a day,

"

the wonder and admiration of the world. Through
her mineral resources California \7ould become
the richest nation on the face of the globe —
the grand attractive circle upon which all eyes
would be pointed as if by enchantment. Her in-
stitutions './ould become- permanent, the govern-
ment strong and lasting, impregnable in its own
defense and faithful to freedom and equality.
17e should collect and expend our own revenues
without a distant power sending us in officers
to perform that pleasing duty and locking up,
at five per cent a month, an amount of "treasure
sufficient to pay off our indebtedness.**

LATvTLESSNESS

Even before the gold rush San Francisco suffered

from lawlessness. As early as March 27, 1847 the California

Star said editorially:

Some contend that there are really no lav^s in
force here, but the divine law and the law of
nature; v/hilc others are of the opinion that
there are laws in force here if they could only
be found.

The city was a melting pot for all classes and

races: English, French, German and Italian as well as Moors,

*Coy, Owen Cochran, Gold Days, i^ . 308.
**Ibid. p, 509.
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Turks, Albanians, Chinese, Chilenos, Kanakas, Arabs, Hindus,

Russians, Mexicans and Spaniards, creating a melting pot of

fierce social differences and sentiment. Katurally these

various elements banded into groups for their mutual pro-

tection and the promotion of their common interests for good

and evil alike, it was the beginning of gangsterism and

quickly developed into organized crime.

" ms Houiros "

One band of ruffians known as the "Hounds"or "Regu-

lators", operating on the principle that the city owed them a

living, terrorized the citizens as early as 1849. They openly

boasted of their po-jer and their crimes, and paraded brazenly

through the streets, intimidating the people with threats and

violence. Little vias done to quell this bold gang and their

crimes grew more numerous and more degraded; but yet the gull-

ible public remained inactive and tolerated the looting of

their stores. The gang continued to take advantage of the

situation and considered their operations better and more

lucrative than mining for gold. There r.'as no police force; the

laws Y/ere bad and the public officials were dishonest and

weak. In short, San Francisco v/as wide-open to exploitation.

Eventually Samuel Brannan and other leaders of the

community took it upon their shoulders to organize a force to

combat the evil-doers. They v/ent to work SY/iftly and thorough-

ly, rounded up a score of gangsters and placed them under ar-

rest. But ebb in the crime vmve was only temporary, and soon
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San Francisco was again over -run with hoodlums. Graf t and neg-

ligence of duty continued and flourished in the civil admin-

istration and in the courts. Local affairs vjere relegated to

the background in the face of state and national problems

which seemed to be more pressing.

FIRST VIGILANC5 COIvMITI^E

Finally the pollution began to stink and something

had to be done. T.Tiat effectiveness the good people lacked in

their treatment of the "Hounds" they now made up for in the

organization of the first Gonmittee of Vigilance — June 10,

1851, recruiting about two hundred well-knovm business men.

The Vigilantes began to function at once. On the

first evening of their founding the tocsin sounded, calling

them to sit in on the trial of John Jenkins who had been ap-

prehended while housebreaking and taken to the Vigilance

headquarters.

In one hour Jenkins' had been tried for his of-
fense; in two hours, at the stroke of midnight,
he was pronounced guilty of murder and sen-
tenced to be hung. Two hours later a solemn pro-
cession marched to Portsmouth Square, vjhere'the
condemned man-- an ex-convict from Sydney -- in
the presence of a thousand grin but a"oproving
witnesses, expiated his crime by death.*

This v.'as a bold and effectual stroke and it met

with the approval of hundreds of San Franciscans who clamored

to get their namies on the rolls of the committee.

The Alta California , always outspoken in its criti-

cism (on the other hand often voicing condonemont, ) was quick

''Hunt, Rockwell D. California the Golden , p. 270.
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to report the curtailment of crime:

It is certainly a fact that since the excite-
ment which resulted in the execution. . .crimes
of the more heinous nature have visibly de-
creased.... V/hereas previously scarce a night
occurred that we had not a knocking down, drug-
ging, robbery or burglary, since that night
there has been but one case of robbery of vjhich
we have heard

.

The first Vigilance Comiaittee continued to function

effectively until June 50, 1852; then gradually fell into dis-

card. Its work had resulted in four executions and thirty

banishments; its grisly tokens and expulsions threw fear into

the underworld and made the criminals run for cover.

POLI TICAL CORRUPTION

The press was outspoken in its criticism of the

state government in the years 1850-1859. The legislature of

1851 was called by one of the San Francisco papers, "an infa-

mous, ignorant, drunken, rowdy, perjured and traitorous body

of men"; but crime and the turbulent conditions in San Fran-

cisco were not reported v.'ith any degree of ability or consis-

tency. The newspapers seemed to be indifferent to the local

evils and perhaps even terrorized by the lower elements. On

the other hand the editors lent their talents to advocating

municipal improvements in communications, land grabbing, gov-

ernment taxation and less drastic reforms.

The following editorial taken from the Daily Herald

of January 7, 1G55 is typical of the editor's interest in

local nffairs:

The treasurer of this County has just received

Xrom the State Treasurer, the proportion of the
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School Tax for the year ending December 31,
1854, due the county of San Francisco. It
amounted to the pitiful sum of $6,483.24. The
amount received from this service last year was
$18, 685.11, showing a falling off of $12,201.87,
although the census shov;s a larger number of
children in the County this year than last.- VJe

are at a loss, under these circumstances, to
account for the great decrease in our share of
the Taxes collected.

On January 25, 1855 the Herald ran the folloxving:

Tones OF 'TBE DAY

Mr. Farwell has introduced into the Legisla-
ture a Bill requiring all voters, residents in
any incorporated city in the State, to be reg-
istered, to entitle them to the right of suf-
frage. The Bill makes it incumbent upon the
Mayor and Alderman to cause to be made out, at
least ten days prior to any State or Municipal
election, a list of the legally qualified voters
in each ward... The aldermen are required to
furnish the Inspectors and Judges of Election
with a correct copy of their lists, and no per-
son whose name is not on the list will be per-
mitted to vote at any State or Municipal elec-
tion. The necessity of such a law must be
apparent to all. ITo honest citizen will object
to it. . .Everyone familiar with San Francisco is
aware that for many years past the elections
have been carried by the agency of political
bravos, who go around the city voting in every
precinct, and often times more than once in
each. They have openly defied the officers of
election, and by a show of brute force, bullied
the voters into acquiesence in their demands.
These are the vermin that a registry Bill Y/ould
sweep off; and these are just the creatures the
people of this state would most rejoice to be
rid of... let them give us a registry lav; to
protect the ballot-box. It deprives no one en-
titled to it, of the right of suffrCsge; it
merely prevents one cutthroat from neutralizing
the votes of ten or a hundred reputable cit-
izens.

Mr, Farwell' s bill might be improved in many of
its details... The most severe punishment -- at
least one year in the county jail — should be
inflicted upon all who assume the names of
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other parties on the list, and as such attempt
to vote. Unless great care is taken to perfect
the details of a bill of this kind, it is liable
to great abuse, and in the hands of demagogues
may become almost as dangerous as the present
villainous system of double voting. ^' It is
earnestly hoped that the legislature will
listen to the united voice of our citizens, and
give us a registry law that will correct the
evils from which we have been so long suffer-
ing. A greater boon could scarcely be conferred
upon us

.

These editorials, mild to say the least for such a

long-suffering community were feeble protests against the ex-

isting evils and directed more at the state problems than

local ones. Public opinion in San Francisco never became

really aroused until the appearance of the Bulletin, October

8, 1855, under the editorship of James King of William.

TRANSPORTATION

The following editorial in the Daily Herald , January

20, 1856, under the heading of "Topics of the Day" expresses

the general desire for better transportation facilities:

There never was probably a project started
which has met with more universal approbation
than the one for the establishment of a wagon
route across the plains. Three months have
scarcely elapsed since the idea was first
broached and the present time Committee ap-
pointed by the people in the principal cities
of the State — in San Francisco, Sacramento,
Marysville, and Stockton--are working together
for its accomplishment. It is a popular pro-
ject. For some time back the excitement con-
sequent upon the discovery of gold on these
shores, and the realization of colossal for-
tunes in a day, has been gradually dying out,
and things are seeking their proper level...

The State of California, at the present time,
languishes for v.'ant of population. The cities
have overgrovm themselves, while her broad
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fertile valleys, untouched by the hand of man,
bloom in primeval luxuriance. At the -ore sent
time a sturdy and thrifty population" would
contribute more to the future prosperity of
our state than placers of unheard' of richness
and mountains of auriferous quartz.

For sometime past the people of the State have
been looking forv.-ard to the construction of the
Great Pacific Railroad, and, grounding all their
hopes of an increase to our population upon the
completion of this gigantic enterprise, have
thus far remained quiescent, and have taken no
steps to promote immigration; but on reflection,
it is apparent that years and years must elapse
before such an iimaense pro.iect could be carried
out, even if it v/ore commenced novr and all ob-
stacles \7ere removed. It is no v/onder, then, that
the proposed "I'/agon Route, of the feasibility of
which no doubt can be entertained, should have
taken such deep hold upon the minds of the
people of the state at large, for by it alone
can v;e hope for that speedy augmentation of our
population which, it is conceded at present, is
so vitally necessary both for our present and
future prosperity. Several bills have already
been introduced in the Legislature for the
establisliraent of the Wagon Route, but the ap-
pearances at present are that the project v;ill
be ridden to death, as so many have made it a
hobby by which they expect to mount to frme;
but Ttie would remind our Legislators that the
time is fast passing away— the present Con-
gress is rapidly drawing to c. close, and if some
action be not taken by the State of California
in the premises previous to its adjournment,
no appropriation will be made for the con-
struction of a Military Road through the ter-
ritories.

THE CMELS ARE COMING

In connection v/itli the subject of the \7agon

Route, it may be proper to mention that the
bill for the importation of dromadaries and
camels has again been introduced in Congress,
and there is every prospect of its passage*
It \Yill be recollected that during the admin-
istration of Taylor a gentleman was sent to

Morocco to ascertain If it were possible to

import animals of this description. This gen-
tleman who at present resides in the city,



86

visited Morocco, and had an interview with the
Emperor, who informed him that he vjould give
all the assistance in his power for the prose-
cution of the project. He also visited Tunis,
Algiers, and IiICYPt* and ascertained that drom-
edaries and camels could he purchased at $100
to t^l50 each; on his return, an amendment \ms
made to the Appropriation bill for the purpose
of importing a large stock of these animals,
but the ariendment was lost by a small majority
against it. Most of our readers are avrare that
dromedaries and camels can travel over a great-
er space, suffer more privations and subsist
on less food, than any other animal at present
used for the purpose of transportation. 7Jith

them a hundred miles a day can be made with
perfect ease, and it is known that dromedaries
in some cases have travelled upwards of two

hundred miles in twenty-four hours. They can be
much m-ore easily imT)orted than almost any other
class of animals, for they accomodate themselves
to the motion of the vessel, and rise and lie
down with as much ease as v/hen on land. At the
time this idea was first broached, it was
thought that these animals could not bear the
rigor of winter in the

^
Rocky Mountains or the

Sierra Nevada, but ''it' is -'c. well ascertained fact
that the mountains of Syria are much colder, and
the winter much more severe, than any part of
the American continent embraced by the United
States, For all purposes of transportation, one

dromedary or one cojael is equal to a wagon with
a team, and will travel with ten times the ex-

pedition, besides requiring very little ^food.

The importation of these animals in sufficient
numbers v/ould effect an entire revolution in

the mode of our internal land travel; and it

is only surprising that in so x'ast a country,
and where such long journeys arc sometimes
undertaken, so little attention has been paid
to this subject.

PROHOTIOrT SCHEMES

During the years which elapsed between the gold

rush and the Vigilante uprisings frequent mention was made in

the newspapers of the evils of land grabbing --the. sale of

public lands. It seems that the public's interest was not
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regardless of the method of acquisition or sale; nor did the

newspapers trouble themselves to ferret out and expose the

shady practices involved in the promotion schemes. Tlie land

was considered unsettled domain and subject to the claims of

the first one to grab it regardless of title or rights.

The editors acting under the impression that the

public would be benefited by the public lands passing into

the hands of private owners, condoned most of the activities

under the guise that it stimulated improvements. The result

was wholesale sv;indling in deals involving both public and

private property.

RACE PROBLEF^

Conditions elsewhere in California were in keeping

with the tempestuous decade 1850 to 1860. Race feeling ran

high throughout the state. According to the press Chinese

immigrants arriving in San Francisco were hardly regarded as

human beings. The following from the Wide l^est of March 17,

1854, is reminiscent of the notorious "Middle Passage":

( Tlie Chinese Passengers:) Since Chinese pass-
engers arriving by the "Liberated" were removed
to Croat Island, death has been busy among them.
It is questionable whether they have received
even the attention that mere humanity would
dictate. The total number of deaths among them
since leaving China is one hundred and eighty.

It is certain, in the light of the following news

story which appeared in the Daily Herald of January 4, 1855

that little attention was required to maintain life among the

Orientals:
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FILTH M-iOm CK1I.TESE:- Recent loeregrinations of
the City Health Officers in the vicinity of Du-
pont street, have brought to light a state of
things, the existence of which one might suppose
impossible even among the infamous inhabitants
of portions of the street alluded to. ^fe are
informed that in many instances the occupants
of a house affording shelter to from fifty to
seventy-five individuals, are in the habit of
cutting trap-doors in the ground floor, and
using the apertures thus made for the deposit
of every description of filth. Our informant
also mentions an instance the mere relation of
which is sickening — in one establishment no
less than TEN of these filthy traps v/ere found.
',7e are pleased to add that the work of cleans-
ing these harbors of corruption is being ener-
getically prosecuted under the direction of our
efficient Health Officer.

A race war among the miners on the Mother Lode, who

were quarreling with the Mexicans, was threatened. The V/ide

West reported:

(GOLD CLAIM MIXR:) According to recent intell-
igence from Sonora, it is extremely probable
that the Challenge* emigrants from this city
will have some fighting to do v.dth the Mexicans
ere long.

Nor was the prejudice of the great bulk of the in-

habitants restricted solely to the Chinese and Mexicans. The

Negro, too, came in for his share of unfair treatment. The

following "letter from the public" appeared in the Daily Her-

ald of January 24, 1855.

The Negro Vote in The Educational Convention.

San Francisco,
January 23d, 1855.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE SAN FRANCISCO HERALD:

My name having publicly appeared in a cor-
respondence, conducted through your paper, as

*Name of the mining claim.
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to whether a negro voted at the late School
Convention, held in this city, and it having
been stated in the last letter on this subject,
(which appeared in your paper of this morning)
that I was "familiar" ?dth the fact, I hope will
be sufficient excuse for intruding myself .Allow
me to state my position on that occasion, as I
do not wish it misunderstood. I entered- the
convention an hour after its organization, and
was there sometime before I discovered that
there was a Negro in the room. I immediately
went to every Teacher and Commissioner con-
nected with the schools, over which I had the
supervision, and told them they were absolved
from any further attendance at the convention,
giving them, at the same time, my reason for
doing so, I also inquired of those who were pre-
sent at the organization of the convention,
whether the Negro was considered as a member?
The information I derived was, that he was a
Teacher of a Colored School, and was suffered to
remain and listen. I viatched closely to see
whether he voted. My impression was that he did
not vote; for had his attempt to do so come
within my knowledge, I • should most assuredly
have left the Convention, with such an expres-
sion of disapprobation as would have made it

quite unnecessary for this lengthy communi-
cation.

I am yours, respectfully,
JAS. W. STILLMAIT.
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THEJ[KILAATCE_M0VS'|3

No single event in San Francisco's Journalistic

life had such an immediate and positive effect upon its fron-

tier newspapers as t>ie Vigilance uprising in 1856 precipi-

tated -by the murder of editor Janes King of William of the

Bulletin . Editor King exposed graft and corruption in high

civic places perhaps not wisely hut well enough. His Jour-

nalistic colleagues were divided for and against his reform

crusade and for Justifiable reasons they were for and against

the suimnary execution hy the people of King's assassin. But

those Journals which had stood against King's reform campaign

and which inferentially condoned his murder had neither op-

portunity nor time to modify their policies. They were simply

wiped out by the most unanimous circulation-advertising boy-

cott in newspaper history.

JAIJZS K1KG__0F.
'

:iLLIAM

JaBies King of TJilliam came to California in 1848

and was for a tiiTic coxinected with the banking firm cf Hensley,

Reading ^c Company, first at Sutter's Fort and afterwards in

Sacramento under the name of Hensley, Merrill & King. Subse-

quently he became a partner in a b^aaking house in Dan Fran-

Cisco and later conducted a business in his ovn name. Reverses



91

overtook him and he entered the bankinc house of Adcims & Com-

pany where ho had charge of their business until the memor-

able financial explosion of 1855,

His connection with banking firms had given him an

insight into the financi-1 juggling of the times ajid furnish-

ed the clue for those secrets on which he afterwards founded

the popularity of his journal — exposing corrupt practices.

Embittered by his misfortune and honestly desirous no doubt

to rid the community of some of the rogues and knaves who

wore occupying high places when Adams & Co. failed, he found

congenial employment in attacking several well-knovm bankers,

influential lawyers and popular politicans through the Bulle-

tin . He turned against them with telling effect the knowledge

acauirud during his financial experiences and startled every-

one no less with the facts than with the personal fearless-

ness of his assaults. His first attacks were against the

political banking house of Palmer, Cl-rk & Co. and I.C. Woods,

the managing partner of the bankrupt firm of Adrms & Co
. ,

and

others connected with thu management of its assets.

PUBLIC_AFPROVAL

To an angry and suspicious community, sore from its

recent injuries at the hands of the bankers the advent of

such a champion as King of TJilliam was hailed with pleasurd.

Tl-ius sustained, the Bulletin increased the range of its bat-

teries and extended its fire to the shoulder-striker s, ballot-

box stuffers, and political vagabonds generally in the city.

He wrote with a biting pen, and was well informed in the
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affairs of those whom he attacked. His paper spread like

wildfire. In six months the daily edition had grown to a

circulation of seven thousand copies. It became a pov/er in

the state; King became the idol of a large portion of his

readers.

The following rhymed "letter to the editor" appear-

ed in the Bulletin October 10, 1855:

FOR TliE BULLETIN

In California still it may be said,
That rogues and villains make their daily

bread,
Cooly concoct their plans for every day,
The good and unsuspecting to betray,
Tho' Meiggs, and Woods, and Saunders have

cleared out,
There's many such remain without a doubt;
Devoid of shame, and who for paltry gold
Would swec.r the biggest lies that could be

told.
But who would dare these villains to expose
In public print and make so many foes?
I do not mean the rogues who have gone away.
But' others, such as amongst us stay.
Yes, now we have a friend who dare speak out,
The Bulletin explains their whereabout.
Let rogues beware, each week and month will

show
Their names and deeds in print full anyhov;,

And honest folks will learn thus to beware
Of men vrtio for their characters don't care.

(Signed) A.

Again on January 11, 1856 the following letter from

the public was publish>-d in column one, page one, of the Bul-

letin;

The City Press and the Bulletin .

Mr, Editor: I have felt compelled to discon-
tinue the morning Herald , as many of my neigh-
bors have done; and as they are also dropping
the Chronicle, I fear I shall soon be con-
strained" to discontinue it also. Three suc-
cessive times have I dropped tho Herald, and in
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the hope it had changed its false policy, have
received it again — now I have done with it.
It is a great shame that the City Press should
be so prostituted to the promotion of sin and
shame. They came down and published that issue
of abuse and falsehood uttered in court by
Frederick Cohen, and suppress the facts of the
case. Shame on such Editors I Go on, sir, in the
way you have began with the Bulletin.A generous
public will sustain cjid protect you.' Every good
man approves of your course, and the rest are
not worth minding, A corrupt and suborned Press
will soon run its race, or reform, or cease to
exist. I want to see your paper enlarged to
meet the public wants. Your subscription list
is not yet half full -- you may count on a cir-
culation of eight or ten thousand. Corrupt and
unprincipled officials, with the aid of a cor-
rupt Press to deceive the people, will ruin any
Community. Such is the cup which this ill fated
city has drunk to its very dregs -- and to cap
the climax we have been cursed v;ith two or
three of the most corrupt monied institutions
that ever existed. They • are narrowed dovm to
one — and that, thank God, you nov; have by the
horns. Hold on to ' the monster; it will struggle
and' hook very hard, but it grows weaker every
day, ' while every day your strength is augmen-
ting, and soon you will be able to hurl the
monster down to dwell with his departed contem-
poraries in the abode of infamy and shcjne. I
have been privileged to mark the progress of
affairs in this city from tho beginning. Go on
—take cour'age--every honest man is with you.

OBSERVER.

The Bulletin did grow to meet the public wants,ful-

filling the wishes of "Observer" as indicated in the above

letter: (See illustration) October 8, 1855 it was a four page

publication 11-1/2 by 16-1/4 inches bearing four 2-1/2 inch

columns, November 5, 1855, the Bulletin was enlarged to four

pages 13-1/2 by 19-1/2 inches , bearing five 2-1/2 inch col-

umns, December 7, 1855 saw a four page Bulletin of 16-1/4 by

22-1/2 inches, bearing six 2-1/2 inch columns; and by April

1856 it had grown to seven 2-1/2 inch columns and an overall

size of 20 by 25 inches.
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The following "letter from the public" a^^peared in

the Bulletin of February 13,1856 and is. indicative of the ed-

itor's popularity:

Mr. Editor: I have been delighted at the fear-
less and umcorapromising spirit with which you

have attacked "every species of vice and immor-
ality which have stalked among us unblushingly
at noonday. Your paper has done more for the

cause of virtue than all other publications in

the city combined. It is like a boomerang cut-

ting in all directions^ and often where it is

least expected,,,.

In the middle of November 1855 a fateful event oc-

curred which ultimately led to widespread consequences.

Charles Cora, a gambler, shot General "Jilliam K. Richardson,

United States Marshall, during a brawl in a saloon.

The murder was -not particularly notable of it-

self, but, as an addition to the long' list of

the -oreceding months in city and state, it made

an impression which was greatly strengthened by

the comments of the Bulletin , but which to uld

have weakened and died away if the editor had

not boldly drawTi attention to the attempts made

by the friends of the murderer to secure Im-

munity for him by corrupt methods. It was

openly hinted that a large sum of money hal been

subscribed, the amount mentioned being $40,000,

which was 'to be employed to fix the court or

buy a jury, and color was lent to the rumors by

the repeated delays in the trial of the case...

James King of Villiam let loose his stream of

invective which washed away the indifference of

an apathetic and nearly cowed public, and ^-^^'f^-

forth in its stead one of the most remarkable

exhibitions of virle dealing on primitive lines

over witnessed in this or any other country.

Reputable citizens grew grim when it seamed that

Cora would go free. Tnc case became the topic of tho. day.

*Young, John P. L^J^.r nraj^smJ,iLj3cJXf Q.^IlL-j- P ^^-*-
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Meetings were held and men spoke of a revival of the Vigilance

Coiranittee of 1851 to arouse the city to actiono Rival news-

papers v.'ere quick to criticize the Bulletin' s apoaal for im-

mediate popular action. It is true that the otYe.c publications

attacked the court too j criticizing it for delay and lax prac-

tices ;but they did not agree with King of YJilliam that extra-

legal measures v/ere necessary and arrayed themselves on the

side of the so called "law and order party-'*

One of the Bulletin'

s

bitterest enemies xias James

Casey, editor of the Sunday Times , whom King of William had

exposed as an ex -convict from New York, and a corrupt office

holder. Casey was virulent in his attacks on King but re-

ceived more in return than he could stand. The Bulletin of

May 10, 1856 published the following:

Tlie fact that Casey has been an inmate of Sing
Sing Prison in New York is not an offense again-
st the laws of the State; nor is the fact of
his having stuffed himself through the ballot
box as elected to the Board of Supervisors from
a district where it is said he was not even a

candidate, any justification why MroBagley should

shoot Casey, however richly the latter may de-
serve having his neck stretched for such fraud
upon the people.

The friends of Cora used this attack as a means of

goading Casey on to avenge himself, Conseq.uently, on May 14th

toward five in the evening Casey concealed himself in a door-

way near Washington and Montgomery streets to await the coming

of his enemy; without any warning whatever James King of

William passed on the street corner to his doom. Casey ad-

vanced from his hiding place and fired point blank. That shot

was the call to arms and the summons of the Vigilance Commit-

tee of 1856, for King died a few days later.
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The coiiiraittee of 1851 had maintained for five years

an organization of sorts and vfith King»s assassinr.tion it

went into action again under the leadership of Willicjn T,

Coleman, Officers were chosen; companies were formed; . re-

cruits were secured from all fields of industry; doctors,

lawyers, merchants and laborers; and the organiza.tion made it

clear to the public that it would take matters into its ovm

hands. Fort Gunnybags in the block bounded by Front, Davis,

California, and Sacramento streets appeared overnight complete

with breastworks, executive offices, prison, hospital, armory

and a full complement of provisions and arms. It was perhaps

revolution but the citizens were organized for the sole pur-

pose of administering justice and ridding San Francisco of

long-standing evils. They were not to be denied.

Ch.^rles Cora :.nd James Casey were quickly brought

before the Committee, tried and sentenced to death. On the

day Jojnes King of VJilli^m's funeral procession v;ound its way

through the streets of the city, two grisly carc\sses swung

from the gibbets in front of the fortress as a warning to the

underworld.

Governor Neely Johnson, mouthpiece of strong and

unscrupulous interests, declared the city in a state of insur-

rection and issued a call for mobilization of the militia;

but the military forces were conspicuous by their absence,

most of them being signers of the Vigilante pledge. On August

18, 1856 the Vigilantes disbanded.
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Some of the Sen Franciscans, especially those l?.te

from the ecstern pr.rt of the United States, were opposed to

any mer.sures bordering on mob rule, feeling thr.t reform could

be brought c.bout in a legal and orderly fashion; but in a com-

munity where fortune-making and private enterprise was upper-

most in tho public mind little collective opposition was off-

ered to the criminal clement until the murder of James King

William,

IH7] FSOFLB'S BOYCOTT MO '^/EI^ffiNT

The day before the assassination of James King of

Willirjn San Francisco boasted of five morning newspapers; the

California Chronicle, Herald . Town Talk , Globe , and Alta Cal -

ifornia ; all were going establishments. The Chronicle led the

field in circulation; the Herald published the bulk of the

auctioneer's advertising and the other publications merely

carried on under rather precarious financial stress. The first

two Journals opposed the reorganization of the Vigilance Com-

mittee at every turn, the others upheld the views of the Com-

mittee and condoned the action of the organization. On their

editorial policies rested the future of their business and

the day after the murder saw the opposition papers fall from

public grace.

Subscriptions v/erc cancelled by the hundreds and

advertising copy was abruptly stopped. The California Chron-

icle valued at $50,000 in its heyday, never recovered its

former prestige and was finally sold in 1857 for a paltry

$5,000, The Herald lost its auctioneer ads,v^hlch had assured
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the paper of a handsome income since 1851 ?,nd was immedi-

ately reduced to one-fourth its former size; yet it lingered

on for another ten years shorn of its former eminence. The

Herald which had been particularly strenuous in its opposition

to the Vigilantes was singled out for immediate ruin. The

dissatisfied merchants who supported the advertising together

T;ith irate subscribers literally stormed the newsaaper office

to cancel their business. Copies of the Herald were collected

and publicly burned.

This action did not meet with the "unanimous ap-
proval of the Vigilance Committee, It was dep-
recated by Uillirja T. Coleman, a prominent mer-
chant, who was chosen to head the handed pro-
testants against official corruption and laxity,
and v7ho argued that no good results could be ex-
pected from direct or indirect attempts to curb
the liberty of the press. He did not prevail,
however, and the Herald was sacrificed,*

Following the people's boycott of anti-vigilance

newspapers, the Alta California, which had justified the ac-

tion of the committee received the majority of the business

withdrawn from the Chronicle and the Herald and beccme the

leading morning newspaper. The other pro-vigilance publica-

tions also prospered.

The Alta and the Bulletin alv;ays on friendly terms,

often lent assistance to each other. The following editorial

by Jfjmcs King of '.'illiam appeared in the Bulletin of Febrxiary

2, 1856; it is indicative of friendly co-operation.

We beg to make our acknowledgment to the editors
of the Alta for the assistance they rendered us

•"Young, John P. Journali sm in California , p30
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yesterday, in getting out our paper. The boiler
of our press room bursted, after about a dozen
or so copies of our paper were struck off,' On
representing our predicament to the Alta.they
generously alloTued us to use' their press to work
off our edition. Fortunately, we got off in time
for the- river boats nearly our entire country
edition, but our city subscribers v;ere late in
getting their copies.

If some enterprising men would get out from New
York a press something like those used there, it
would pay well to run it here» There is not a

steam printing press this side of the Rocky
mountains that cc.n strike off our inside in less
than about tvjo hours, vre don't know what xie

should have done yesterday had not our neighbors
of the Alta ccmo to our holp. It was a jAty we
had been pitching into them the s::iae day they
were helping us, and if wo had only known the
old boiler was about bursting, wo should have
kept back for one day that article against the
Alta.

The press we use is the fastest in the State,
but that of the Alta warks much smoother. The
engineers say it would take the old foggy con-
cern of the Chronicle about six hours to vrork

off our edition.

li'iThat was mcro natural than the fact that most of

the morning nev/spaper business should go to a journal on

friendly relations with the Evening Bulle tin , organ of the

"Vigilance Committee?
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PIONEER HARDSHIPS

The modern reader who is familiar only with the

newspaper as it appears today — a product of the latest

method of news presentation, illustrations, elaborate display

advertising, colored comic pages and other features made pos-

sible by technology applied to printing — will note with in-

terest what a publisher could produce in an .isolated Califor-

nia village in 1848. The tools he worked with were crude and

limited; paper was expensive and hard to get; and printers'

supply houses were thousands of miles away. Fonts of type were

few; the Adams steam power press, invented in 1835 ,was not in

general use. The makers of pioneer newspapers were beset \vith

such difficulties that modern journalists are bound to admire

the initiative and perseverance of the pioneers and to wonder

at their products.

SIZE OF PAPERS

Today's newspaper has adopted a size that is al-

most uniform for American dailies, about twenty-two inches in

depth and sixteen inches in width. The pioneer papers had to

experiment with sizes which would fit the primitive presses

and afford the greatest saving of paper, ink and type. The
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first edition of The Californian
,

printed on coarse Spanish

cigarette paper, had two columns. The size of the publication

was II-3/4 and 10-1/4 inches.* It was printed on one side of

the sheet.

The problems of the make-up editor of a metropol-

itan newspaper were not present. They were not troubled with

spotting lead stories for eight columjis , dressing up pages

with contrasting headlines , boxes and pictures or holding

stories for late teletype items. Editorial news, advertising

anecdotes, reader-ads and miscellaneous matter were jumbled

together.

_LAj.rYI]RS , AUG TIONEERS

The first newspaper advertiser in California was a

linguist who offered his services as a translator. His ad ap-

peared in the first issue of The Californian August 15, 1846.

The same issue printed an official card by the Civil Magis-

trate prohibiting the sale of liquor in Monterey.

\Vhen the California Star came on the scene January

9, 1847 as a rival weekly to The Californian , it carried only

legal advertising. Three enterprising attorneys, Jones, Pick-

ett and Hastings placed their cards in the new paper. In

February followed a type of ad which later became common in

early San Francisco newspapers -- auction sales. It was plaeed

by Dickson and Hay. Another type of advertising which was to

*Quarterly of the Society of California Pioneers Vol. Ill No.

3
,
p. 109

,
gives these dimensions. John P.Young in his Journalism

in California,p. 5, states the size was 12-1/2 by 8-3/4 inches.
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take much space in early California journals was patent med-

icines and in January 1848 the California Star carried an an-

nouncement covering three full single colximns extolling the

curative powers of Brandreth's pills.

Due to the lack of variety in printer's type the

layout for ads was simple , especially in The Californian . They

were set in the required number of lines of small nonpareil

type , from the first word to the last ,and were given no heads.

"... IF OTHERS Y:ILL MIND THEIR OVJN BUSINESS ..."

The art of ad writing in this early period was

crude and the psychological approaches -- through the avenues

of pleasure, self-improvement ,curios ity , fear , testimonial ,re-

sults and other well-known lines of appeal — were not used.

The examination of an available copy of the Californian of

March 15, 1848 reveals the advertisement of a baker whose way

of soliciting business would hardly meet with approval in one

of our up-to-date advertising agencies. It reads:

George Denecke respectfully infonns the public
that he carries on the Baking business in all
branches, and believes if others will mind
their oY/n business , they will have a chance of
doing full as well as himself.

San Francisco, March 15, 1848.

?/hen cash was not handy the old way of barter and

exchange was used, as in this ad from another issue of the

Californian :

I wish to let a contract of 10 or 1500 dollars
,

payable in cattle, and 1 or 200 wild mares, if
the contractor should wish, for the building of
an adobe fence .Provision and tools will be fur-
nished if required. Further information can be
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had by addressing a letter,

Isaac VJilliams
,

Rancho del Chino
,

San Francisco, October 20, 1848.

GRAiro RAFFLE

There was no Better Business Bureau to interfere

with the freedom of the advertiser, no regulations existed.

The manner of disposing of a house is illustrated by the fol-

lowing ad from the Californian :

Grand Raffle:- The undersigned being desirous
of disposing of his house in Monterey,and as it
is difficult to find a purchaser to pay its
value iraraod lately, he has adopted the method of
raffling it, as less onerous to the purchaser.
It is useless to recommend the establishment,
all those who have ever visited Monterey, must
be aware of its excellent locality, it being
without exception the best situation for busi-
ness in this to7;n.

The Raffle will bo held in presence of the Al-
calde of Monterey and sufficient notice will be
given in the papers of the d-^.y,which will be as
soon as the tickets are sold. The niomber of
tickets will be 270 at |30 each....

Al^nuel Diaz
,

Monterey, November 11, 1847.

"WOOLEN AND COTTON HOES ''

The booster edition of the California Star carried

an eleven inch ad listing "Great Bargains at the New York

Store." This was the largest space given to a single adver-

tisement. In the same issue Robert A.Parker, later proprietor

of the famed Parker House advertised that he had Just re-

ceived from the United States and Sandwich Islands an exten-

sive assortment of "woolen and cotton hoes and half hoes blue
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and sec'd mourning prints , Cheshire cheeses and cognac

brandy."

C. C, Smith & Co., New Helvetia,* advertised:

Just received,and offer for sale ,a New and Gen-
eral Assortment of Summer Clothing — also keep
constant !;?• on hand, the necessary outfit for
parties v;ishing to cross the mountains with
pack anninals ~ viz: Riding and pack saddles,
Parfleshes, etc. etc.

March 3 , 1848

.

CO. oEiith & Co. Y;as the business name of Sam Bran-

nan, ovmer of the Star. This enterprise was one of the sources

of the Mormon elder's wealth.

THE ymST GOLD AD

Though the history-making gold flakes were found in

January 1848 at Sutter's mill the news of the discovery did

not break into the San Francisco journals until March. By May

the commercial importance of gold mining became apparent ,when

the Star of May 27th inserted an ad by Melius and Howard,

Montgomery street, stating that "the highest market price

would be paid for gold in either cash or merchandise." They

also offered their goods for sale "for cash, hides and tallow

or placer gold."

At first the gold discovery stopped the two newspa-

pers by taking away their v7orking forces; but when gold began

to circulate the town and the demands that grew out of the

new comjnerce became evident, it created a new field for adver-

tising in the journals of San Francisco.

''New Helvetia was the name of the area around Sutter's Fort.
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By December 1849 traffic in the precious metal in-

creased to such an e>:tent that ads like the following' ap-

peared in the Pacific News of December 1:

GOLD DUST INSURED

Shipments of Gold Dust insured throup^h to New
York and New Orleans, including the risk of
crossing the Isthmus, on Policies of the, At-
lantic Mutual insurance Company, at the lowest
rates of Insurance, by Burgoyne & Co„ , Bankers,
Montgomer^r street.

BERFORD & CO.

United States & California Express, and Inde-
pendent Kail Company .Packages of every descrip-
tion, Letters, Coin, Gold, Dust, etc., will be
forwarded to and from San Francisco, Sacramento
City, Stockton, Pueblo de San Jose,to all parts^
of the mines , and every part of the United
States and Europe.

To prevent the possibility of loss and delay,
this office will send a special agent on each
of the Pacific and Atlantic steamers.

Offices for purchases and sale of real estate -

R. G. Berford & co. *san Francisco
T, J. Bayless Sc co. sacramento city.
Chas. Plitt & CO. Pueblo san Jose
R. G. Berford Sc co. Stockton.

GE^IERAL ADVERTISING IN THE 1850s

"Copies of Eastern newspapers were advertised for

sale. So eager were the settlers for news from their home

towns
J
that when a man brought on a ship 1500 copies of the

*San Francisco, Sacramento and "San" in San Jose also Company
were not capitalized.
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Ne-w York Tribune , they VJere sold at a dollar a copy."*

Patent medicines and c\xre-alls predominated the ad-

vertising. The Dai ly Heral d , January 24, 1855, informed the

ailing part of the population that Henry Julian the druggist

at Kearny and Washington streets had Just received by ex-

press
,

2000 of the finest , large S^rEDISH LEECHES for
sale wholesale and retail.

ADVERTISING INCREASES

Advertising in the San Francisco papers made no

marked advance in form, appeal or style during the 1850s,

though it became more readable as printing improved. The ads

increased in volume to such an extent that occasionally extra

pages were used. They often spread over the front page to the

exclusion of all news. In some journals advertising ran five

inches to each line of news and editorial matter. In the years

following 1855 news space increased but advertising still

held the lead by a ratio of three to one.

Ads continued to be mixed with news and notices.

Attempts to classify were feeble and haphazard. Invitations to

come to church were likely to be sandwiched in between rea-

sons for buying imported liquors and admonitions to use

Halloway's pills.

The Alta , April 27 ,1850 ,
gives the entire front page

to advertisements of all kinds, from shipping to dry-goods.

*ViJhite, Stewart Edward, Old California
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none more than a column wide or two inches deep. Curious lit-

tle pictures of clocks and ships, houses, horses or hoopskirt

frames ,and a little hand with a pointing finger were inserted

in the upper left hand corner of many of these advertise-

ments.

A glance at one of the ads gives interesting side

lights on early business activities. Shipping was brisk. A

small illustration of a boat heads the following:

GLIDDEN & WILLIAI,:'S LINE OF

Clipper ships from Boston to San Francisco.

Sailing once every month and oftensr, as the
trade may require. Among the ships already dis-
patched in this line there arc now loading, and
to arrive, the famous clipper ships

STAFFORDSIIIRE , 1800 tons
WITCH OF THE Yi'AVE , 1500 tons

also the new clipper ships

BEVERLY lADY FRAIKLIN
HIPFOGRIFFE POLYNESIA

and the fast sailing ships

CHOTA RADUGA

There are also being built for this line two
magnificent clipper ships of 1250 tons each,
with accommodations of the best style.

We would call attention of shippers and passen-
gers to the advantages of a regular line of
ships sailing promptly on the day advertised.

Heretofore it has not been uncommon for ships
to be two -^.nd three months loading up , to the
great injury of those who have placed their
goods on board.

Arrnngemxnts for freighter or passage may bo
made \'vith

FLINT, PEABODY & CO.
HEAD OF BROADWAY VHARF.
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Washing vr.s expensive in 1854 according to a one

column picture ad, which ran in the Alta. It was of a Chinese

laundry on which was printed:

Ah Sing, Washing |3 per doz,

SUBSCRIPTION AND AD COSTS

The Califomian in its earliest editions announced

that it would be issued every Saturday morning at a subscrip-

tion cost of $5 per year or |2.50 for six months. It did not

give its advertising rates.

The issue of March 15, 1846 announced the sale of

advertising space by the square* instead of by the inch depth

and column width, the system universally adopted a few years

later and still used. Its rates as listed in a caption in col-

umn one, page one, were:

Advertisements of 5 lines or less 50 cents;
every succeeding line 12-1/2 cents. One square
of 15 lines $1,50. Every subsequent insertion,
half price. By the year, subject to change at
pleasure, for one square $30; two squares $50;
three squares $70; four squares |65; one column
$100.

Advertisements of 5 lines or less 50 cents;
direction will be inserted until forbid, and
charged accordingly. All transient advertise-
ments must be paid in advance.

The California Star's prices were:

Terms. --Invariably in advance one copy per an-
num-cash $6;two copies per annum ''10. Advertise-
ments. --One square (10 lines) 2 insertions $3,
and $1 for every additional insertion, yearly
advertising $20 per square.

"The size of a square was 300 ems.
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The joint Star and Californian which started pub-

lishing in the fall of 1848 ,charged at the rate of |2 for one

insertion of fifteen lines.

J.M.Scanland in his article on "Early San Francisco

Journalism," in the Overland Monthly of September 1894 de-

scribes conditions and costs as follows:

As there were no vacant houses and people had
no time to build, the goods were sold on the
ships or on the wharf. The charge for such ads
was from $3 to $5 per inch each insertion.

When the Alta California became a tri-weekly in

1849 the yearly subscription price was raised from $6 to $12.

The California Daily Courier of Wednesday June 30,

1851 ,
published its advertising and subscription rates demand-

ing "Cash in advance,"

Ir. the Courier at the top of page one , column one
,

this statement is found:

Terms of Advertising:
CASH IN ADVANCE

For one square of 12 lines and over six lines, first
insertion 3.00

For same, every subsequent insertion.* 1.50
For half square of six lines or less, first insertion 2.00
For each subsequent insertion 1.50
For one square as above, per month, without change... 1.50
For half a square 10.00
Business cards of not more than 4 lines per quarter.. 12.00
Legal advertisements per square 4,00
Legal advertisements per half square 2.00

For each renewal or chang of any Monthly Adver-
tisement ,full price of a first insertion extra.
Advertisements ordered to be inserted until
forbid, will be charged at the rate per month,
and payment for a month in advance required.

It is to be noticed that the mispelled words in the

announcement continued on the front page of each edition for
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six months. Editor Crane never changed his copy.

And in two other places in the four-page paper

prospective advertisers were duly warned that "ALL FEES ARE

STRICTLY IN ADVANCE:"

THE HERALD'S GOLD BAR RACKET

Each of the succeeding few years brought more ships

around the Horn and more caravans across the plains and most

important, more settlers and more wealth into the mushroom

city of San Erancisco. The newspapers were gathering their

share of the harvest arriving from the gold fields through

spectacular if rather unethical advertising. The "Gold Bar

Lottery" was as modern as the latest high-pressure promotion.

Typical of the period and probably more prosperous

than most was the San Francisco Herald . It was a four page

sheet 23-1/4 inches by 18-1/4 inches. It's terms were;

Per annum , in advance , by mail $15.00
For six months , in advance, by mall.... 9,00
For one " " " " " 2.00
Per week, payable to the carrier .50
Single copie

s

,10

Advertisements inserted on most liberal terms.

BUSINESS IS GOOD

The editor was in a self-congratulatory mood when

he wrote under "Topics of the Day" on June 29, 1853:

Our friends are determined to crowd us out.
Their favors have increased so rapidly as to
occupy every inch of space in our ordinary
daily issue and to overflow largely into the
supplements we are compelled to publish. We are
gratified that our efforts to advance the use-
fulness of the Herald are thus appreciated.
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Shrewd discerning men are quick to discover the
best mediiiiii for bringing their business before
the public , and we must commend their discrim-
ination in the present instance. We have now a
heavy circulation ,to which large accessions are
being daily made, while the comprehensive ar-
rangements we have effected to obtain the
latest intelligence from all parts of the
world , is a guaranty that our readers will al-
ways be kept thoroughly posted on the affairs
of the world.

The editor then goes on to summarize the items of

news to be found in this particular issue and in commenting

on alleged frauds in the custom house while under the admin-

istration of one Mr. King, remarks plaintively:

The unhappy people of California seems exposed
to blood-suckers on all sides. The clique hav-
ing control of the state squeeze us in the true
Chinese fashion—the city from time to time
gives us another twist--and now it seems that
the Federal officers have been trying their
hand at a little public plunder.

CONSIS T^INCY IS .JBSBNT

After such a comraent one of skeptical mind might

look askance at the contents of the editor's own advertising

columns.

This issue (Tune 29, 1853) contained more than six

columns of lottery advertisements featuring as prizes "Mam-

moth Gold Ingot, Monster Gold Bar, and Three Diamonds." These

ads described in lavish detail to the credulous pioneers the

wealth that was to be theirs in "gold bricks , dazzling dia-

monds and rubies, elegantly chased watch cases with lever ac-

tion works, hand tooled furniture, sets of opals, porcelain

vases, Japanese dressing cases , Chinese lacquered tables , ivory
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card receivers etc. etc. "All this could be had for one dollar;

Just take a chance.

Other newspapers of San Francisco and Northern Cal-

ifornia were filled at the time with similar advertisements

spreading through column after column -- with no seeming end

to the resources of the promoters who footed the hills.

Predominant in the raffle advertising in the Herald

was "The Mammoth Ingot of Gold Raffle at Duncan's Chinese

Salerooms." Mr. Duncan used five separate advertisements (77

column inches) to proclaim his "mammoth drawing, 2400 prizes,

value $65,000, to be decided on July 5, 1853."

" JEYv'ELS FROM PARIS "

In his 24 inch lead advertisement on the front page

Mr. Duncan declared:

In presenting to the public the following cata-
logue of the richest and most costly goods ever
offered in this city, we pledge the reputation
of our vjell known house for the same fair and
impartial distribution of prizes which has
heretofore governed our raffles. The jewels are
from Paris and the first London firms with in-
voices attached. The entire cargo of Chinese
goods has been selected with the greatest
care, . .

*

The advertisement states:

...the distribution of prizes will be under the
superintendence of a Committee of Twenty-five
VJell Known Citizens chosen on the day of the
Raffle by the ticket-holders present.

The first prize, of course, was the Mammoth Ingot

of Gold:

Prize One One solid INGOT OF GOLD, from the
U. S. Assay Office , placed at its stamped value
. ...|>5000.
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No one can doubt the authenticity of that value,

especially v/hen offered to the gold-wise, gold-hungry citizens

of San Francisco in 1853. However, a skeptic might take serious

issue with the values placed on the 2399 other prizes. 'Take

items Nos. 226 to 238:

Four cases of Puzzles fitted in lacquered boxes
and containing all the samples of Chinese inge-
nuity in this line .-.. .Value $20 each,

Yfes a Chinese puzzle worth $20 -- even to a credu-

lous pioneer? The Duncan firn seems to have struck a curious-

ly disquieting note in a catch-eye advertisement inside the

Herald on page four, calling attention to the "Galaxy of

Prizes" offered on page one, and disarmingly explains:

There are four objections to Raffles:

1st.— The articles are placed at an absurd high
value

.

2nd. --The distribution of prizes can be made
unfairly.

3rd.— It disturbs legitimate trade.
4th. --The public are losers and not gainers.

I^. Duncan then declares that none of these disad-

vantages beset his raffle. He insists on the good values and

points out that the artistic and economic life of the city

will benefit because many "Mechanics" will obtain wages when

he builds a massive addition to the showrooms which are to

house Duncan's "Paintings and other Works of Art."

RAFFL3 COMPETITORS DISAGREE

Reeve's Tv/elfth Grand Raffle "of the most magnifi-

cent assortment of diamonds, watches and Jev/elry,"to the total

of $30,000 (tickets at ^1) was only less lavish than that of
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Duncan in its advertising spreads in the Herald . It filled 33

inches.

Curiously, while he lists his total of prizes at a

much more modest figure his first prize is "One Solid Gold

Bar of California Gold, valued at $8,488" in the drawing set

for July 2, 1853...much more than the value of Duncan's gold

bar.

There had been quite a lot of excitement concern-

ing a previous Raffle of Reeves in the advertising columns of

the Herald during the month of May,

As early as May 10,1853 Duncan's Mammoth Ingot Raf-

fle was plugging away daily with 45 and 60 inches of adver-

tising in the Herald , There were no advertisements by Reeves.

On May 20,1853, on page two, column five, there ap-

peared a one-inch advertisement under the heading "Jewelry"

which read:

A CARD-- The qiiestion is asked me every hour in
the day what the Diamond V/atch is worth that is
up for Raffle valued at $8000, My answer to the
fore-going is that I will for $6000 produce Two
as Good or Better and will forfeit $6000 if T
do not deliver them in 100 days from the time I

receive the order. I saw this watch some months
ago and examined it well.

J. W. Tucker.

Three days later,May 23 ,1853 ,appeared a 10-inch ad-

vertisement on the front page of the Herald reproducing

Tucker's advertisement and challenging him to prove his

statements and make the two watches.

The advertisement included a wordy deposition in
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legal language which Reeves declared had been presented to

Tucker by "a committee" and which Tucker had refused to sign.

The advertisement contained a statement signed by

the heads of eleven jewelry firms in San Francisco in which

it was stated that "in their opinion" the value of $8000

placed on the watch "is fair in this market."

At the end of the advertisement was this note:

Sacramento Union and Californian , Marys vi lie
Herald

, Stockton Journal , Sonora Herald and
Nevada Journal please copy and bill George F.
Reeves

.

The advertisement ran for three weeks and on each

day is contained the note for the country papers to copy —
and bill George F. Reeves. Truly, the Raffle promoters were

good to the budding ne?;spapers of California.

PUFFS FOR THE FAVORITE

Although Reeves continued to advertise in the Her-

ald at length, he did not receive a word of free publicity.

Waen he finally did hold his raffle on July 11th -- the same

day incidentally as the Duncan Raffle — the drawing was not

even reported in the next issue of the Herald . Duncan obtained

plenty of space and all of the 2400 winning numbers were

printed.

The story of the Raffle as reported in the Herald

July 13 , 1853 , read:

THE RAFFLE

All other items seemed yesterday absorbed in
Duncan's Ingot of Gold Raffle, which came off



at 9 o'clock in the American Theatre. The house
was soon crowded to an excess that would have
gratified a "star" upon a benefit night, and a-
mong the audience was quite a display of ladies
and young girls , through whose brains , doubtless

,

floated visions of rich shawls, diamond brace-
lets and the heavy ingot itself.

It was announced that a Mr. "Vincent G. Chandler had

won the gold brick and , in conclusion ,Mr. Duncan thanked every-

one concerned and announced he was going to make San Fran-

cisco his permanent home.

MORE LOTTERIES

In this issue of the Herald , July 13, 1853, is a five

inch advertisement which reads:

THE EXCITEIilENT

Now the excitement of the Mammoth Ingot Raffle
and the Monster Bar Raffle are over, customers
are notified that tickets are still available
for Randolph's Third Diamond Raffle, positively
the last of the season,...

On page four, however, was a ten inch advertisement

making the initial announcement of:

GREAT REAL ESTATE LOTTERY!

Richardson's Albion Ranch

of

1 ,000 ,000 Acres

Total Value

$150,000.

Tickets $5.

The advertisement described the natural advantages
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of a huge tract owned b3'- "Mr, Wm. A. Richardson of Saucelito" in

Mendocino and described details of ambitious plans for a

state-wide lottery with offices in San Francisco, Sacramento

and Stockton"where maps would be perused and sites selected."

The drawing was set for September 26.

But something happened to that ambitious scheme --

at least as far as the San Francisco Herald was concerned.

The advertisement ran for ten days and then disappeared.

Files of the paper show no further mention of the

Great Real Estate Lottery. Nor was there any news report on

it in September.

THE SUN AT CHRISTMAS

The pages of the Sun of December 20 , 1856 show the

wares offered for sale to the Christmas shoppers of that day.

Among holiday liquors there was "a choice of Morizets Cham-

pagne , Native Wine, American Brandy and bottled Sherry."

There was a "Boomerang" reduction of liquors in one

store. Those who carried a thirst after the New Year were in-

formed that on January 6 , alcohol would be sold by order of

the Collector of Customs because of violation of customs.

Election hats were for sale to "gentlemen who have

won." Another hatter put it this v/ay:

Outside show is everything in this world. One

of Fisher & Go's, new HATS tells the story.

A little star displayed here and there was not a

beckoning toward Bethlehem but to Madame St .Denis who "can be

consulted on matters of Courtship, Law and Business--explains
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the past, predicts the future." Or to Mrs. Faule from New

Orleans who adds "Love" to her list of topics taken under ad-

visement. But Madame De Cassins—not to be outdone by her two

competitors -- had her ad spotted by many tinier stars in a

crescent moon and offered holiday bargains in the same line

on occult merchandise promising "great reduction in the price

of consultation."

Other wares offered to San Franciscans included:

Marble yard, Oregon seed potatoes, gun powder, carbonate of

soda, v7indow glass, French Merinos, pens, paints, sugar, Dundee

bags, Manilla cigars, horns, cedar, naptha, cheese, coats, sewing

cotton, piano-fortes, carpets, millinery, varnishers and polish-

ers, sheeting metal, loig iron, Oregon butter, onions, Admantine

candles, Thorndyke tickings and arrovn?oot.

'IHE POETS AND IHE ADVERTISERS

The newspapers of the 1850s put value on contribu-

tions in rhyme. This was true of the news columi^.s but many an

ad Y7as prepared by versifiers who schemed to reach the pro-

spective purchaser of a raincoat or a pair of shoes through

the avenue of sublime sentiments,

"Lady Pedestrian" is credited with this quaint bom-

bast in the Bulletin of October 1, 1856. It is named:

SONG FOR AUTUIv^

They're all my fancy painted them
They're love, they're sublime.
I never saw anything so sweet
As these new shoes of mine.
They make my feet look so genteel
That I am quite surprised;
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They're surely gems in shape of shoes
'liiat should be iimnortalized. . .

.

Txiere \v3Tft three more verses of this ad for the H.

& D. Boot anv chon Stores.

Flats and crude poesy were also found in the same

issue

:

THE EAGLE HAT STORS

Practical hatters must lead the van.

A stylish hat can be made by therri---

For it is the vror;: in they spend their time

And their success is in their work hying so fine.

A more skillful production was that which occupied

four inches in column three, front page, of the Bulletin on

January 2, 1856:

A SONG FOR TEA DRIITIvERS

Let the soldier seek fame in the din of battle,

And the lover find joy in his mistress' dark

eve 3

:

Let parents find joy in thair firstborn's prat-

Or poets in rapture praise Italy's rkies;

I'll take for my theme no sach subjc-.cts

—

they»re killing

—

As war, love, or babies have i:.o charms for me;

I sing not of cries, maiden's sighs, or blood-

s'^illing
But I'll' sing of the joys of a good cup of

Tea.

Men talk of champagne, of cock-tails and punch-

6 S
Of*Hock and Catawaba, Scheidam, and Sauturne,

Of smashes and toddies whilst taking their

lunches

:

But can these things compare with a smoking

Tea urn?
Other drinks fixe your blood, give you headache

and fever,
And oft make you sick as a mortal can be;

But headaches and fever, a nausea, never was

knovm to exist in a good cup of Tea.
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You get up in the morning — you couldn't sleep
soundly;
Your system's disordered--you feel very bad;

You've pain in the back, and your head's aching
roundly,
You think of the doctor, and the thought
makes you sad,

Jith a woman's perception, your vdfe see's
your 're ailing,
She knows which you like—Souchong—Hyson

—

Bohea;
YiTith a look of affection and a smile of true

feeling,
She presents you a cup of your favorite Tea.

Let such as would guard against a sickness or
sorrow,
Go at once to the 'China Tea Company' s'store;

If you can't go today, be sure go tomorrow;
It's on Clay street,, the number two hundred
and four,

Right opposite the Plaza — there you'll find
all you want,
In the grocery line, preserved fruits; but
you'll never repent,

If you buy from James Evrard your groceries and
Tea.

His Teas alv;ays being of the latest importa-
tion,
Are warranted fresh as a rosebud in May,

And the best that ever grew in the Great Chi-
nese nation;
So ladies, read this, and then try it, I pray.

He has all kinds of jellies--I'll mention this,
too;
So a last word of parting; good reader, do you

Get from two hundred four Clay street your
groceries and Tea,
For ViThatever you buy he sends to your house
free.

JAI.1ES ETOARD
Sole Agent for California and Oregon.

One advertiser used the interests of the day, as the

optician whose announcement appeared on page four of the

Evening Bulletin . January 17, 1856:
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PIAZA DIGGINGS

Another wonder lias been found
A Spectacle Mine l I Most true,
Whose spects lie thick above the ground,
With glasses white, green and blue,
¥ith frames of silver, steel and gold,
Their lens will suit all eyes.
Sights short and long, age young and old
Their quantity will surprise.
Your sight to suit with proper glass
Requires the skill of an optician
Let all afflicted ones v/ho pass
Call in and see this good physician.
This mine is on the street called Clay
And opposite Portsmouth Square.
Reader I whose eyes need aid, this day
Be sure call in there.

Lawrence & Hanseworth, Opticians.

ADVERTISING IN THE WEEKLIES

In the YJide 1?est — a weekly -- layout and headings

were more orderly. There was no advertising on the front page.

Ads for ships, finance, schools and colleges, merchandise and

theatres were grouped. Larger cuts than thumbnail size v/ere

used by the weeklies. The English and Classical High School

located on Powell street between Jackson and Washington

streets, in its advertising had a cut one and one-half inches

deep and a column v/ide, a picture of the school building and

grounds.

The ""reader" ads v/ere not designated as "advertise-

ments" probably because there was no law requiring it. Such

ads today must be so captioned or in some way "branded" to

show their commercial nature. "Readers" are written like an

item of news. For example:

Since Moses issued the ten commandments v/e have
seen nothing among all the writing extant that
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in any way approach them. Latterly, however,
J. M, Hutchings has brought out the miners' Ten
Commandments, and v/e think that for the object
for -which they were -vYritten they cannot be sur-
passed. Sach commandment is illustrated by a
special wood engraving, showing up the force of
the injunction to which it is attached. As a
curiosity alone it is well worth sending home.
It is to be found in all bookstores south of
Oregon, North of San Diego and lest of the Rocky
Mountains

.

Jamaica ginger and bitters were heavily advertised

in the 1850s. They took up a good part of the space in Wide

Vilest . Jamaica ginger was advertised as "a cure for dyspepsia,

cholera, colic, summer complaints, fever, ague, rheumatism,

nervous disability and general weakness." Bitters were

recommended as a tonic and blood purifier.

ATTEMPTS AT STYLE

A fancy drygoods house featured its ad in stepping

lines all in capitals thus:

Y/HO WANTS
R3TICULES

,

CABAS,
PORT-t'iAM^IES,
CiiRD GASES,
RIDING ^ffilPS,

PORTFOLIOS,
FANS

,

PARASOLS,
IVORY BREASIPII'JS,
C^C « • • • aCCC • • • • • oCC • • • • •

YJHO WANTS
TOILET BOTTLES,
COFFEE CUPS AND SAUCERS,
INIC STANDS,
CIGAR STANDS,
ASH HOLDERS,
CilRD RECEIVERS,
POTOER PUFF BOXES,
PAPER YffilGHTS,

Or Any Other Choice Porcelain Orniments.
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nTVERED ILLUSTRATION

The California Courier , Friday, August 0, 1851,

carried an illustration in connection with a hat cleaning and

manufacturing- firm. It vras a two column by two inch horizon-

tal picture but it was run in a vertical position in the

newspaper. TlTiis was no error as the picture appeared daily for

over a month.

NOBLE SETTTIIvIEHTS

The rhyristers also displayed their talent. In the

\7ide West patriotism was used as a lever to induce men to buy

a cap or hat. The noble sentiments that turned a man's head

toward cover read:

1776 FOURTH OF JULY 1854

News For 'The Million

Read! Be Wise And Act!

Lives there a man, to taste so dead,
Who never to himself hath said.

This hat of mine is shocking bad;
Another nev; one must be had.

If such there be, Oh! let him come
To the Pioneer Hat Emporium.

And see the stock that is on hand,
The best assorted in the land.

Readers of the Wide West of June 7,1856 v.'ere treat-

ed to tv/o and one-half inches of admonition in the follov/ing:

An Ode to The New Temperance Beverage .

Sherbet's the stuff to brighten the eye, bring
bloom to the face,

Improve every feature and add more charm to
each grace.
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Not like the blossom of rim, but v/ith fresh plow
of health.

A treasure beside which all other is very poor
wealth.

For sale at the Davis Drug Store.
Drugs fresh and pure
And medicine sure to cure
Are to be had, with more
At the Davis Street Drug Store.
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THE CALIFORNIAN

The first issue of The Californian carried news of

the declaration of war with Mexico and announced that Con-

gress had made a war appropriation»This news was three months

old when it reached the California readers. An"extra" on Sep-

tember 5, 1846 contained the story of Commodore Stockton's

proclamation announcing the American occupation. This story

had a Los Angeles date line of August 17, indicating how fast

the news traveled from Los Angeles to Monterey in 1845.

Opportunity for the citizens to sustain the Amer-

ican flag was given in a proclamation in the Californian of

March 15, 1848, which read:

In compliance with orders from Governor Mason,

the undersigned will visit all Northern Depart-

ments of California for the purpose of confer-

ring with the people in reference to the neces-

sity of raising a Battalion of Volunteers in

California for services in the South, and for

the purpose of enlisting those of our patriotic

citizens who feel a desire and determination to

sustain the American flag wherever raised...

Persons at, and in the vicinity of San Fran-

cisco, wishing to enlist, will apply to G. H.

Johnson, in San Francisco for that purpose, at

any time prior to 20th of April, when all will

be mustered into service as above stated.

L. W, Hastings ,

March 8, 1848.
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THE STAR

The first issue of the California Star carried news

about the Army and progress of the war with Mexico, communi-

cated through "the electric telegraph at Jersey City -- from

the Nevj Orleans Delta of May 29." As the first copy of the

Star came off the press January 9 , 1847 this news was seven

months and eleven days old.

Other international news covered by the Star after

resuming publication on July 15 , 1848 touched on the revolu-

tion in France and Louis Philippe's abdication of March 17,

and rumors of peace between the United States and Mexico. On

August 14 the Star published the treaty of peace and the end

of the Mexican war, which was celebrated in San Francisco by

illuminating the town.

" GOLD HAS BEEN FOUM) "

The momentous story of the discovery of gold was

printed first in the Californian of March 15,1848 after being

a public secret for almost two months. It was worded:

Gold Mine, Found. --In the newly m^de raceway of

the Saw Mill recently erected by Captain Sut-
ter, on the Araerican Fork

,
gold has been found in

considerable quantities. One person brought
thirty dollars worth to New Helvetia, gathered
there in a short time. California, no doubt, is

rich in mineral wealth .great chances here for
scientific capitalists. Gold has been found in

almost every part of the Country.

Other mining discoveries of lesser importance to

history but no doubt of significance to the reader of that

day, were found in the same issue:
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Quicksilver Mines, — By a gentlemen recently
from the vicinity of the quicksilver mine at
Santa Clara ,the property of Messrs. Forbs & Co. ,

we learn that the average 'quantity extracted
per day, is about 200 pounds ,and that with quite
inferior machinery and with but few hands. Other
nines have been found in different parts of the
country.

GOLD AM) THE EDITORS

It is easy and natural for the hind-sighted critics

of the twentieth century to remark about the indifference of

the newspapers to one of the world's great stories-- the gold

find. But certain factors must be kept in mind, Earlier rimors

of gold had preceded the reports that came from Sutter's Mill

and had brought no tangible results. Even the modern news-

paper, with all the means of rapid news communication at its

command , overlooks events that later prove of historic import,

while interesting stories that have little bearing on future

generations are given ample space.

The editors of the two San Francisco papers were

actuated by community interests; on every side they saw the

results of three-fourths of the population in a sudden frenzy

forsaking homes and shops. Land values dropped more than

fifty per cent. The excited populace left all merchandise,

not suitable for mining, heaped on wharves jutting into the

bay, which soon became the graveyard of ships deserted by

crews that had rushed off to the gold regions. Their own

printing establishments stood idle. The workers had forsaken

the type fonts, hoping to get their hands on a more precious

metal. These factors were enough to discourage any editor or
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publisher and to drive him into an attitude of indifference

and even towards expressions of ridicule.

From such a background came Kemble's facetious edi-

torial utterance in the Star of March 25, 1848 in which he

suggested that the property holders improve their land by-

plowing and cultivating their lots. They could also put to

work some of the idlers of the saloons who might unearth

treasures as "reports were about that precious metals were to

be found in the ground in California,"

A GOLDEN SILENCE

The editor of the Californian maintained a stubborn

silence about the mines while he let a correspondent express

the paper's point of view:

I doubt, sir, if ever the sun shone upon such
a farce as is now being enacted in California,
though I fear it may prove a tragedy before the
curtain drops. I consider it your duty, Mr, Ed-
itor, as a conservator of the public morals and
welfare, to raise your voice against the thing.
It is to be hoped that General Mason will dis-
patch the volunteers to the scene of action, and
send these unfortunate people to their homes

,

and prevent others from going hither.*

Robert Semple then in Benicia , after having sold out

his interest in The Californian in 1847, was alleged to have

joined his successor's attitude in the statement:

I would give more for a good coal mine than for
all the gold mines in the universe.**

*Coy, Owen Cochran, Gold Days p. 60.t" • " — —Ibid. p. 56.
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But the Californian had to bow to the inevitable

tide that swept the multitudes to the mines. It cried out a

final lament in the issue on May 28 , 1848 which proved to be

its only one for months:

The whole country from San Francisco to Los
Angeles and from the seashore to the base of
the Sierra Nevada resounds to the sordid cry
of gold: goldi: gold::: Wlille the field is
left half planted, and house half built, and
everything neglected but the manufacture of
shovels and pick axes , and the means of trans-
portation to the spot where one man obtained
$128 worth of the real stuff in one day's wash-
ing, and the average for all is $20 per diem.

GOLD DIMS THE STAE

The struggling Star , after its contemporary had

folded up, notified its subscribers:

Pay up before you go — everybody knows where.
Papers can be forwarded to Sutter's Fort with
all regularity. But pay the printer, if you
please, all you in arrears.

The Star twinkled with dimm.ed lustre for two more

weeks ,and finally faded entirely on Fay 27, leaving San Fran-

cisco without any editorial illumination for sometime.

It was from the April 1, 1848 issue of San Fran-

cisco's first newspaper the Star , that the New York Herald of

August 19, 1846 obtained the information which formed the

first outside news story of the discovery of gold at Sutter's

sawmill.*

*This first publication of the gold discovery in the New York
press was unearthed by Douglas S. Watson, Chairman of the

Publications Committee, California Historical Society.
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RIVER BOATS

One means of sending and receiving news between San

Francisco and the mining towns in the 1850s was the river

boat service. On October 26,1849 the McKim started its regular

trips to Sacramento running on alternate days with the Mint.

Sacramento was the point from which the northern

mines were reached and became with Stockton a center for the

distribution of provisions, clothing and supplies. The river-

boats carried the city newspapers to the interior and brought

back news from the mining camps.

OVERLAND MAIL AND POI^ EXPRESS

The Overland Stage connected San Francisco with St.

Louis. It was started in 1858 and brought eight mails a

month as against two by water. The fastest time made was 21

days. About the same time the Overland was organized the Pony

Express came into being .bringing the first mail to Sacramento

on April 13, 1860. Of the three hundred people it employed,

eighty were riders who averaged 75 miles per day. Newspapers

of the time found in them a source of copy —the dangers they

encountered, the Indians, weather reports, and feats of nerve

and endurance on the long ride from Missouri to California.

The mail charges were high—$5 for a single letter.

To avoid this high cost correspondents in the East coded

their reports and forwarded them on tissue paper.

THE TELEGRAPH

Opening of the first electric telegraph system in
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California was celebrated by the citizens of San Francisco on

September 22, 1853.* The line ran from the lighthouse at

Point Lobos over the sand dunes to the Merchants Exchange in

the city, a distance of eight miles, and was used to flash

news of the arrival of ships.

In October of the same year a telegraph line was

opened between San Francisco and San Jose and the same month

extended to Marysville ,via San Jose, Stockton and Sacramento.

Thus , California editors were able to receive flash reports

of important happenings in the state even at this early

period ,although there were long intervals when the wires were

down and the telegraph was not working.

It was not until 1850 that the telegraph line was

extended to Los Angeles with copper wire which had been

brought around the Horn by sailship. In February 1861, news

dispatches brought by the Overland Mail via the Southern

Route were relayed to San Francisco by the telegraph from Los

Angeles, but the service v/as subject to frequent interrup-

tions. Later in the year eastern capitalists became inter-

ested in the establishment of wire services to the V/est and

gradually increased the scope and efficiency of the tele-

graph,

COOTEOTS OF EARLY PAPERS

The newspapers in San Francisco in the 1850s de-

voted some space to departmental material;that is special and

*Hunt , Rockwell D, , and Ament , William S, , Oxcart to Airplane ,
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supplementary information grouped under an appropriate head-

ing and run as a weekly or daily feature. Unlike the depart-

ments of today which carry serialized articles by columnists

and free lance writers or specialists and cover everything

from trade and technical journalism to fiction writing, these

early features consisted mainly of reprinted items from other

publications. The following British journals furnished much of

this material.

London Times (1785) London
Q.uarterly Review (1809) "

Blackwood's (1817) "

ScotsmanTTsi?) Edinburgh
Chamber's Journal (1832) "

Dublin Review (1856) Dublin
Punch (1841) London
Saturday Review (1855) ti

The Daily Herald of January 21 , 1853 contained on

page two, column one, a department called "Topics of the Day."

It had 11-1/2 inches of news matter which was highly per-

sonalized. This was followed by a write-up of local concerts

and recitals ,four and one-half inches, headed: "Musical." The

balance of the column was devoted to "Theatrical" and con-

sisted of three inches of review material on local amuse-

ments. This column was definitely a department which appeared

daily.

Every Sunday edition of the Herald carried on page

two, column five, six or ten inches headed: "The Theatrical

World." It recorded the doings of actors and criticisms of

productions.
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FORTY-NILTERS LOOK BACK TO 1761

The Daily Herald of December 29 , 1853 in a news

story mentions a paper of July 13, 1761, a copy of vjhich hung

in a local saloon. The story title is "A Venerable Relic -- a

curiosity."

A Boston Gazette and County Journal dated Mon-
day, July 13, 1761, upwards of 92 years ago the
year after the accession of George III to the
crown of England hangs in Barry's Saloon.

According to the Herald, the Gazette was started in

1719 and was the second paper published in America. The ed-

itor of the Herald notes that there were

...many slave ads in the papers of that day. The
old French War was on (Quebec taken by English,
under Wolfe two years before) and Frederick the
Great was battling Maria Theresa of Austria,

The Boston Gazette was 12 by 15 inches , three col-

umns to the page with five columns of news. There was no set

editorial. It took forty-six days for news from Europe to ar-

rive.

Nothing impresses more strongly the great
changes which have been wrought by steam and
clipper models -- imagine now having to wait
forty-six days for news from Europe I

comments the Herald's editor. (News from Europe had become a

matter of days rather than months)

...a century hence and the newspaper of today
will be regarded with the same interest by our
posterity

states the editor.

THE DAILY HERALD

The following is a resume of the news items v/hich
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interested the editors of San Francisco as shown by the news-

papers:

Exploration parties vjere in the Sierra Nevada

passes in search of a route for the proposed Atlantic Rail-

road. Edward F.. Beale , the Indian Agent working at Tejon in

Tulare County, est-iMished friendly relations with the tribes

that made his uojii^jictration one of the best in the United

States.

Army engineers were exploring the territory of

Utah and the Mormon Temple was being built in Salt Lake City,

As to the convening State legislature:

...one of the first questions agitated will be
the removal of the seat of Government from
Benicia to Sacramento.*

Public official's salaries in the new San Francisco

charter under consideration were $6000 a year for the Mayor,

his clerk $3000; the Recorder $4000, his clerk $2000; and the

comptroller, alderman and assessor $1200 each.

The arrival of a steamship always rated front page,

with the passenger list given in full. All information

brought by the ship was news of the first water. It ranged

from murder items to notices of shipwrecks in other parts of

the world.

A transportation note read:

Passengers from New Orleans made the through
trip to Baltimore via Mississippi and the
Baltimore and Ohio railroad in seven days and

''Daily Herald of December 29, 1853.
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two hours; the shortest time on record.*

Lola Montez took unto herself a husband in the Mis-

sion Dolores and left for Sacramento that night.

The first notice of the Lemantour land fraud came

rumbling out of Monterey where discovery was announced of the

title of Jose Lemantour to one-half of San Francisco's land.

Joaquin Murletta and his band had been spotted near

San Diego-San Juan Capistrano, according to a report copied

from a Los Angeles paper.

THE WIDE WEST

The Wide YJest was "Published every Sunday morning

—

A weekly newspaper, devoted to Literature, the Fine Arts, and

the Diffusion of General Intelligence."

"Drops of Punch," a column devoted to reprints from

the london journal appeared spasmodically for approximately

six months, ranging from 5-1/2 to 10-1/2 coliomn inches.

In the issue of August 6,1854 "Drops of Punch" con-

sisted of 12 inches in column five of the front page. The

following sub-heads appeared below:

"Lord Palmerston on Penmanship," "Petty Spite,"

"Wanderings of English Lady's Maid in Russia," and "Orthog-

raphy at V/ar"

:

Is it Kronstat with a K?
Is it Cronstat with a C?

Is it Cron with s, t, a, d, t?
Or do you leave out the d?

*Daily Herald of December 29, 1853.
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Is Sebastopal the word?
Or Sevastopal do you say?

It really does seem most absurd
Not to spell one name one way.

Other "Drops of Punch" were headed: ''The Rights of

Women," "Nero and Nicholas," "The Russian Fleets:"

The Emperor of Russia is such a rogue, that if
his sailors are worthy of their sovereign, his
navy ought to be spelt with a K.

"Fun, Facts, and Fancy," usually a full length col-

umn of 24 inches , was a regular department which invariably

appeared either on page two, column seven or on page three,

column one. On April 16, 1854 it consisted of 11-1/2 inches.

On April 23,1854 it carried 24-1/2 inches; the following sub-

heads introduced each item: "Errors there is no Rectifying"

"Theory of Odors"; "Human Trees and Stones"; "Story of a But-

terfly"; "Origin of the 'Aztec' Children"; "Imitative Powers

of the Chinese"; "A Popish Miser"; "A Curious Sermon"; "Bul-

wer Lytton's Failures."

This column of Sunday, July 23,1854, 22-1/2 inches,

covered all sorts of items from"The Origin of Weeping Willow"

to "A True Saying," as follows:

Somebody says , "He is a brave man who is not
afraid to wear old clothes, until he is able to
pay for new."

The column for July 30, 1854, 22-1/2 inches, con-

tained the following sub side-heads: "Lawsuits," "Language,"

"Do Martyrs always feel Pain"? "Curious Custom of the Koras ,"

"Salt Your Chimneys , ""How the Fireproof Safe was Discovered,"

"Anagrams."
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Then followed a hodgepodge, without side-heads:

"Bob , lower yourself into the well and holler
for help."
"IVhat for"?
"To frighten Daddy, and make some fun."
Bob did as he was requested, but got more fun
than he bargained for. It was administered with
a hickory sapling. Distance, 5-1/2 feet.

A Wife once kissed her husband, and said she,
"My own sweet will, how dearly I love thee":
Who ever knew a lady, good or ill,
Who did not dearly love her own sweet will ?

A wise man never grows old in Spirit , he
marches with the age.

"Why is a woman's tongue like a planet"? "Be-
cause nothing short of the power that created
it, is able to stop it in its course,

"Batch of Riddles" was a department varying from

three to six inches and appearing in about every other issue.

It was a series of poetic riddles reprinted from Blackwood'

s

magazine.

"Questions and Answers" was another feature which

appeared from tim.e to time. The issue of August 6, 1854 gave

it ten inches. The issue of October 22, 1854 gave it six in-

ches at the top of the first column on page two. Following

is a sample question and answer:

o. Who is the author of the following lines:

"Though nature weighs our talents, and
dispense
To every man his modicum of sense,
Yet much depends, as in the tiller's toil.
On culture, and the sowing of the soil."

A. They are the production of an individual
named Cowper.

The Wide VJest ran a series of stories under the

caption "California Characters" which were especially written
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by one "VJhittlestick."

"Literary Ilotices" appeared regularly. Following is

an excerpt from the issue of April 2,1854 which gave this de-

partment 68 inches:

Autobiography of an Actress; or Eight Years on
the stage. By Anna Cora Mowatt.

There are no works save those of fiction that
are so generally entertaining as the lives of
actors, especially when written by themselves.
The very egotism necessarily accompanying the
frequent use of the personal pronoun lends to
the book an interest by making the style almost
conversational. The work before us

j
purporting

to be an account of eight years on the stage ,is

one-third taken up with the life of its gifted
subject previous to her entering the dramatic
profession.lt is none the less engaging on that
score, however, and the narrative of the varied
incidents which gradually modified and at
length completely changed the views of the
writer in regard to the usefulness of the The-
atre as an institut ion ,will be no less service-
able to those who may entertain similar convic-
tions than interesting to the general reader.

The VJide West of August 6, 1854 devoted 21-1/2 in-

ches to "Literary Notices" on page two, column four. "General

Gossip" was another feature and consisted mainly of reprints.

The issue of April 16, 1854 gave it 22-1/2 inches as did the

issue of August 6. The items which appeared under this head-

ing were introduced merely by a row of asterisks. It was

located on page two. Here are some examples.

****The use of grapes as an article of food is
much recommended in cases of comsumption. They
contain a large quantity of grape sugar; the
kind which most nearly resembles milk sugar in
its character and composition , it having a great
attraction for oxygen, and therefore readily
affording materials for respiration.
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'^'^**Anierican ladies seem to be fond of getting
titled husbands in Europe. The latest case is
that of Miss Corbin, who has been a resident in
Paris for a long time, and has just married one
Marquis de Dempiere, The lady is said to be
very wealthy. The Gentleman's chief possession
is his title.

':=*>t^*j^ rattlesnake was recently killed on the
Calaveras, a short distance froBi Campo Seco.
When dissected , fourteen rattles were found on
its tail.

****If we may believe the census , every fifth
person in the United States owns a horse, and
every tenth a dog.

****Some half-dozen new magazines have been
started in England during the last two months.

CALIEORNIA COURIER

The Californi a Courier practiced the printing of

poetry in the editorial columns on page two. The issue of

August 8, 1851 devoted eight inches to the following:

An esteemed friend now in this city, sometime
since, while away up in the mountains ,wrote an
acquaintance residing in Boston a description
of his locality, his appearance, & c, and his
success with "the shovel and the pan" had not
been very satisfactory, gave rather a dark side
to the picture. In replying to the letter, his
correspondent sends the following poetical ref-
erence to his friend's "Forlorn condition." It
will bear reading, and stand criticism.

The Exile - By Jeems *

A pilgrim from the eastern shore,
Stood on Nevada's strand,

A tear was in his hither eye,
A pick~axe in his hand

—

A tear was in his hither eye.
And in his left , to match

There would have been another tear.
But for a healing patch.

*See Biography of Stephen C. Massett, Theatre Research
Monographs , Vol. I.
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And other patches too he wore,
Which on his garments hung,

And two were on that ill-starr'd spot,
VvTiere mothers smite their young.

His hat, that was a 'Castar' once,
Was broken now , and dim--

And wild his bearded features gleamed
From out the tattered brim.

The pilgrim stood, and looking down
As one who is in doubt

,

He sighed to see how fast that pair
Of boots was wearing out.

And while he filled an ancient pipe
His wretchedness to cheer,

He stopped with hurried hand to pick
A flea from out his ear.

Then spoke that pilgrim from the east--
"I am a wretched man;

For lust of gold has lured me to
The shovel and the pan.

I saw, in dreams, a pile of gold
Its dazzling radiance pour--

No more my visions are of gold

,

Alas I my hopes are ore.

"Thrice I have left the cursed spot
,

But mine it was to learn
That fatal truth, that ' dust we are,

To dust we shall return.'
So here, condemned by fates unkind,

I pass my wretched span.
And mourn, too late, that e'er I took

The shovel and the pan."

The pilgrim paused , for now he heard
His distant comrad's shout;

From, his pipe he drew a parting whiff.
And knocked the ashes out.

And stooping, as he gathered up
His shovel and his pan

The breeze his latest accent bore--
"I am a wretched man."

EVENING BULLETIN

The Bulletin of Thursday, October 11, 1855 used an

entire column, ten and one-half inches of material headed
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"Scraps from Punch." It was the only news matter on the front

page, column one. Page four, column one carried a poem (four

inches) and a three and one-half inch article "Instinct and

Mechanical Skill of Insects."

This publication ran a regular daily column "The

Fireside" later re-captioned "The School and Fireside." It

varied in size and contents but always appeared in coliimn

one
,
page four and invariably began with a poem. It covered a

multitude of topics: "Beautify your home"; "Microscopic

Marvels"; "The Cranberry Cure for Erysipelas"; "A Source of

Smiles"; "Pearl Divers."

Following is a typical survey of "The School and

Fireside" column which appeared in the issue of February 14,

1856: (22 inches)

1. "A Child at Play" — a twenty-three line
poem reprinted from Chamber's Journal .

2. "VJearing Flannel" — a 2-1/2 inch article
from Hall's Journal of Health .

3. Remarks from the Scientific American on
"Flannels" took up 3-1/2 inches.

4. "How to Wash Flannel" -- a 2-1/4 inch ar-
ticle.

5. A 2-1/2 inch article taken from the Boston
Traveler on "The Distribution of Wealth in

the United States."

6. Then followed eight inches of material
ranging from facts to jokes.

A "Spirit of the Morning Papers ," department always

appeared at the head of the editorial column, on page two. It

consisted of comment by James King of William, on items which
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appeared in other San Francisco newspapers. Typical is the

following from the April 24, 1856 issue:

The Tovn Talk condemns the "Hawes procession."
The Sun thinks the Bulletin is wrong "in con-
demning McDuffie and the other gamblers."
The Herald has a "Sink or swim" article on sew-
age, buf" does not come to any very definite
conclusion on the subject.
The Alt a starts out with the proposition that
"The world is governed too much," and winds up
by concluding that San Francisco has not been
governed enough by the last Legislature.

The Bulletin conducted a regular department called

"Communications" in which letters from the public were group-

ed. The issue of January 29, 1856, page three, carried eleven

letters. These were the most important: "Quakerism and the

Quaker"; "Proposed Amendments to Section 13 of Mr. Hawe's

Bill"; "Ballot-boz Stuffing and Illegal Voting"; "St Mary's

Library Association."

REPORTING im^JS IN 1855

The busy person who gets his news from glancing at

headlines and scanning the opening paragraphs of the lead

stories in a modern daily would receive meager satisfaction

if the news were presented in the style of the 1850s. The

heads were small and generalized and paragraphing considered

a waste of time and space. Two examples from the Herald il-

lustrate the point and are copied as found. On July 7, 1855

appeared:

A SAD STORY: On Thursday night the Coroner held
an inquest upon the body of a female naDied
Elizabeth Crawford who died at her residence in
the vicinity of Russ' Gardens. The apparent
cause of death was a violent disease of the
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fortunate vjoman just previous to her decease,
revealed a distressing narrative of misplaced
confidence. The witnesses to her death were
only able to ascertain from her incoherent
remarks that she had been betrayed and abandon-
ed by the author of her ruin. The physician
employed in the case said the immediate cause
of death was a protracted disease of the char-
acter above specified. The verdict of the Cor-
oner's Jury was rendered accordingly. It is to

be hoped that the case may be more thoroughly
investigated with the view of exposing the se-
ducer, that the verdict of public opinion may
drive him from the pale of society.

The Fourth of July issue of the same year reported;

PAINFUL CASUALTY: Mr. John P.Hill, a well-known
resident of this city died yesterday morning
from the effects of an accident that occurred
to him on the night previous. The deceased was
the brother of Captain Hill, commander of the
ship Northern Empire , which vessel arrived from
New York on Sunday last. The ship was being
hauled to her berth at the Broadway wharf on
Monday evening and was almost alongside when
the deceased in attempting to get on board,
missed his footing and fell, his head striking
with great violence against the anchor fluke
producing a fracture of the skull. The deceased
lingered until past midnight when he died. The
funeral took place from the vessel last even-
ing. Mr. Hill was a native of Portsmouth, New
Hampshire and was aged 30 years.He was formerly
of the firm of Hill and Brodhead of Boston,
Ma s s

,

NIGHT LIFE IN THE NMS

With the physical growth of the city came the ad-

vent of an organized social life. In the interior the towns

were small and life was dull. But San Francisco was brilliant,

light-hearted and its streets gay. It had its famed hotels,

distinctive restaurants and glamorous theatres. Nowhere is

the rise of the social life of the times better shown than in
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the amusements. As early as 1848 San Franciscans were lovers

of theatrical performances. They applauded what was good and

denounced what the;'' thought was poor, and prominent actors

pronounced the critics of the various newspapers to be men of

discernment

.

VOLUM'EER FIREUffiN

Much of the social activity of the day centered in

the balls, displays and parades of the fire department. Nu-

merous companies ,resplendent in uniforms and with brass bands

held functions on any occasion deemed worthy of such a turn-

out, and there were many. The papers played up such amuse-

ments going into detail on celebrations. V/here today wealthy

socialities get the spotlight, society of the fifties con-

sisted of the young blood that belonged to a fire company.

One occasion for a parade was the acquisition of a

new fire truck by a local company. The Lafayette Hook and

Ladder Company (members of TAftiich were French) paraded their

new wagon before the admiring populace. The event was report-

ed in the Herald :

In full uniform ,the presence and appearance
decidedly military, the dress consisting of
fine blue cloth pants and close fitting jackets
of some material trimmed with gold and scarlet.
The truck and apparatus is the property of the
city and the company is governed by the rules
and regulations of the City Fire Department
Organization. .. .after parading through the city
the procession halted at the Arcade Saloon
where an abundant collation had been provided
....the procession. . .then proceeded to Mission
Dolores where they were received and enter-
tained by the Rough Diamond Fire Company Number
13.
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Good brothers all, and more than willing to leap at

the first alarm. One v/onders if their hurry was to put out a

fire or wear a fancy uniform and concludes it might possibly

have been the latter.

The Herald of -July 3, 1855 listed the names of some

of the fire fighting companies:

The Empire Fire Company, number 1, 55 men, new
engine.

California, number 4, 30 men, engine tastefully
decorated.

Monumental, niimber 6, 82 men, immense engine.
St. Francis Hook and Ladder Company, 30 men, new

truck.
Pacific Fire Company, number 8, 45 men.
Pennsylvania number 12 , 70 men in full uniform

in military order.
Vigilance No. 9, 80 men, bouquet of artificial

flowers on engine presented by Miss Procilla
Nut t age.

Sansome Hook and Ladder Company.

San Francisco seems to have had its ultra-ultra

social set as early as 1851 .according to the following "soci-

ety notice" taken from the Alta California of February 15,

1851:

Knickerbocker Club:- The members of this asso-
ciation met for the further organization, by
the adoption of a constitution and by-laws.
Ouite an animated discussion arose upon the

question of who should be admitted as members,
various propositions were offered, but it was

finally settled that none but those who were

"to the manor born" could be considered as

genuine Knickerbockers.

" V.'HITE MAN'S BURDEN"

The Indians were , of course, unable to cope with the

white man; their lot was a pathetic one as evidenced by the
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following story taken from the Dally Herald of January 24,

1855:

Starving Condition of the Indians in the North .

A second meeting of the citizens of Pittsburg,
in Shasta County, was held on the 13th of Jan-
uary, at which the following resolutions were
adopted:

Resolved , that whereas , to our personal know-
ledge , the Pitt River, Me Cloud , and other In-
dians inhabiting this entire section of the
country, are in a suffering condition for want
of provisions, our streets and doors being con-
tinually thronged with the miserable, emaciated
forms of these people, begging for food, com-
pelling us either to support the whole tribe or
witness cases of actual starvation. V^e there-
fore deem it our duty to take some action in
the case, through which relief may be furnished
them temporarily, and likewise to a greater
extent than our individual means will permit.

Resolved , that relief ought to be furnished
these Indians in some manner from the funds at

the disposal of the Superintendent of Indian
affairs, for the benefit of the California In-
dians; and as it appears from late information
received from the Superintendent , that he has
no authority to give them relief in their pre-
sent location, and as the lateness of the sea-
son prevents their removal to the Fome-Lackee
Reservation, we, therefore, believe that a Tem-
porary Reservation at least ought to be estab-
lished in this vicinity. Their condition calls
for immediate relief, which can be afforded by
collecting them at some point in this immediate
section. .

.

cr iIv:e in the nms

Crime in the interior was rampant throughout the

fifties despite the efforts of some localities to follow the

example set by the first San Francisco Vigilance Committee.

The following article which appeared in the Daily
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Herald of January 22, 1855 typifies mining camp justice:

CHRISTIvIAS FESTjVITIES JT^ESTVILLE

A letter from Bestville , on the Salnon ,
says:-

"On Christmas Day Robert Craig, an Irishman had

his heart slightly curtailed ,vjhich caused imme-

diate death. The murderer was not arrested. We

have been frozen up for a month, but last night

it snored and we got to work to-day, January

1st " Fron another source we learn that the

murderer was a butcher named Korgan ,
who made

his escape. It was committed in a trading tent,

and said to have been instigated by the trader.

The miners called a meeting, gave the trader

twenty-five lashes and gave him the alternative

of leaving in ten minutes or being hung. He ac-

cepted the fonaer.

The miners have determined to compel all the

"squaw men" to leave the diggings.

PROPHECY

All in all the frontier press played well and

colorfully its destined role in the founding of the great new

Western Empire that was so ably prophesized in The Califor-

nian of August 29, 1346:

Vista of an American State. -- The destiny of

California is fixed — she is to become a free

and independent state -- a member of the North

American Confederacy. She is no longer to be

subject to a foreign arbitrary power,to domes-

tic revolutions or military rule. She is to make

her own laws ,manage her own resources ,and found

those institutions in which her children are to

find a happy home.

...Golden harvests will wave over hills and

valleys , where now only the briar and bramble

are seen; and where only the howl of the wolf is

heard, the gloomy silence of the wild cascade

will be broken by the thunder of factories,

where art and industry will roll out upon the

public their richest products. Commerce will

enliven every bay ,and penetrate into the gorges

of the distant mountains.



...Such is the destiny of California, such the
patrimony which the aged, now descending into
their graves, bequeath to their children. VJho

would dread such a vista? WTio bar his offspring
from such a heritage?

148
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FHDNTIISR J0UBNA.LI3J IN aiN FRA.NCISCO

i\PPENDIX

SHORT LIVED ITEWSPAPSRSJD|;_3AJJ. 55MCI§20J-8±^

NEVSPAPERS

SSTAB- DISAP-
LISHED PEaRTD REVIVED

DISAP-
PSiRED

1847
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iTOOTIER Jpjn^Liai W ,.a;iN _FRvNCI_SCO

APPENDIX (Continued)^

NEI'^SPaPERS

ISTAB- DlSaP-
LISHED PEaRED REVIVED

DlSkP-
PEiR:®

Gold ~HiTl News - also known as

Golden Hill News and Golden

Mountain Ne^vs (1)

Christian Observer (Hetliodist)

Clarion
Sloat's San Francisco Prices

Current ": Shipping List (2)

'festern .American

Johnson's San Erancisco Shipping

List cc Prices Current - also

known as San Fr.incisco Prices

Current & Shipping List And

Prices Current & Shipping List

Daily Morning Times

Evening Joux-nal

San Francisco Daily 'ATiig - also

known as San Francisco Daily

^mig & Commercial Advertiser

and San Frincisco Daily Com-

meETCial Advortisor

Daily Times & Transcript (3)

L'Echo Du Pacifique (French)

1851

1851
1851
1851

1852
1852

1851

1851
1851
1852

1852
1859

1854 1854

1852
1852

IB 52

1869
1856

1854

Absorbed by ^Ita Calif. .

1863 1868'

Staats-Zoitung (Gorman)

Bugle
Satan's Bassoon
Freie Presse (German)

Curiosity Shop

California Temperance Organ

TVeekly Catholic Standard

Daily Sun
Le Present ©t L'Avenir - also

kno^m as Present and Future

Public Ledger
Messager (French)

(1) A religToirs~bralt71Trst Chinese newspaper in the United States.

2 Kenble gives the year 1852 for the founding of this Publi^^t^o^' ^^^

^^ it^ ?isted m 'the minutes of the "Mi tor's °°--^-"" °^,^^3^^-

(3) Established originally in 1849 at Sacramento as the 22|£g-Ig||'

merged ".Ith Transcript in 1851 and became the Times, and_TrAnscript

.

Moved to San Francisco in 1852,

1852
1852

1852
1852
1852
1853

1853
1853

1853
1853
1853

1853
1853

1855
1863

1853
1852
1852
1854

1853
1854

1854
1856
1853

1854
1856

Absorbed by Alta Cnlif.

Nome Changed to Courrior

do San Fr-'-ncisco

Renamed Freie Presse

Absorbed by the Calif*

Demokrat

Name changed to Star of

the West

Name changed to Public

Ledger
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FROOTIER JOURMLISM IN SAN FUlMCISCO

.JParoiX JLC^J^.inu.ed

)

NEI^.'SPAPERS

The Oriental (Chinese) (1)

Daily 3vening No-.7s - also knovm
as Evening Ner/s and Picayune

Daily California Chronicle
California """eekly Journal
Young America
Bon Ten Critic (2)

Pacific Statesman
Star of the 'Vest

Wide West (3)

Golden Hill Ne>7s (Chinese) (4)

Young Axaerican on the Pacific
Police Gazette (5)

Journal of Commerce
La Cronaca (Spanish-Italian) (6)

Weekly Leader
Pathfinder - also known as the

California Evening Pathfinder
and Post

California Mail
Abend Zeitung (German)

Tov.Ti Talk

El Dorado
Pacific Recorder (Baptist)

Water Fount (7)

Uncle Sam (8)

Lfesonic Record

KTAB-
'
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FRONTIER JOURITALiai IN SAII FRA.NCISCO

APF^MDIX (Continued)

NE?/SPAPERS

French Publications founded in

1854-1855: (Sliort-lived)

Patriote
Courriere de Callfornie

La Presse
Gazette Republicaine
Le Francais
Colibri
Mineur
Spectateur
Passe-Partout
ReVUG Califomienne
Tam Tam

Oriental (Chinese-Snglish)
Medical Journal
San Fiancisco Journal (German)

Criticus (Gerraan-English)

fireman's Journal - also known

as Spirit of tho Tines (1)

Daily Citiaon

Sud Americano (Spanish) (2)

Doutscher Domokrat (Goinian)

Weekly Cosinopolitan

State (3)

Ifeily American
La Phare (French)

Bibliotheque Populaire (French)

'A'estem Standard (Momon)
Weekly Sunday Tines (4)

Weekly lav; Journal
Eco del Pacifico (Spanish) - also

known as El Eco del Pacifico;

fonnerly the 4th page of

L'Echo Du Pacifique
Sunday Varieties

ESTAB-
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FK)NTIER J0UR1IA.LISM IN SaLI FHiNCISCO

AEPS^'DIX (Continued]

iCEWSPi^ERS

ESTAB- DISAP-
LISHED PmRSD RSVIV3D

DI3AP-
PMRED

Daily True Califomian
Weekly Legal Intelligencer
Phoenix
Daily Globe - also knovm as

Morning Globe and Daily
National Globe

Weekly Courrier de 3an Francisco

Mercantile Gasette and Shipping
Hegistsr

Daily EveniJig Post - also knovm
as Post and Pathfinder

Fillmore Hanger
Star Ox the Hupire
Daily Evening Star (Back page of

the Deutsche Republikaner)

Deutsche Republikaner (German)

ITeekly Young America
Ihgle of Freedom
Voice of Israel (JeT.'ish)

Evening Times

Dailj'" American
California Republican
Weekly Gleaner (Jewish)

California Free Press
California Register
Weekly Mirror of the Times (Negro)

Weekly Spirit of the Timos (1)

District Court Reports

Pacific Courier - also laiov/n as

California Courier
Daily Evening Ledger
Ne^'S Letter
Daily Evening Plaindealer

Daily Evening Argus
Pacific Methodist
Exaininor and Inquirer

Athenaeum - also knovm as the

California Critic

California Homo Joui-nal

Daily Evening Telegram

1856
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FH01JTI3R JOURIIALiai IN ELhII FH-iNGISCO

APPENDIX Continue dj^

NHlVSFiiPSRS

Daily National
Daily ISTGning Ropublioan
Illustratod Pacific Nov/s

Telegraph Hill

ISTAB- DlS/iP-

LISHED PBiRISD

"To 58' IBGO"""

1850 1058
1858 1862
1058 1050

REVIVED
DI3AP-
PEkRED
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GWmLOGY OF SAN FRANCISCO
DAILY NEWSPAPERS

IB46-1939

ALTA CALIFORNIA;- SAI^ FRANCISCO'S OLDEST DaILY

CALIFORNIA'S FIRST
NE\^/SPi\PER

The Californianl
(Monterey)

August 15, 1846

flaiirornian
(San Francisco)

May 22. 1847

SAN FRANCISCO'S FIRST
NEWSPAPER

California Star
January 9. 1847

Star & Californian
November 18, 1848

Alta California
(Weekly)

January 4. 1849

Alta California
(Tri-weekly)

December 10. 1849

Alta California
(Daily)

January 32. 1850

SACR-daENTO'S FIRST
NE'A'SPilPER

Placer Times
(Sacramento

1349 — 1851

Transcript
Sacramento

1850 — 1851

Times & Transcript
(Daily)

(Sacramento)

1851 — 1852

Times & Transcript
(Daily)

(San Francisco)
1852 — 1855

Tovm Talk

1864-d858

Morning Times
(Daily)

1852 — iseo
^

(Suspended Publication 1891)



GENBiLOGY OF SiVN FR..NCISCO
miLY NElVSP.iPSES

1846-1939
(Continued)

KZoTING Di-.ILY NEWSP.iP2RS

156

(1) CaLL-BULLIWIW (2) POST-MQUIRSR

Evening Bulletin
(Daily)

j

OctolDer 8, 1855
|

Morning Call
(Daily)

December 1^ 18 56

Journal of
Commerce
("feekly)

1872



GENSALOGY OF SAN KhlCISCO
DAILY NE7SPAPERS

1846-1939
(Continued)

157

(3) EXAME^iER

Democratic Press
(Weekly)

1863

EXISTING DAILY NBVSPaPERS (Continued)

Exami ner
(Weekly)

July 12, 1865

Examiner
(Daily)

1880 - 1939

(Still Publishing)

(4) CHRONICLE

Daily Dramatic
Chronicle

January 16^ 1865

Daily Chronicle
1869 - 1939

(Still Publishing)
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GMEAlLOGY of SAN FRANCISCO
Daily neii'spapers

1846-1939
(Continued)

SnSTING DAILY NgJSPAPERS (Continued)

(5) SaN FRUnICISCG HBTS

Stock Report
1868 - 1872

Daily Evening
Report

1873 - 1903

->

San Francisco
News

1903 - 1939

(StUl.BibjLUtang)
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GENEaLOGY OF SAN FR'JvICISCO

DAILY NEWSPAPERS
1B46-1939
(Continued)

OLDEST FRENCH NEWSPAPER IN S.UJ FR:VNCISCO

COURRIER DU PACIFIQUE

L'Echo du Pacifique
('Yeekly)

June 1, 1852

L'Echo du Pacifique
(Daily)

January 1, 1856

Courrier de San Francisco
(^Veekly Edition)

1856 1863

Courrier de San Francisco
(Daily and Vfeekly)

1863 3B84

L'Echo de L' Quest
(Daily)

1908 -— 1920

M/

Courrier du Pacifique
(V.'eekly)

1920 1939

si'

(Still Publishing]
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GBIEA-LOGY OF SiVN FRlI^ICISCO

DAILY NE.VSPAPERS

1B46-1939
(Continued)

CLDE3T GEK^IAN NEWSPAPER III SAI^T FRANCISCO

CALIFORNIA DB/IOKEAT

Staats Zeitung
(Weekly)

1852 ~ 1855

California Demokrat
(Weekly)

,1852 1868

Freie Presse
(Weekly)

2B53 — 1854

Abend Post
(Daily)

1859 - 1903

California Demokrat
(Daily) h

1868

Staats Zeitung
(Weekly)

1868

Chronik
Weekly
1874

New San Francisco

1909 1919

-^

Sonntagsblatt
(Weekly)

1878

California Demokrat
( Weekly)

1920

Nk

(Still Publishing)

r

California
Journal
(Weekly)

1870-1873

(r-
Sonntagsgast
1872 — 1873

Journal und
Sonntagsgast

1873 — 1878

<r
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